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From the Editor
am late! What can one do but apologise. The urgency of giving relief for the South Asia
earthquake which took place on 8 October 2005, was a priority and though I tried to do
both things together it was impossible. So here is the Hamazor, the last issue for 2005,
a year which has had so many tragedies in our world - the tsunami, Katrina, Rita, and
finally the “mother” of all earthquakes in South Asia.
Through this page of the Hamazor, I wish to thank all you generous donors who have come
forth promptly to assist in this tragedy which continues to this day, as more than three
million have been left homeless. What started as our collection from Zoroastrians living in Karachi,
escalated to a world-wide relief operation which includes donors coming forth who are not community
members, all thanks to the communication system we have on the internet. I have been over awed
with the response received, totally unsolicited for, and for this I must thank you donors in having
confidence in me, most of whom are unknown. My report shared by our Chairman in this issue, gives
the full details of how your contribution has been utilised.
The way our countrymen especially the Karachi-ites have risen to help in this disaster, need to be
commended. People just gave, the rich, the middle class, the poor and even the beggars on the
streets. Individuals just filled their cars with goods, food and money and drove to Muzzaffarabad,
with the traffic being one long line all the way from Islamabad. Doctors, these include high profile
specialists, to this day are going in a rota system of 10-days at a time to help the wounded and
sick. People like Ali Asghar Khan have shelved their professions to one side, just to help the homeless.
These are our heroes who few recognise but all Pakistanis are generalised as terrorists. The common
man of this country is warm, generous and kind.
To give a simple example, I went to a small roadside shop in Mehmoodabad, as I was told woollen
shawls are available reasonably here. In October they had not arrived. This man shut his kiosk and
volunteered to come with me in the car to Lea Market, a wholesale area. In the process my car got
picked up by the police, so he helped me locate it which took hours. Next morning once again we went
in narrow tracks where one walks single file only and found the shawls which were sent to
Muzzaffarabad. Just to help, without knowing me, he closed his shop three hours in the evening and
four hours the next day and would not think of allowing me to drop him back to his base. This is just
one example of kindness. Three donors need to be mentioned, as I find their spirit amazing. A tenyear old gave all her money she had saved in her piggy bank, independantly, another youth at University
gave a large sum which she had earned at her part time job and lastly an OAP in London who does
not know me, having a pittance in her savings, sent £80 with a promise of more.

Toxy Cowasjee, 2A Mary Road, Bath Island, Karachi 75530, Pakistan
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A

glimpse of the past

by kimia ravari
Hello, I am Zomorod Anoushirevani Ravari. If I were still alive, I would be 100 years old
and would be living in Iran with my family, the Ravaris. But I am now among the angels,
looking upon my children, my grandchildren, my great grandchildren and my great great
grandchildren. If my story interests you, sit down and let the sound of my voice take you
back in time to 1905 ...

I

4

n the year 1905, in Kerman, a
sisters what they did at school. Their reply
town in the heart of Iran’s desert, a
was always the same: “school-work”.
pregnant lady, Shirin Anoushirevani, was
lying in bed waiting for the midwives to
At last I was six. We were in the year 1911. I
come to help her. She
was sent, along with a few
already had four children;
other children to a sort of
two boys, Aflatoon and
school called a “mullah”. This
Karimdad, and two girls,
in fact was an ordinary house.
Homayoun and Gohar. The
We worked for the mistress of
child to be born was a girl
the house “Mullah Shirin”,
who was named Zomorod –
doing household chores.
me! Like the others in my
She, in turn, taught us how to
family I was black-haired
read and write. At that time
with brown eyes. But I was
the notion of vacation did not
not the last to be born.
exist. We hardly played, and
Along with my little sister,
when we did, we used
Irani and brother,
pebbles and other such
Anoushirevan we were a
things. You are very lucky to
family of seven children
have modern schools,
and, had my other brothers
vacations and sophisticated
and sisters survived we
toys to play with.
would have been many
more. I see that you are
When I was nine, my parents
surprised, and I understand
arranged my engagement to a
you. Today, in Europe,
nineteen-year-old boy called
Zomorod Anoushirevani Ravari
families are small, but in
Shahriar Ravari. In 1918,
Iran, things are different. For example, you
when I was thirteen and Shahriar twentylive with all your family: parents,
three, we got married in Kerman. Shahriar
grandparents, children and sometimes even
was a priest and, as his wife, I helped him in
your children’s family. We ate on the floor
his priestly duties.
and not on tables, and, as you have already
read, children were not born in hospitals,
I was not a “working-woman” in the modern
but in their own homes.
sense of the term. But women in those days
worked hard at home as there were none of
During the first six years of my life I stayed
the comforts that you take for granted today.
at home and helped with the cleaning and
played with my sister. I liked doing this, but,
Shahriar bought a big house in Kerman
each day, I would ask my older brothers and
after our wedding. It was not a house like
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yours. It was made of baked earth and we
used candles and oil lamps to light up the
rooms as there was no electricity. In those
days houses did not have bathrooms and
each town had its public baths, called
hammams. We did not cook with gas, but
with wood, coal, straw and cow or camel
dung. Do not say “YUK” because it cooked
food very well. We ate grilled or stewed
food. The dishes I liked best were Chelo
Kebab (rice with grilled meat) and Zereskh
Polo (rice with tiny sour Iranian berries and
chicken). Before the Second World War
there was no running water, but there was a
well for each
house.

I had developed an eye problem during the
war and needed an operation. As the
operation could not be performed in Iran, I
was advised to go to India. I spent two
months in Bombay, one of the most
populated cities in India. This is the only
time I have left Iran.

After finishing high school, Mahindokht
married a doctor living in Tehran. I cried
with joy to see my first child entering a new
chapter of her life. This joy was mixed with
sadness to see her leave. In those days, it
took a journey of two days to travel from
Kerman to
Tehran and I
knew that I
Although I
would not see
stopped school
her often.
at an early age,
Irandokht got
some of my
married and
brothers and
settled in
sisters continued
Kerman. Dinyar
their studies.
studied until the
Anoushirevan
age of eleven
became a doctor,
and then started
Aflatoon a
working. He got
pharmacist, Irani
married at the
a mid-wife, and
age of twentyKarimdad a
five to a young
businessman.
art teacher.
Dinyar himself
Shahriar Ravari (right) performing a jashan
To our great
was by then an
grief, our first children died very young of
accountant. Dariush went to Tehran to
incurable illnesses. Mahindokht, born in
continue studies in medicine, and to fulfill
1927, when I was twenty-two years old, was
his ambition of becoming a surgeon. My
the first of my children to enter adulthood.
youngest daughter, Parvine also married
Irandokht was born a year later, and Dinyar,
and settled down not too far away.
my first son was born in 1932. His father
In 1980 a tragic thing happened - my
taught him all the things that boys in those
husband, Shahriar, died. Our religion tells
days needed to know. Do not ask me what,
us that death should be treated in a
I do not know.
dignified manner and that we should not
succumb to unending grief over those who
Then came the Second World War and life
leave us. It tells us that the departed souls
was very hard. The war caused much grief.
are welcomed in another better world. So
Food and medicine were scarce and were
we buried him and prayed for him, wishing
rationed. We suffered most from a shortage
for his soul peace and happiness.
of flour, which was often mixed with
sawdust. Many of my friends had
I sold my house and took turns visiting my
miscarriages or lost their children during the
children. I used to spend my time looking
war and it seemed a miracle when Dariush
after my grandchildren and greatwas born and, four years later, Parvinedokht
grandchildren and helping with the cooking.
my youngest daughter.
In my spare time I knitted, sewed, read the
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Avesta and played cards (I enjoyed playing
cards). Although I loved all my children
dearly, I found myself spending more and
more time at my eldest son’s house. This
was because my great-grandson, Keyarash
was always there, waiting for me. He was
the only person to
have the privilege
of being allowed
to touch my
walking stick on
which I was very
dependant. It
was such a joy in
my old years to
take him in my
arms and to hear
his laughter. He
was my most
precious
treasure.
The Iranian
revolution of 1979
brought great
uncertainty and
change in our
way of life. It
dispersed the
Zomorod’s children - standing from l to r : Irandokht,
Ravaris all
Parvinedokht and Mahindokht. Sitting from l to r :
around the world.
Darius and my grandfather, Dinyar
My grandchildren
left for France,
Sweden, Canada and USA. After a certain
time, some of my children followed them. I
was fortunate to have passed away from
your world before all of them left, for it
would have been impossible for me to
choose between my country and my family.
Today, 20 years after I left your world, I still
vividly remember my happy life on Earth:
my wedding, the births of my first child, my
first grandchild and great-grandchild.
Keyarash is now twenty-one years old and
lives in France. He of course no longer
needs my attention, but I now have to keep
a keen eye on his younger brother, Keyvan
and his cousins, Aryana and Kimia,
because, when they are together, they are
always up to mischief!
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Kimia writes to the Editor: “I would like to
share with you this piece of homework I did two
years ago. I had to do research on one of my
ancestors and I decided to do it on my greatgrandmother, Zomorod Anoushirevani, from my
father’s side.
My grandmother’s memories helped me a lot
with this project and whilst I was listening to
her story on the old life-style in Kerman, I
discovered that although I was half Iranian, I
didn’t know much on my own country and
origin. The Iranian way of life fascinated me
and still does, this is why I think that the story I
have written on Zomorod Anoushirevani might
interest other young Zoroastrians who would
like to know more about their roots and how
their own family lived not so long ago.”

My name is Kimia Ravari and I
am 13 years old. I live in France,
where I was born. My parents
are Zoroastrians from India and
Iran. I live in Le Port Marly a
suburb of Paris and study at
College Pierre et Marie Curie
(Junior High School).

An airplane is flying over the United States at night. The pilot
says “Ladies and Gentlemen, we have lost an engine, and need to
lighten our load, we have dumped all excess fuel, but the plane is
losing altitude. All baggage is being jettisoned.”
A little later, the pilot says “Ladies and Gentlemen, we’re still losing
altitude, we must throw all luggage that is in the cabin”. Despite
more things being thrown out the plane continues its descent.
Pilot : “Still going down - we must throw out some people”. There’s
an audible gasp from the passengers!
Pilot : “But to make this fair passengers will be thrown out in
alphabetical order... so A... any Africans on board?” No one
moves.
Pilot : “B ... any Blacks on board?” No one moves.
Pilot : “C ... any Caribbean’s/Chinese on board?” He goes down
the list. “Eskimos ... Jews. Still no one moves.
Little Parsi boy (asking his dad) : “Dad, what are we?”
Dad : “Tonight son, remember we are Zoroastrians.”
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WZOs agm, sunday 18 september 2005
Sammy Bhiwandiwalla, Chairman said ...
Past Chairman, Mr Shahpur Captain, President Rustam Dubash, Ladies and Gentlemen, Today marks
the conclusion of my first year as Chairman of WZO. The year was a truly eventful one and I would like
to highlight some of the more important occasions, but before I do so, I must take this opportunity to
thank the past and present International Board Members for their messages of good will, enduring
support and encouragement in assisting me throughout this first and most difficult period.
On 4 th March 2005, WZO celebrated its Silver Anniversary, exactly 25 years to the day, when the
original Board signed the Memorandum and Articles of Association. On 19th March we held a celebration
Dinner-Dance to commemorate this day and honour the many hundreds of donors, many of modest
means, who supported us year in and year out. As a gesture of our gratitude to the major donors,
namely ten Charitable Trusts and twenty individuals, we presented each of them with a specially designed
hand made scroll. This important occasion also presented us with a perfect opportunity to show for the
first time a visual presentation of the successful Gujarat Project, projected on two large screens, thanks
to the permission granted to us by the producers Frohar Films of India. In spite of a few hiccups, the
evening was a resounding success.
In May 2005, for the first time we held a joint presentation, in collaboration with ‘Zoroastrians of South
London’, on the life and times of Jimmy Engineer, Pakistan’s renowned artist, social activist, messenger
of peace and a humanitarian. Jimmy captivated us all by his many achievements and a profile of his
life was published in our journal, Hamazor. Our sincere thanks to Chairman, Roshan Mistry and the
committee of ZSL.
On 5th June WZO held its annual conference on Zoroastrian religion, history and culture, with three
excellent speakers. Dr Khosro Khazai of European Centre for Zoroastrian Studies - Brussels spoke
about “Zarathustra and Christianity - the end of 2000 years of misunderstanding.”
Miss Hanna Omerxala, educated at St Petersburg State University and currently concluding her
Doctorate, spoke on “Yezidism - The Kurdish Religion”; and presented us with a comparative study on
Zoroastrianism and Yezidism.
Dr Raiomond Mirza, composer and writer, received his PhD from the School for Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS) – University of London in 2004. He spoke about “The House of Song” – Music in
Zoroastrian Prayer”.
For the first time, all the papers presented at this year’s conference and the 2004 session are available
on DVD at a very nominal cost, because we have successfully produced them in house.
Last year Past Chairman, Rumi Sethna reported extensively on the World body discussions in his out
going speech. He expressed the view that WZO had made compromises in the interest of unity and
speaking with one voice to accept the concept of only one world body encompassing federations and
individuals.
The World Zoroastrian Congress 2005, held in June was to be the back drop to this initiative. In spite
of numerous meetings with delegates from BPP, FEZANA, ZTFE, Iran and the rest of the world, this
objective to create a truly representative International Zoroastrian Organisation, which would encompass
a WZO with individuals and the WZO with federations, was once again frustrated by further barriers.
Sadly, the aspirations and efforts of many were dashed, for after nearly five years of consultations and
discussions the historic setting of the world congress bore no fruit.
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President Rustam Dubash concluding his speech to delegates at the WZC 2005 deliberated, “We do
not live in a perfect world and any concept will have its flaws. I would say to my fellow Zoroastrians at
WZOF that to debate every single point to distraction is not the way forward. Improvements can and
will be made after the formation of the three bodies. I therefore urge all those involved in the IZO/
WZOF/WZOI concept to decisively move forward, to have the courage of their convictions and the
moral fibre to form the three bodies. The time for talking is over, the time for action is now, other wise,
I fear we may have lost the opportunity to create something that the future generations of Zoroastrians
can be proud of.”
The congress itself presented an opportunity to bring awareness of WZO to the international delegates
through powerful presentations at the various debates and open forums by WZO members and
supporters. Outstanding amongst them was Dr Farhang Mehr, holding centre stage day after day with
his oratory and dignified presence, drawing applause from all sections of the community. He cajoled
the audience to move forward, to work together, strengthen our institutions, discard dogma and racism
and practise the faith as good Zoroastrians. Also presenting papers were past and present Board
members Dr Farhang Mehr, Vice-President Keki Bhote, Dr Jehan Bagli and Shahin Bekhradnia all of
whom received well deserved acclaim for their chosen subjects.
My overall feeling, which is a subjective view, was that WZO was well received particularly by overseas
delegates during the congress. In this respect I would like to mention that I had a number of occasions to
talk and acquaint myself with Mehraban Zarthoshty after many years. During the closing night of WZC
2005, while on stage, I was able to thank Mehraban for his life long contribution to the community and
present him with a DVD of WZO’s Gujarat project & also of WZO’s 25th Anniversary celebrations. Mehraban
subsequently most graciously thanked me and WZO with a phone call on his return to the USA.
On 10 th July, Ronnie and Perviz Irani together with their family, threw open their beautiful home and
garden to nearly 200 individuals to a most spectacular BBQ, with mountains of delicious food, drink
and music. Single handed, he coerced companies and individuals to donate handsomely and in the
process helped WZO to raise a princely £6200 towards the Gujarat Farmers Relief Fund. Our sincere
thanks to Ronnie, Perviz, Sarosh, Mondana & Mark, for their kindness and to all those who donated
and helped for a worthy cause.
On 4th April we wrote to the Secretary of State at the Vatican offering our profound condolences to the
College of Cardinals and the followers of the Catholic faith on the demise of Pope John Paul II, on
behalf of the Zoroastrian community throughout the world. This letter was well received and
acknowledged by the Vatican and was published in the press and on the internet and appreciated by
many Zoroastrians as well.
On 7 th June, we forwarded a letter to Mr Koichiro Matsuura, Director General of UNESCO, due to the
grave concerns of the International Zoroastrian community that Nowruz would be declared by UNESCO
as an Islamic celebration and not a Zoroastrian one, due to claims by certain Islamic nations to treat
Nowruz as having special status. A proper historical background to Nowruz was presented to UNESCO
and we also reminded them that UNESCO had designated 2003 as the year for Zarathushtra. This
letter was also published on the internet for the benefit of the international Zoroastrian community.
Though no response was received from UNESCO we hope that the letter has received due consideration.
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With a long history of working for the community and over five years of world body negotiations, Past
Chairman Rumi Sethna is never too far away to be contacted on such matters. He also continues to
play a vital role in fund raising for WZO. All the way from the Isle of Man, Rumi has organised his
annual Gala Dinner Dance and a large contingent of friends and past clients will travel there to attend
the function planned for Saturday 23 rd October. We can all look forward to a weekend of fun and
entertainment. Our thanks to Rumi and Hilda for their continued support for WZO.
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WZO Trust Funds in India, so ably managed by Bachi and Dinshaw Tamboly, raise substantial amounts
of money to rehabilitate Zoroastrian farmers, for rural housing, self-employment, education, medical
support and assisting the Mobeds. We also assist the senior citizens in Navsari and help the poor and
needy with their housing requirements. This year we are making further progress with the opening of
the WZO Trust Funds Dolat & Hormusji Vandrewala Senior Citizens Centre, Navsari, scheduled for
15th December 2005. The Sanatorium in Sanjan is well utilised throughout the year and has received
much praise within the community. Our sincere thanks to both Bachi & Dinshaw.
In January 2005 we sent out an urgent appeal for the victims of the Tsunami tragedy and set up a
disaster fund. The response was overwhelming from a small community like ours. Zoroastrians of
Karachi, WZO Trust Funds, India and WZO London collected considerable sums of money and a
preliminary report on the disbursements made from India, Pakistan and the UK was published. Our
sincere thanks to Toxy Cowasjee, Dinshaw and Bachi Tamboly, and Keki Bhote.
With our social activities we endeavour to raise funds towards the alleviation of poverty, housing,
medical and educational needs thereby playing our part in assisting the less fortunate. Through the
Fali Chotia Foundation, USA, we donate 50% towards the scholarships that the Foundation gives from
its resources to the students in America.
Mrs Toxy Cowasjee is now synonymous with WZO’s publication Hamazor. Single handed, she edits
and produces a quarterly publication which is read around the world and is the recipient of much praise
because of its choice of contributors and diversity of articles.
The Noshirwan F Cowasjee Medical Benevolent Fund, so ably conceived by Noshirwan, continues to
assist towards the numerous applications received each year for medicines and medical treatment.
Our sincere thanks go to Dadi Engineer for managing and looking after the Indian Chapter of the WZO
and also to Keki Bhote for managing the WZO Chapter in the USA. Keki’s enthusiasm for what WZO
stands for is truly infectious and spurs us on to greater heights. WZO’s Chapter in New Zealand is now
almost up and running and we welcome Farah Unwala as our new International Board Member.
Our website is attractive and well visited and can now be used to make donations to the various funds
in US, Canadian and Sterling currencies.
I would like to conclude by thanking all the committee members here in London who play a positive part
in their allocated rolls and functions. I am indeed grateful that we have within the committee a diversity
of skills which could be further strengthened by young blood being encouraged to join the committee,
though this has proved elusive so far. I thank you all for taking the time to attend today’s AGM. Thank
you.
q

Mr Sam Bhiwandiwalla, Chairman of the WZO made this statement on the formation of the WZO New Zealand chapter.
“I am delighted to announce the formation of the WZO Chapter in New Zealand which held its inaugural meeting on 28th December
2005 at 11:30hrs at Imagetext , #3 Owens Road, Auckland. The initiative for this chapter came from Farah Unwalla after she moved
to NZ from India. Farah had been a recipient of a WZO entrepreneur loan in India. She felt that as her circumstances had improved
it would right and proper for her to help other Zoroastrians through WZO.
WZO welcomes both International Board member Farah Unwalla and Darius Mistry in whom we have two young, dynamic and very
enthusiastic business entrepreneurs. With their leadership qualities we hope to bring about a greater awareness of WZO and the
part it plays at an international level by involving the Zoroastrian community in New Zealand. The WZO committee would like to
wish them both all the success in commencing a new phase in the history of WZO and we will endeavour to support them in all their
9
activities.”
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WZO Trust Funds of India, open in the service of the
community, the Dolat & Hormusji Vandrewala Senior Citizens Centre
Dinshaw Tamboly reports ...

t

hursday, 15th December 2005 was a red letter day in the history of the Parsi community of India,
for on that auspicious day, WZO Trusts Funds inaugurated their second senior citizens centre at Navsari.
WZO Trust Funds opened their first senior citizens centre Bai Maneckbai P B Jeejeebhoy Senior
Citizens Centre at Navsari on 6th January 1998. The underlying philosophy on which the initiative
was conceived and developed was to ensure that residents passed the evening of their lives - their
golden years – in a happy environment free from stress and strain.
To have a philosophy is one thing; to remain faithful to it is quite another. WZO have taken
adequate care to adhere faithfully to their philosophy, for within a short time of the opening of their
first centre, occupancy began to rise steadily, and the centre began to run full to capacity.
All the residents reside in an atmosphere, free from any kind of stress and strain enjoying their
golden years to the maximum. Some read, some watch television on a giant screen, while others
take pleasure in indoor games such as carom, cards, chess and so on. A yoga instructor visits the
centre, a physiotherapist guides the residents on various exercises to be done, when they get
afflicted by kinks common to old age. Residents are taken for holidays to Udvada, Sanjan and
picnics to Dandi, Ubhrat etc. Little wonder then, that the centre was running full to capacity.
Rena & Behram Baxter, residents of USA, whilst on a short visit to Navsari in early 2003
were so impressed with the management and various facilities and seeing the centre not
only full to capacity, but happiness writ large on the faces of the residents, they immediately
volunteered to fund the creation of a second senior citizens centre on similar lines. Thus
came into being WZO Trust Fund’s second facility, “Dolat & Hormusji Vandrewala Senior
Citizens Centre”. Like many Parsis, Behram Baxter too has his roots at Navsari where he
spent his childhood and thereafter migrated to USA where he is a successful businessman.
Mrs Ruby Contractor, Mr, Shahpur Captain, both ex Chairpersons of WZO London were present
with their spouses. Members of the local press corps, representatives of Parsi media, were present
to record this momentous occasion.
At 7:45 am on 15th December 2005 nineteen Mobed’s including Vada Dasturji Saheb Meherjirana
participated in the ‘jashan’ ceremony, after which Rena & Behram Baxter inaugurated the centre.
Vada Dasturji Meherjirana thanked the donors for their generosity. He informed the large gathering
that WZO Trust Funds had always responded positively to any appeal that was sent for any of the
community institutions of Navsari. Vada Dasturji also praised the Trustees of WZO Trust Funds
for the service they rendered to the community. He remarked that when it was difficult to look after
even one elderly person at home he was pleasantly surprised to find so many senior citizens
living happily under one roof. Mr. Homi Minocher Homji, the Secretary of Navsari Anjuman also
praised the Trustees of WZO Trust Funds and the work they were doing for the community. The Navsari
Anjuman, the Parsi Infirmary and the Parsi Boys Orphanage took the opportunity to felicitate Mr Behram
Baxter and the Trustees of WZO Trust Funds.
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On behalf of WZO Trust Funds Dinshaw Tamboly thanked the donors Rena & Behram Baxter for their
generous contribution. He expressed gratitude to the Trustees of Bai Maneckbai P B Jeejeebhoy Deed
of Settlement Fund for having funded the first centre and the Trustees of Sir Ratan Tata Trust for their
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generous ongoing subsidy towards the operating cost. Vada Dasturji Mehrejirana and others were
thanked for their kind words; the architect, builder, electrical contractor, painter and others were thanked
for doing good quality work and completing the project on time. He also thanked the staff and expressed
satisfaction for the commitment with which they did their duties.
Thus WZO Trust Funds have created one more institution in the service of the community and continue
to render excellent service in many different areas.

q
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Harmony in Paradox
The Paradox of Being Bad to the Bad
by dina g mcintyre

i

n the Gathas, Zarathushtra describes
the local gods of his time as “... fierce gods
...” Y34.5, 1 and their religions as cruel and
oppressive.
“... the rich Karpan [a type of priest] chose
the rule of tyrants and deceit rather than
truth.” Y32.12.
“When, Wise One, shall men desist from
murdering? When shall they fear the folly of
that intoxicating drink, through the effects of
which the Karpans as well as the evil rulers
of the lands torture our (good) intentions in
an evil way?” Y48.10.
Zarathushtra himself was on the receiving
end of their malice, probably because of his
outspoken criticism of their practices: “To
what land to flee? Where shall I go to flee?
They exclude (me) from my family and from
my clan ...” Y46.1. Using his own good
mind, Zarathushtra concluded that
oppression, cruelty and violence could not
be divine qualities, and that therefore, those
“gods” who embodied such values could not
be divine, could not be worthy of worship.
He concluded that only a being who is pure
goodness, who personifies wisdom in all its
thoughts, words and actions, is worthy of
worship, is Divine.
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Third in the series of 4 papers

perfected. And he teaches that the way for
us to perfect them, is to worship Mazda with
His own divine qualities. We worship His
truth by being truthful and doing what is
right. We worship His good thinking with
our own good thinking. We worship His
aramaiti and His good rule by bringing what
is true and right (asha) to life with our
thoughts, words and actions, thereby
establishing His good rule in ourselves and
in our world. There are many verses in
which Zarathushtra speaks of worshipping
Mazda with His own divine attributes. For
example:
“Yes, praising, I shall always worship all of
you, Wise Lord, with truth and the very
best thinking and with their rule ...” Y50.4
(emphasis added).
“With hands outstretched, Wise One, I shall
serve all of you ... with truth and with the
reverence (worthy) of a sincere person. You,
moreover, with the skillfulness of good
thinking. Praising, I shall encounter you with
such worship, Wise One, and with actions
stemming from good thinking allied with
truth ...” Y50.8 – 9 (emphasis added).
“I shall try to glorify Him for us with prayers
of [aramaiti], ...”Y45.10 (emphasis added).

He calls Divinity, Mazda, (Wisdom
personified), a state of being which includes
certain attributes (among others 2): asha
(truth, beneficence, all that is good and
right), vohu mano (its comprehension),
aramaiti (its realization in each thought,
word and action), and vohu xshathra (good
rule — not a rule of cruelty, deceit and
tyranny, but the rule of asha, vohu mano
and aramaiti 3).

So we see that Zarathushtra’s idea of
Divinity is a God of pure goodness, a God
who is Wisdom personified. And we see that
the path to God is the path of His own
divine characteristics, the path of good
thoughts, good words and good actions. A
necessary conclusion from this premise is
that a good end is achieved through good
means. A good end cannot be achieved
through wrongful means.

It is interesting that Zarathushtra also sees
these divine qualities in man, although not

Yet, there are a number of verses in the
Gathas which might be (and which by some
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have been) interpreted to say that we
should return evil for evil, or bad for bad.
An interesting paradox.
Some of these verses are simply an
expression of the law of consequences –
that we reap what we sow. For example: “...
Thou didst determine actions as well as
words to have their prizes, namely, bad for
the bad, a good reward for the good ...”
Y43.5.4 These verses do not require us to
return evil for evil or bad for bad. The law of
consequences is implemented by Mazda.5
But other verses present more of a puzzle.
They clearly involve man as the one who
must think, speak and act. Here they are:
“... who shall bring about what is bad for the
deceitful one either by word or by thought,
or with his hands, ...” Y33.2.
“ . . .But evils to the person who would
deliver us to evil! - thus satisfying your wish
with truth [asha], Wise One ...” Y46.18.
“... I would do evil to the deceitful one (as)
in accordance with the wish of Him who has
upheld the truth ...” Y51.8.
“Wise One, the deceitful are not able to
deflect those who are properly truthful from
this virtuous spirit [spenta mainyu] ... a man
... shall be loving to the truthful person and
bad to the deceitful one.” Y47.4.
What is Zarathushtra saying here? Is he
saying that the end (getting rid of evil)
justifies the means (doing anything we want
to them, however “bad” it may be)?
Zarathushtra is eminently logical, yet such a
conclusion is not logical, because we
cannot eliminate evil by acting wrongfully
towards wrongdoers. If we act wrongfully
towards wrongdoers, we simply create more
wrong, we don’t eliminate it. Is
Zarathushtra being illogical in the above
quoted verses?
If these verses tell us that we must return
evil for evil, they would be inconsistent with
Zarathushtra’s rejection of the cruel and evil

local gods of his time, and his vision of the
Divine as pure goodness, Wisdom
personified. They also would be
inconsistent with his teaching that the path
to God is the path of His divine attributes,
that a good end is achieved through good
means. Is Zarathushtra being inconsistent
here?
Neither illogical or inconsistent,
Zarathushtra presents us with a paradox.
And these “bad for the bad” verses
themselves give us the key to its resolution.
In Y46.18, doing evil to the evil is linked with
“thus satisfying your wish with truth [asha],
Wise One.” In Y51.8, doing “evil to the
deceitful one” is linked to acting “in
accordance with the wish of Him who has
upheld the truth [asha].” So the quality of
the act to the evil or deceitful would have to
be something that is in accordance with
asha. Similarly, in Y47.4, Zarathushtra
speaks of being “... bad to the deceitful one”
right after he states that the deceitful are not
able to deflect those who are truthful
[“ashaono”] through spenta mainyu (a
benevolent way of being). So the quality of
the act of being “bad” to the deceitful would
have to be consistent with being truthful
through a benevolent way of being.
Thus, at one level, Zarathushtra means
doing “bad” in the sense that we should not
do anything that will prosper the deceitful or
make them successful. We should actively
oppose and retard those who are being evil
or deceitful - bring their deceitful activities to
a bad (unsuccessful) end.
At another level, Zarathushtra is playing
with words as another way of expressing a
basic thought – that you destroy “bad” with
what is “good” ie. “good” being “bad” for (or
destructive of) the “bad”. To illustrate:
Imagine, if you would, a person engaged in
perpetrating a swindle, a fraud. What would
be “bad” for such a person? Revealing the
truth of the matter, which would defeat the
swindle and expose the fraud. So the truth
would be “bad” for the person engaged in
perpetrating the fraud (bad). “Bad for the
bad” in that sense.

13
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This conclusion (that good is “bad” for the
bad) is consistent with the many verses in
the Gathas in which Zarathushtra
specifically states that we will defeat what is
wrong with asha, with the amesha spenta
and with goodness. For example:
“If, during the times after this (present) one
which is under the workings of evil, one
shall defeat deceit by truth [asha], ... then
one shall increase Thy glory, Lord ...”Y48.1,
(emphasis added).
“ ...How might I deliver deceit into the hands
of truth in order to destroy it in accord
with the precepts of Thy teaching ...”
Y44.14 (emphasis added), [the precepts of
the Wise Lord’s teaching is the path of the
amesha spenta].

that I have deleted parts of the verse which are not
relevant to the particular point under discussion.
2

In addition to asha, vohu mano, aramaiti, and vohu
xshathra, the characteristics of the Divine include
haurvatat (completeness, perfection), and ameretat
(non-deathness). The Gathas indicate that man is
capable of attaining these last two characteristics as
w e l l . In the later texts, all of these divine
characteristics were included in the collective term
“amesha spenta” and comprise a benevolent way of
being, spenta mainyu.
3

“But to this world He came with the rule of good
thinking and of truth...” Y30.7; “... the rule of truth
and good thinking ...” Y50.3; “... Grant thou [aramaiti]
your rule of good thinking ...” Y51.3.
4

Other examples of this sort appear in: Y30.8, Y32.12,
and Y46.8.
5

“Those who, with ill will, have increased fury
and cruelty ... whose evil effects one has
not yet defeated with good effects ...”
Y49.4 (emphasis added).
It is important to note, however, that
Zarathushtra’s teachings do not involve
turning the other cheek. They involve using
our thoughts, words and actions to actively
oppose and defeat what is wrong, in a
manner that is consistent with truth and
what’s right (asha), and a good way of
being (spenta mainyu).
Thus we see that the paradox of being
“bad” to the bad resolves itself into the
harmony of a beneficent existence.

q
Notes:
1
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All quotations from the Gathas are from the
translation of Professor Insler, as it appears in The
Gathas of Zarathustra, (Brill, 1975), although Professor
Insler may or may not agree with the inferences that I
draw from his translation. Round parentheses in a
quotation appear in the original translation and
indicate interpretative aides inserted by Professor Insler.
Square brackets in a quotation indicate insertions by
me, sometimes to show the applicable Gathic word but
without its grammatical variations, and sometimes by
way of explanation. And I leave “aramaiti”
untranslated. A string of dots in a quotation indicates

A divine prerogative which is implemented in a
manner consistent with beneficence and good thinking,
(i.e. without Mazda doing evil or acting in a harmful
way) as we will see in The Paradox of the Freedom to
Choose and the Inevitable End.

Dina G McIntyre, is a
Zoroastrian, born in
India and came to USA
in 1956. She earned a
law degree from the
University
of
Pittsburgh, School of
Law, has practiced law in Pittsburgh, Penn, since
1963, is a member of the bar of all federal and state
courts in Pennsylvania, and the United States Supreme
Court. She has been a student of the teachings of
Zarathushtra since the early 1980s and was the Editor
of a 12 lesson course on the Gathas called An
Introduction to the Gathas of Zarathushtra, which she
distributed world-wide in 1989 – 90. She as lectured
on the teachings of Zarathushtra at various conferences
and seminars in the US, Canada, England and India.
Her writings on the teachings of Zarathushtra appear
on these websites: www.vohuman.org and
www.zarathushtra.com

When God leads you to the edge of the cliff,
Trust Him fully and let go, only one of two things will happen,
Either He'll catch you when you fall, or He'll teach you how to
fly.
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Jehan Bagli’s Down Under lecture tour
by jehangir mehta

m

ankind in its quest for Spiritual
truth continually tries to analyze and
distinguish truth from untruth. For some it
may take a whole life time and for others it
may come early in their lives. So how do we
proceed in our own search for truth especially when we are bombarded daily
with massive amounts of information, much
of which is misinformation? We have to be
selective in what we consume. And we have
to be objective - which means looking at
both sides of the coin or an issue. That’s
hard to do sometimes, because we all have
our own personal biases and leaning
towards scholars and their teachings. That
in itself is a test that we all have to undergo
in order to satisfy our spiritual needs.
After reading Ervad Dr Jehan Bagli’s book
Religion of Asho Zarathusht and Influence
through the Ages I was convinced that
listening to him would add a new dimension
and meaning in our quest for finding further
truths about the beautiful religion of
Zarathushtra. There are many real issues
facing the Zoroastrian community. I call
them burning issues because they have
been constantly burning in the minds of
“Thinking” Zoroastrians for last many
decades and there are no quick fixes or
general consensus. Ervad Bagli, an
ordained priest and a scholar in Avesta and
Zoroastrian religion, is one such person
who understands the issues of Zoroastrians
in diaspora.
On behalf of the Zoroastrian Association of
Western Australia, (ZAWA), Zoroastrian
Association of Victoria (ZAV) and the
Zoroastrian Association of New South
Wales (ZANSW), the lecture trip was
meticulously planned and coordinated and
the Zoroastrian community of Sydney, Perth
and Melbourne benefited through a series
of talks and seminars that lasted three
weeks. Dr Bagli and his wife Freny arrived
at Sydney on 13 Sept 2005 and after an

intensive trip that concluded in Melbourne,
they departed for Toronto, Canada on 5 th
October.
The committees from the outset showed
tremendous maturity and commitment in
their decision process. In the eyes of their
community the office bearers of all three
Associations stood out as the real leaders
of the community by virtue of their position
in not adopting either left wing politics or the
politically right mentality. This virtue we
hope transcends our youth and the
committees of tomorrow. That, we should
be guided by the needs of the community,
rather than our own personal ego and
ideology.

Friday 16th September was Ervad
Jehan Bagli’s first talk in Sydney.
Universality of the Zarathushti faith was
held at the Dar-e-Meher amidst a wonderful
setting of greenery and its natural pond
which is continuously fed by subterranean
streams. This oasis of fruit and decorative
trees, shrubs and lawns which has been
nursed and nurtured by Ervad Tim Desai
(President of ZANSW) and his dedicated
team of Zoroastrian helpers was once again
the focal point for the Sydney community.
Dr Sam Kerr a long time resident of Sydney
wrote “Our members I believe, not only
come to listen with respect but also to take
home with them the feeling that the guest
speaker may have broadened their outlook
for the sake of their next generation. I do
not think that they mean that the
Zoroastrian values inculcated into them by
their own parents would thus be by-passed
in any way. Thankfully in our settlement in
Sydney, NSW we have over a period of
three and half decades learnt to exercise a
tolerant attitude and to live and let live. The
question and answer session that followed
each talk once more pointed out that our
settlement in Sydney has certainly moved
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towards maturity. To any thinking mind, the
purpose of having a guest speaker,
whatever the agenda of the speaker may
be, is a healthy exchange of views,
hopefully leading to further discussions in
an open and tolerant manner. This visit of
Ervad Jehan Bagli and his wife Freny
highlighted this clamouring need more than
ever before. A fully ordained Ervad who
understands what he recites in liturgy and a
seasoned and thoughtful speaker, he spelt
out his understanding of the scriptures in a
step-wise and orderly fashion in his two
lectures in Sydney.”
In his talk on Universality of Zarathushtrian
religion - Dr Bagli mentioned that “teachings
of Zarathushtra are devoid of ethnicity.
Gathic hyms if you look objectively - they
attest to the fact that God of Zarathushtra
transcends the border of race, colour and
creed bringing together the entire humanity
under its single banner of communion”. In
his reference to Vohukshathra Gatha Dr
Bagli said “Zarathushtra by consistently
addressing all people, living being, entire
creations, each one, all mankind with the
terms of this nature conveys beyond the
shadow of doubt that the message he was
bringing is for all mankind for all times. No
where in the Gathas does he restrict his
teachings or his message to the group of
people to be exclusively held within
themselves.”
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Sri Swami Sivananda in his autobiography
also mentions that “All great religions of the
world do verily declare this divine message
of the spiritual basis of man’s life. They do
verily declare the universal brotherhood of
man under the fatherhood of the Almighty
Lord. Know well that the heart of the Vedas,
the heart of the Bible, the holy Koran, the
sacred Gathas and all the world scriptures
are in truth one and sing in unison the
sweet message of love and concord,
goodness and kindness, service and
worship. Discard the barriers of name and
form. Seek the oneness at the heart of all
beings. Include within your spiritual
embrace entire humanity. Live for peace.
Live for universal love. Live in the Life
Divine.”

The first lecture in Sydney was followed by
felicitations and good wishes to celebrate
Jehan and Freny’s 49 th wedding anniversary
followed by lunch at the Dar e Meher.

Sunday 18th September was the
second lecture “Is Conversion a
reality”.
This lecture was followed by a Cypress tree
planting ceremony on the grounds of the
Dar-e-Meher.
Ervad Jehan Bagli’s explanation of
conversion threw a new light and
perspective on the whole concept of the
Universality of Zoroastrian religion. On the
question of whether Zarathushtra did
convert people to Zoroastrian religion his
response was “It depends on how one
interprets conversion. Today we relate it to
religion, but conversion is also a
characteristic of an individual that one
changes and that is also conversion.
Conversion in terms of going from one
religion to another as we understand today
was not the same as the conversion in
those days in the time of Zarathushtra.
There was no organised religion then.
Zarathushtra was trying to bring mankind on
the path of truth- he was trying to bring
mankind on the path of righteousness, of
being in peace and harmony with nature. In
that sense yes Zarathushtra did convert the
character of an individual or the character of
mankind and if that’s what you call
conversion, yes, but that in today’s term
may not necessarily be the same. In
Zarathushtrian concept- conversion is also
acceptance from within ones own self
without the need of others.”

Friday 23 September in Perth was an
informal meet and greet evening which
coincided with the Jamva Chaloji night.
On Saturday Ervad Bagli engaged in
talks on three topics – Time Homeland
and Teachings of Zarathushtra,
Universality of Zarathushtrian religion and Religiosity and Spirituality.
After the luncheon (masala dal, chaval,
chicken liver, wafer, lagan nu custard )
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which had been prepared by the ladies and
families of the ZAWA committee, there was
question and answer sessions with a coffee
break.

Sunday 25th Sept was a special
afternoon session for the Perth
youth.
Monday 26 September – Picnic at
Hyde Park was organised and there was
further discussions with people who had
missed out on previous sessions.
A humble and yet a powerful message that
penetrated the mind and hearts of the small
group that had come to listen to Ervad Bagli
was simple and yet relevant in today’s
global village. “Every individual has his or
her own differing spiritual needs just like we
have our physical needs. Religions and
faiths are like different pathways leading to
the same point or goal - Creator
Ahuramazda. That the supreme divinity
Ahuramazda resides within Man himself,
and has to be awakened. Therefore some
people may require more than others to
satisfy their spiritual needs. To some of us
doing kusti and our Avestan prayers may be
quite sufficient. While others might pursue
spirituality over and above their Zoroastrian
faith by various other means. This is what
some other individual may well need to fulfill
his or her inner self .”
Another message that came as a reminder
was that we should not reject as nonsense
or skeptisism anything that we are not sure
of. That, we must first find the truth and not
be arrogant in our rejection. There are
highly evolved souls living amongst us in
this corporeal world who work for the good
of mankind and we must give careful
consideration before we make a judgement
or dismiss it lightly. Revered Dr Mehta in the
book The journey of Life Eternal also
mentions that “Accept what is acceptable
but do not reject what is not acceptable.” He
further goes on to say “With time, changed
circumstances and inner growth, what is not
acceptable initially, will not only be
accepted, but may be the very Thought or
Principle which will create the opening in

your mind, through which the Higher
Consciousness can descend into your
mind.”
Dr Bagli in his concluding talk in Perth on
Spirituality and Religiosity quoted Lord
Tennyson “For what are men better than
sheep and goat if knowing God they lift not
hands in prayer both for themselves and for
those who call their friends”.
On the question of Magav Sahebs of
Demavand Koh - Ervad Bagli’s prophetic
response was - “Individuals have to make
an attempt to attune themselves with
spirituality and you can do that with Magav
Sahebs of Damavand or through Asho
Zarathusht or through Ahura Mazda or
through other means. The effort and the
responsibility and the willingness has to be
there and for those who are willing to do,
they are there. For those who cannot, no
information is enough.”
The frequently asked socio-religious
question of whether we should marry within
the fold was answered in the most profound
manner - Marriage is a decision between
two human beings. There is a culture and
tradition that evolves with every individual.
You will certainly facilitate barriers between
two individuals if they belong to the same
culture. Yes in that sense marrying within
the fold has an advantage from a cultural
standpoint - Nevertheless an interfaith
marriage, if that happens, should be equally
respected and accepted within the
community so that they can integrate with
the Zoroastrian community - religion should
not stand as a barrier for that union. After all
marriage is a union of two people living a
joyous, harmonious, peaceful and spiritual
life together.
On the subject of whether children of mixed
marriages should be allowed in the fire
temple - Dr Bagli emphasised the need for
mutual respect. He reiterated that the
“Agiaries in India are built by certain
donations of individuals and they are within
their rights to have the prerogative of
making rules for entry in their fire temple.
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We should learn to respect their wishes and
we should not go against their will. The very
fact that you respect that, can bring to the
attention of the people the sincerity of the
following of the religion of Zarathushtra. You
are demonstrating how closely you are
following the doctrines of the Prophet.” At
the end of the first day of his deliverance of
lectures in Perth quite a few people were
impressed by his simple and clear
messages about how one should lead a
joyous, peaceful and truthful life.

t

he Melbourne leg of the lecture
tour comprised of a series of talks spread
out evenly over a period of 4 days. On
Friday 30 th September Ervad Bagli gave a
talk on Time Homeland and Teachings of
Zarathushtra in the evening followed by
question and answers. Saturday 1st October
saw as many as 60 people gather to listen
on topics as varied as Yasna Haptanhaiti,
Zarathushtrian Calendar, and
Zarathushtrian Universality followed by
question and answers session. Afternoon
lunch of curry and rice special had been
prepared by the ZAV committee.
Sunday School in Melbourne which forms
part of their children’s religious classes on
the first Sunday of each month became the
venue for yet another round of talks and
discussions at the Glen Waverly suburb hall
on Sunday 2 nd October. The talk was on
“Significance of Zarathushtrian rituals and
Gathic Vision and Later Tradition”. The ZAV
committee in their infinite wisdom facilitated
the lectures in such a way that they allowed
people at different locations and on different
days to experience and participate in the
lectures of their choice. On Monday there
was a general question and answer session
at one of the committee member’s
residence in the evening.
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Perviz Dubash , president of ZAV,
Melbourne wrote, “Melbournians were quite
keen to learn as much as they could from
Ervad Jehan’s visit. We found Jehan equally
keen to share his knowledge. On the topic
of “Time Homeland and Teachings of
Zarathushtra” it was interesting to learn
about the genesis of our religion from a man

who had done painstaking research on the
subject. None of us had the slightest clue
about Yasna Haptanhaiti. And did we learn.
We learnt that Zarathushtra’s Gathas are
preserved between chapters 27 and 54 but
there is a break between chapters 34 and
43, and that Yasna Haptanhaiti may be the
missing link. Zarathushtrian Universality
raised a gamut of emotions between the so
called “Traditional and the Non Traditional
groups and in the heat of argument we
missed the main point: Zarathushtra’s
pristine message of Universal Brotherhood relationship of ‘Man and Man’, without
which Man has no hope of a relationship
with ‘Man and God’. Gathic Vision was my
favourite lecture. In his talk, it struck me that
Zarathushtra truly deserves the title of ‘The
greatest of all prophets’ as he was the first
man in humankind’s recorded history to
open up man’s consciousness to God Ahura Mazda - Lord of Wisdom. Before this
it was a matter of superstitious beliefs rather
than a truly clear insight. This insight can be
truly claimed as the greatest breakthrough
in human consciousness. Jehan also
brought home the fact that it is best to go to
the purest source of our religion, the Gathas
of Zarathushtra for Divine inspiration.”
Perviz further goes on to say “Parsis being
Parsis, there were some arguments and
counter arguments, but I would like to
believe none with malice in our hearts.
Quite often Truth (Asha) stares right in our
faces, but we still miss it with our myopic
muddled mind. It is best to take
Zarathushtra’s admonition and clean the
cobwebs out of our mind because for me
the concept of Vohu Mana is more of a
pristine, immaculate, clear mind rather than
the traditional approach of a good mind.”
Jehan and Freny’s insurmountable energy
and their indomitable spirit of enjoying life to
the fullest left us in awe - His six hour
marathon lecture in Perth broke all barriers
during the trip. There was never a dull
moment with them. When not lecturing or
answering to questions on religion, they
absorbed the sights and sounds of the cities
they visited in Australia. Be it the Sydney
Harbour bridge and its beautiful Darling
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Harbour in Sydney, Kings Park in Perth or the
long drive to Philip Island to see the fairy
penguins in Melbourne - they did not shy from
climbing, walking or sitting in the car for long
hours. There were other milestones in Jehan
and Freny’s trip to Australia. Their 49th
wedding anniversary was celebrated in
Sydney and a cake cutting afternoon with
children on Jehan’s 78th birthday in Perth.
Jehan often proudly confessed - that all that
he has achieved would not have been
possible without the sacrifice, encouragement
The Bagli’s celebrate 49 years together
and support from his wife Freny.

Jehan’s 78th birthday

Ervad Bagli exuded humbleness, and
simplicity. His ability to listen was the most
important attribute. And to listen requires
humility. He made all efforts to try and
understand people’s view points and their
arguments. After listening to people he
gently gave his opinion and not a decree.
He always insisted that you make the
choice through your good mind Vohu Mano
and that in turn would lead you to Asha - the
Righteous path.
Jehan Bagli lectures at Perth
He left an indelible mark on many who had Planting of cypress tree at Sydney
come to listen to his talks. For some of us
there was freshening of mind, strengthening
of an individual’s conviction with personal
satisfaction and joy of receiving this true
knowledge. Even if a few children or
families were able to benefit from this visit
References
of Ervad Bagli, then that small cross section
Autobiography of Swami Sivananda.
The Journey of Life Eternal by Bahram
of the Zoroastrian community in Australia
Rashid Shamardaan, PhD.
has indeed benefited. And if that little
stirring in ones heart has improved the
quality of life for a few, then we can humbly
Photographs courtesy Behram Cooper
conclude that his visit was worth the effort.
(Perth), Sam Kerr (Sydney), Kurush Zaiwala
Jehangir Mehta, with his wife
The measure of success lay not in the
(Melbourne)
Phyrooza lives in Perth,
numbers that came to listen to Ervad Bagli;
Western Australia.
nor did it lay in the Prophetic words that he
spoke. The success lay in how deeply
reinforced, some people felt about their
quest for truth.

In conclusion I would like to thank the office
bearers of ZAWA, ZAV and ZANSW,
families and friends for their hospitality and
their precious time in hosting the guests at
their homes, and scores of others who
worked behind the scenes to make this
q
Australian lecture tour a success.

A woman goes to the post office to buy stamps
for her Christmas cards.
She says to the clerk, “May I have 50 Christmas
stamps?” The clerk says, “What
denomination?” The woman says, “God help
us. Has it come to this? Give me 6 Catholic, 12
Presbyterian, 10 Lutheran and 22 Baptists.”
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Ervad Dr Jehan Bagli - honoured by the community
A man of religion, a man of science

by farishta m dinshaw

O

n October 22, 2005, a group
of people collected at the
Rustom Arbab Guiv Darbe
Meher in Toronto, to pay
tribute to Ervard Dr Jehan
Bagli for his contribution to the Zoroastrian
community in Canada and to the community
at large.

HOSTS : Friends of
Jehan Committee
SPONSORED BY :
Zoroastrian Assoc of
Quebec
SUPPORTED BY :
Federation of
Zoroasrian Associations
of North America World Zoroastrian
Organisation Zoroastrian Society of
Ontario Ontario Zoroastrian
Community
Foundation Zoroastrian Association
of Greater New York
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The event was organized by the
Zoroastrian Association of
Quebec, and as part of the event
there was a PowerPoint
presentation of photographs
depicting his life in Montreal
where he and his family first
settled when they arrived in
Canada in 1959. A cross section
of people, some of whom had
known Dr Bagli for several
decades and some who were
recent friends, traced his life for
the benefit of the guests which
included not only those who had driven down
from Montreal, but also many who had flown
in from several cities in the United States.
Jehan Bagli was born in Mumbai on
September 25, 1928 to Dhunmai and
Framroz Bagli as the older of two children.
He did his schooling at Sir J J P B
Institution, popularly referred to in Gujrati as
“Sir ni school.” While still studying, Jehan
began his training to be a mobed, and at the
age 14 he was initiated at the Vadi Der-beMehr in Navsari as a Navar and a year
later as a Martab.
I first met Dr Bagli in Karachi in January
1993, when he had been invited by the
Karachi Zarthosti Banu Mandal to talk about
the unification of the Zoroastrian calendar.
At that time he was already a well-known
scholar of the Zoroastrian religion and a
community activist. But Dr Bagli remembers
feeling embarrassed as a young student in
London when a classmate asked him
questions about Zoroastrianism which he

was unable to answer. He credits that
moment as being the starting point to what
has become a life-long quest for the
understanding of the religion.
He is committed to the cause of
perpetuation of the Zoroastrian faith as a
Universal way of life and has devoted much
of his time and energy to
understanding and disseminating
the knowledge of the religion of
Zarathushtra and in dialoging at
interfaith activities. He represents
Zoroastrian Society of Ontario at
the Ontario Multifaith Council.
Although Dr Bagli’s achievements
to the community are numerous,
one stands out particularly
because of its historic nature. In
1968, he was the founding
president of the Zoroastrian
Association of Quebec, the first
Zoroastrian body in North
America. Another historical
accomplishment for Dr Bagli is that, in 1978,
he almost single handedly published the
first North American periodical Gavashni
from Quebec which was to become the
fore-runner of the widely read FEZANA
Journal.
Many Hamazor readers may already be
familiar with Dr Bagli’s commitment to the
Zoroastrian community worldwide.
However, what may come as a surprise is
that Dr Bagli has another side which is far
less known to Zoroastrians — that he is an
internationally renowned, award-winning
scientist and was involved in the
development of six drug candidates for
clinical studies.
His journey into science started in 1951
when he was the recipient of the Gold
Medal from the Indian Pharmaceutical
Association after he obtained a BSc (tech)
in Technology of Pharmaceuticals and Fine
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Chemicals from St Xavier’s College,
Mumbai. After that, he received the J N Tata
Endowment Scholarship for three years
which enabled him to complete his
doctorate in Medicinal Chemistry from
University of London, England in 1955.
Later, Jehan repaid the full scholarship so
that another student could benefit from it – a
gesture that speaks volumes about the kind
of man he is. He then went on to do his
Postdoctoral Research at Johns Hopkins
University in Baltimore from 1955 to 1959.
Whilst in Baltimore he also received the
U S Public Health Service Fellowship
(1955-1957) and the US National Institute of
Health Fellowship from 1957-1959. From
1959 -1960, Dr Bagli was the National
Research Council of Canada Fellow, at
Laval University, Quebec.
In 1965, Dr Bagli joined Ayerst Research
Labs in Montreal as a Senior Research
Scientist. Within a short period of time, Dr
Bagli climbed the ladder to Group Leader,
and then to Senior Research Advisor, and
by 1979 to Associate Director of Chemistry
Research. In 1983, Dr Bagli was among an
exclusive group of people selected to
relocate to Princeton, New Jersey when
Ayerst labs moved their operations to the
United States.
He is internationally renowned for his
research contributions in the area of

Jehan receiving an award on behalf of FEZANA from
President Firdosh Mehta

Prostaglandin, which is one of a number of
hormone-like substances that participate in
bodily functions such as control of blood
pressure, and dilation and constriction of
blood vessels. He has been involved as
Chair or co-chair for several symposiums
about topics as Prostaglandins, and PDEInhibitors. He has also been invited to
lecture at various universities around the
world, including those in Iran, India and the
Netherlands. He is the author of over 60
professional papers, and has contributed a
chapter on Prostaglandins in the book
Development of Anti-asthmatic Drugs which
was published in 1984. He has 49 United
States patents on drug candidates. In 1995,
Wyeth/Ayerst Research promoted him to
Distinguished Research Fellow. This is a
rare honour. Dr Bagli retired from his job in
1997, but still mentors new PhD candidates,
and sets an example to motivate a number
of junior scientists.
In his address to the audience, Dr Bagli
stressed the importance of unity and the
need to see divinity in all creation. It was an
appropriate comment from a man whose
own work is an example of how religion and
science, often seen as polar opposites, coexist harmoniously.

Farishta Dinshaw has
teaching in her genes.
Currently she works as a
Community Development
Worker, Family Violence
Initiative, supporting 11
ethno-cultural agencies in
Toronto to raise awareness
about violence against
women, children & elders.
She has presented papers on
various topics relevant to
the Zoroastrian religion and
community at three
international congresses.
Farishta is also the author
of the insightful story of a
fictional boy befriended by
Zarathushtra
called
“Discovering Ashavan”.

q
From notes by Dolly Dastoor
Photographs below, through the courtesy of
Dolly

Jehan with past Presidents of ZAQ, Edul Kanga,
Gev Karkaria, Khushroo Mehta and Vice President
Rohinton Marolia.Dolly Dastoor in the photograph
on the right, is present President of ZAQ.
L to R: Dolly Dastoor, Jehan and his wife Freny
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Zoroastrians in Pakistan’s Armed Forces
by rustom darrah
Hamazor carried an article written by Prof John Hinnells on Parsis in Armed Forces, which included the
fighting men of the subcontinent in Issue 2/2004 pp 16 -22. Lt Gen Adi M Sethna followed up by giving us
the highlights of the Parsis in Armed Forces of India in Issue 3/2004 pp 20 - 23. To complete the story of
our ‘fighting men’ of this region, Brig Rustom Darrah reminiscences about the men in Pakistan’s Armed
Forces. If the history of Zoroastrians in the Armed Forces of Iran is included in the future, I am sure the
readers would appreciate it. - Ed.

i

n 1947 at the time of partition
there were a fair number of
Zoroastrians serving in the armed
forces of British India. Many
belonged to regions that on
Partition constituted the state of
Pakistan. This handful of
servicemen opted for continuance
of their service in the nascent
state of Pakistan and rightly hold
a niche among the pioneers of the
Pakistan Armed Forces.
As in the Indian armed forces,
Zoroastrians in the Pakistan
armed forces earned for
themselves an enviable reputation of
uprightness and professional
competence, and despite their
miniscule numbers are even
today looked upon with
reverence and affection by their
colleagues with whom they
came into contact.

Irani and Mehernosh Darrah. The
old guard were all either from the
Indian Military Academy Dehradun
or from Officers Training School
Bangalore. Also at the time there
was a Junior Commissioned Officer
in the Corps of Electrical &
Mechanical Engineer by the name of
Firoze (if my memory serves me
right) Rustomji.
A few words on each of them as I
knew them:
Lt Col Bejon Kanga

I recollect Tim Gora as living in the
Rawalpindi Club and for us kids
(then) he used to make small tin
boats with a small oil lamp, which he
would ply for us in his bath tub.
Good old Farrokh Laskary was a
very humourous person and was
always cracking jokes and I don’t
remember ever hearing the same
one from him twice – he apparently
had a large repertoire of jokes.
Farrokh lost an eye in an accident.
Farrokh was closely followed in
humour by Gussy Nanavati.

From early childhood I had
occasion to meet and know most
of them, as they were
colleagues of my father
Mehernosh Darrah who too was
one of the optees for the
Soli Bharucha was an outdoor man;
Pakistan Army. The old guard as
he needed the slightest excuse even
Lt Col Farrokh Laskary
one may now call them included
a remote cloud in the sky and he
(not in order of service seniority)
would be all set for going on a
Lt Col Fali Talati
Brigadiers Sarosh Irani and Jal
picnic. He was among the pioneers
Golwalla, Lieutenant Colonels Bejon Kanga,
on Topi Park (now National Park)
Fali Talati, Farrokh Laskary, and Maneck
Rawalpindi and he would insist on taking us
Sopariwalla (Mack P S), Majors Tim Gora,
kids out in his car after dinner and
Soli
Bharucha,
Gustad
Nanavati,
Jimmy
encouraging us to sing on top of our voices
22
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while driving past the
Commander-in-Chief’s house
(where today General Pervez
Musharraf resides).
I did not know Sarosh Irani and
Fali Talati well enough personally
so as to mention anything.
Sarosh Irani spent a bright
career, which included a stint as
Pakistan’s Defence Attache in
Paris in the early days. Also no
comments on Mehernosh Darrah
as he was my father.
Jimmy Irani was a favourite of
the kids at that time because he
was always offering us
something to eat.
Jal Golwalla, to my mind, was
the most serious of this lot, but a
loveable and a very caring
person. He died of cancer a few
years ago and it was not till the
disease was really in the final
stages of consuming him that
the family got to know of it – that
was typically Jal Golwalla. An
intelligent, brave and
courageous soldier no doubt
who held some of the most
coveted appointments during his
service. Jal Golwalla during his
illustrious career saw action in
both Indo-Pak wars of 1965 and
1971. For his exemplary bravery
in 1965 Jal was decorated and
was a recipient of a gallantry
award of Sitara-e-Jurat. He also
remained a state guest of India
(Prisoner of War) in 1965.

that he’s fast running out of
foursomes as the people he
played with have either passed
away or have become too old to
move around to play.

Brig Jal Golwalla on left, receiving
Sitara-e-Jurrat from President Ayub
Khan

And there was Mack P S
(Maneck Soparivala). A
devoted and courageous
soldier who loved to be in
the field. A man of few
words normally particularly
with people he did not know
too well, which was
generally misunderstood
and people thought he was
a snob. I do recollect
Maneck as a jolly and
talkative person particularly
with my family and that is
how it has been till his very
end. Maneck died recently
on March 29 th, 2005.

Brig Sarosh Irani

That is what I remember of the
old guard.

In the newer group, or shall we
say thoroughbred Pakistani
products, the first was Brigadier
Ardeshir Nadirshaw who being
from the Electrical &
Mechanical Engineers was a
Lt Col Mack Soparivala
direct commissioned officer.
The lot who graduated from the
Pakistan Military Academy Kakul
(again not in order of service
seniority) include Major General
Kaizad Soparivala (Maneck’s
son), Brigadier Rustom Darrah
(was the first Zoroastrian to enter
and graduate from the portals of
the Pakistan Military Academy
A dig at Beji is in order as he is
and whose parents were
my father-in-law. Beji Kanga
requested by the authorities to
apparently had two passions
present a copy of the Avesta to
while he was in uniform – his
enable him to take his Oath and
work and playing bridge. And
which was subsequently used for
perhaps he never mixed the
all Zoroastrians), Majors
two. A lot of people known to me
Jamshed Chowna, Ardeshir
Maj Gustad Nanavati
know him as they played bridge
Elavia, Khursheed Bharucha and
together. He would perhaps still
Mahyar Dhatigara. All have since retired
be playing regularly today, but as he puts it
and the only serving officer from this group
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is Major General Firoze
Aga, a medico who has
seen service in all three
services. Firoze perhaps
would be retiring before this
goes to print and that would
mark the end of the
Zoroastrians in the
Pakistan Army.
Most of us thoroughbreds
were from the fighting arms
(that is perhaps we may still
be nurturing an aggressive
Maj Mahyar Dhatigara
spirit). Rustom and Mahyar
were from Armoured Corps; it
would be unseemly for me to say
anything for myself, but Mahyar
excelled in displaying his fabulous
culinary skills which was quite
opposed to his profession as a
tank-man.
Amongst the ‘Pongoes’
(infantry men) were
Jamshed Chowna, Kaizad
and Khursheed Bharucha.
Jamshed in keeping with
his short height (quite
unlike his lanky brother)
kept a low profile.
Khursheed seemed to have
excelled in getting into
trouble always; he
apparently had a knack for
it. Kaizad was a more
serious person and
Capt Noshir Cooper PN
following in his father’s
style was friendly only when he got
to know you well. Kaizad was
severely wounded in the 1971
Indo-Pak war for which he received
a gallantry award and perhaps he
still carries a few of the war
trophies (shrapnel) within his body.
Incidentally Kaizad was the first
Zoroastrian to be promoted Major
General in the Pakistan Army.
Ardeshir Elavia spent a very short
time in the Army but in the few
years that he spent made an
unforgettable name for himself; he
is still remembered by those he
came into contact with.
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Maj Mehernosh Darrah

Brig Ardeshir Nadirshaw

Maj Gen Kaizad Soparivala

Brig Rustom Darrah

Some of us left the
service at an early
stage while others
stayed on to
complete their
service but both
lots have proved
their mettle both in
peace and war and
have acquitted
themselves most
honourably in all
assignments
throughout their
careers. And let me
add that they did hold
some of the more
coveted
appointments.

Maj Jamshed Chowna

Unfortunately the
Pakistan Navy and
Maj Gen Firoze Agha
the Air Force saw a
much slimmer
representation by
Zoroastrians.
Pakistan Navy had
only one in the old
guard, Captain PN
Noshir Cooper, the
Judge Advocate
General who
received the award
of Sitara-e-Khidmat
Gp Capt Percy Virjee
for compiling the
Naval Law. In the
newer lot came
Lieutenant
Commander Sarosh
Virjee, an
educationist who
too has since
retired. Pakistan Air
force was a little
better off. In the old
guard, there was
Squadron Leader
F/Off Kurush Irani
Behram Pestonji.
The present lot include Group Captain
Percy Virjee and Flying Officer Kurush
Irani. Two of the lot who have since
retired are Behram Pestonji and Byramji
Irani.
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Very soon we shall have only
Percy and Kurush as our
representatives in the Armed
Forces. It must go to the credit of
the Armed Forces that they have
always kept their doors open for
Zoroastrians and continue to do
so. We have always been
welcomed and it would not be
correct to say that we were
discriminated against on grounds
of religion. Despite the smallness
of our numbers as a community
the heights and appointments
attained belie any notions of
victimization. Even today, the
Zoroastrians are looked upon
with respect and affection.
Although they may not be on the
scene anymore, many are still
revered by reputation. The
community should rightly feel
proud of the accomplishments of
their fellow Zoroastrians. I for
one maintain that the Army was
good to me and good for me and
I cherish memories of the days
(30 years plus) I spent there. It
would really be heartening for us
the old guard to see some of our
younger generation following in
our footsteps and joining the
armed forces.

q
Photographs courtesy of individuals
or through their families

Men who have served in the
Pakistan Armed Forces
Maj Gen Feroze Agha
Maj Gen Kaizad Soparivala
Brig Rustom Darrah
Brig Jal Golwalla
Brig Sarosh Irani
Brig Ardeshir Nadirshaw
Lt Col Bejan Kanga
Lt Col Furrokh Laskary
Lt Col Maneck Soparivala
Lt Col Fali Talati
Maj Ken Bankwalla
Maj Khursheed Bharucha
Maj Soli Bharucha
Maj Jamshed Chowna
Maj Minocher Darrah
Maj Mahyar Dhatigara
Maj Ardeshir Elavia
Maj Tim Gora
Maj Jimmy Irani
Maj Gustad Nanavati
Sub Feroze Rustomji (Sethna)
Capt Meher Hansotia
Capt Feroze Kanga
Capt Noshirwan Mistry
Gp Capt Percy Virjee
Sqn Ldr Behramjee Irani
Sqn Ldr Daraius Dastoor
Sqn Ldr Behram Pestonji
Air Sgt Sam Vakil
F/Off Kurush Irani
F/Cad Marazban Haveliwalla
Capt PN Noshir Cooper
Lt Comm PN Sarosh Virjee

Maj Jimmy Irani

Sqn Ldr Behramjee Irani

courtesy of
Maj Mahyar Dhatigara

Rustom Darrah was born in Lahore where he acquired his early
education. He joined the Pakistan Military Academy, Kakul in May
1967 and was the first Zoroastrian cadet to join the Pakistan military
Academy. He graduated 1969 and was commissioned in the Pakistan
Armoured Corps. He is a graduate of Command & Staff College Quetta
and National Defence College, Rawalpindi, both prestigious institutions
of the Armed Forces. During his service spanning 30 years he held many
important command, staff and instructional assignments. As a Brigadier,
he sought his retirement from the service in October 1997.
Married with two children (grown up and married), Rustom is now
settled in Karachi.

Sub Feroze Rustomji (Sethna)
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Parsi in the Civil War
Exerpt from a posting sent by Shahrokh Mehta on creating awareness

f

rancis C Assisi & Elizabeth Pothen have written an article on the role of South Asians who fought in
the US Civil War. In it is mentioned ...
“among the sailors is the fascinating story of an Indian Parsi prince from Lahore who served in the
USNavy, made his home in San Francisco, and upon his death in 1911, was interned with full military
honours at the Presidio.
... Antonio F Gomez alias Rustomjee C Bey
Perhaps the most intriguing story is that of Conjee Rustomjee Bey. All the ingredients for an Indian
American historical novel can be salvaged from the life story of this Parsi who claimed Punjabi royalty
as part of his Indian heritage. We are presently examining the roots of his Lahore connection with the
help of the History Dept at Lahore Govt College.
This is the bare outline of the story that can be pieced together from his military pension records and
from newspaper archives.
Born 10 th December 1836 into a princely family of the Punjab, at the age of 12 the young Rustomjee
was packed off from Lahore to be educated in London. Twelve years later the adventurous young man,
with the British flag tattooed on both arms, arrived in New York. He became the protege of the famous
Rev Henry Ward Beecher. Beecher managed to convert him and promptly assigned him a Hispanic
nave, which didn’t quite clash with his princely good looks.
Because Beecher would have liked to transform the Parsi prince into a Christian minister, he encouraged
Gomez to pursue studies towards the ministry. But the compulsions of war wrought a significant change
in the young Indian’s trajectory. It happened on 8 February 1862, when Gomez walked into the sprawling
Navy Yard in Brooklyn and enlisted as a Ward Room Steward aboard the USS North Carolina. He went
on to serve aboard the USS Dacotah and the Iroquois. Two weeks after his first discharge Gomez
reenlisted to serve aboard the USS Niagara where he was discharged April 1865 in Lisbon, Portugal.
After spending some time with the Beechers, Gomez made San Francisco his home, becoming perhaps
the first South Asian to settle and raise a family in the city. His home, first at the 1600 block of Gough
Street and, after the 1906 earthquake, at 2500 block of Gough Street, was in the heart of San Francisco.
A year after the death of his first wife Alice Vass in 1888, Gomez married Suzanne Dutreux at the Grace
Spiscopal Church in San Francisco.
For 44 years Gomez worked for the Navy Pay office in downtown SF. And when he died of pneumonia
in 1911 the Navy gave him full military honors, interning his body in the Presidio. His wife Suzanne and
their four children survived Gomez. We are in the process of locating the descendants of Gomez’s son
and three daughters, who are believed to have lived in Oakland, California.”
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Musically yours
by zarine boyce

Virtuosi studio

‘Life’s aspirations come in the guise of children’ - Sir Rabindranath Tagore

V

irtuosi of Houston is a chamber
orchestra for young musicians between the
ages of 11 and 18 under the leadership of
internationally renowned maestros Franz
Anton Krager, Director of orchestral studies,
and Andrzej Grabiec, Professor
of violin at the Moores School of
Music, University of Houston.
Virtuosi’s mission statement
avers that it was formed to create
a pre-professional climate and
performance opportunities for
Houston’s most focused young
musicians regardless of race,
religion or financial status and to
bring an expanded repertoire of
chamber orchestra works to
Houston audiences.

has enabled him to be a player in the
symphony orchestra of his university.
Houston’s PBS television recently
recognized some Virtuosi’s recent
graduates who are pursuing their musical
education at various leading
music schools and conservatories
of the world. Before the formation
of the Houston chapter, only one
or two students a year from this
area went on to study at these
prestigious schools. From the
class of 2003-04, 28 of the 36
graduating musicians continued
their education at the best music
conservatories and from the class
of 2004-05, 11 of the 13
graduating seniors are pursuing
further studies in music.

This chamber orchestra attracts
Born in India, Zarine and
Rehan Kapadia
young talented musicians from all
Meherwan Boyce, board
cultural backgrounds and there is a fierce
members since 2001, have been at the
competition amongst them, as only the very
forefront ofVirtuosi’s growth, with support
best are selected in the yearly auditions,
from the board of directors and the
and even returning students undergo
executive committee comprising of civic,
audition. In the 2002-04 season, one of
business and social leaders in the Houston
Virtuosi’s violinists was a young
community. Both work in a volunteer
Zoroastrian, Rehan Kapadia who was born
capacity – Meherwan as the current
in Mumbai and is presently studying
Chairman, and Zarine as the President.
electrical engineering as a sophomore at
Virtuosi has only one full time paid position
the University of Texas in Austin, with music
– that of the manager. The two maestros
as his second major. Rehan’s love and
and the orchestra manager are part time
talent for music and his training at Virtuosi
and are paid an honorarium.
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Mentioning to friends, the need of giving the
orchestra. These quartets are in great
orchestra a true sense of belonging by
demand in Houston. They are
having its own studio, which they could call
commissioned to play for various openings,
‘home’, Zarine and Meherwan were
festivals, and parties. They also provide a
instrumental in obtaining a 4000 sq ft studio
musical interlude in the life of many senior
in Town and Country Mall donated by the
citizens at nursing homes who are unable to
owners, Bahram and Carolyn Yazdani.
attend musical concerts. The young
When, in two years’ time, the Mall was sold
musicians thereby develop a sense of
and subsequently torn down in the name of
community service, and the honorarium,
progress,Virtuosi moved to a larger facility
earned from the quartet performances,
in Memorial City
make private
Mall, again donated
lessons or
by the owners and
musical
operators – the
instruments more
MetroNational. This
affordable for the
structure had to be
talented youth.
completely
remodeled, as it
The annual
had not been in use
budget of the
for 10 years.
orchestra is
Zarine designed the
$250,000 and its
space and sat there
funds come
for one month as
through corporate
the ‘general
and individual
contractor’ getting
donations,
all the work done at
government and
cost, or as
L to R: Zarine & Meherwan Boyce, Ms Ellington, Consul General
private
donations. The
of France, Denis Simonneau
foundations. It is
renovated facility
also funded in
was ready within one month for the latest
part by grants through the Cultural Arts
auditions, much to the amazement of
Council of Houston/Harris County, and the
skeptics. The new facility was brought to
Texas Commission on the Arts.
completion to the required high standards at
the cost of a mere sixty thousand dollars
Virtuosi has an internationally themed
thanks to the donation of time, materials
annual gala with a special dinner and
and sincerity of purpose of Zarine and
performance to raise the much-needed
Meherwan and their vendor-friends most of
funds. In 2002-2003, France was honoured
whom had worked on the two homes they
at Legends of the Future II: Under the
had built in their 28 years in Houston.
Colours of France. Special guest, Mercedes
Ellington, received the 2003 Virtuoso Award
Vituosi of Houston is one of the best studios
on behalf of her grandfather, the legendary
in town and is the only youth orchestra in
composer and musician Sir Edward
the city to have its very own studio. This
Kennedy ‘Duke’ Ellington.
engenders a feeling of pride and a sense of
belonging to its students. The studio also
Legends of the Future III: Under the Colours
provides some income to Virtuosi by way of
of Norway, was held as part of the
rentals for other performances and
centennial celebrations of Norway in 2004concerts.
2005. The renowned Norwegian cellist,
Aage Kvalbein played with the orchestra as
The orchestra has four quartets consisting
a solo performer, and received the 2005
of various combinations of orchestral
Virtuoso Award.
musical instruments from within the
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Virtuosi has a resident composer since
2002, Dr Robert Nelson, who is Professor of
Composition at the Moores School of Music.
Dr Nelson composes a special piece of
orchestral music for every gala. For the May
2005 performance, he composed a
magnificent ‘Choir of Cellos’ in which Mr
Kvalbein played with eight other Virtuosi
cellists.
The next seasonal gala will be Legends of
the Future IV: Under the Colours of Texas
as in 2005-06, Houston will be celebrating
the tenth season of Virtuosi. Ten Virtuoso
Awards will be presented to foundations
and individuals in Texas who have
contributed generously and made a
difference to promoting and supporting the
arts.
Zarine and Meherwan are confident many
of the Virtuosi of Houston students will
eventually return to Houston and use their
expertise as performers, educators, and
arts advocates to further enrich the
community’s involvement with the arts, and
to encourage other young and talented
performers to follow in their footsteps. They
firmly believe in supporting and encouraging
as many young minds as they possibly can,
as they believe that the youth of today will
be the leaders of tomorrow. They advise
that we all strive to encourage and
understand all nations and religions as
technology is rapidly decreasing the
distance between the peoples of the world.
As President Eisenhower said, ‘...
relationships can turn nations into people
and contribute, as no other form of
communications can, to the humanizing of
international relations.’
Zarine and Meherwan live their lives by
exemplifying another of Tagore’s adages:
‘I slept and dreamt that life was joy.
I awoke and saw that life was service.
I acted and behold, service was joy.’

q

“Give me a laundry list and I’ll set it to
music.”
- Gioacchino Antonio Rossini

L to R: Andrzej Grabiec & Franz Anton Krager - co-conductors

Meherwan Boyce serves on the Board of Directors of the Sam Houston Area Council,
Boy Scouts of America, the University of Oklahoma Aerospace and Mechanical
Engineering Board and the Houston/Galveston/Stavanger Sister City Society Board of
which he is President and Zarine serves as the Vice President of Development of the same
organization. Meherwan has served on many national and international engineering related
Boards and currently is very active in the American Society of Mechanical Engineers and
Chairman of the Plant Engineering and Maintenance Division of ASME. Meherwan is
also on the International Board of WZO, and has actively taken part in its activities for
over 15 years. He also chaired the Seventh North American Congress in Houston, Texas
and Zarine was very involved in the planning and executing of the same with the Houston
committee.
Zarine has served on the Board of Directors of Houston Public Library for seven years
and has served over the years as chairperson of numerous committees and currently serves
as the chairperson of the “Library of Tomorrow” committee. In the past Zarine has
served on the boards of the Society for the Performing Arts, the Wilhelm Schole, and the
US Committee for UNICEF in Houston and New York. She has also served on the
Executive committee of the Zoroastrian Association of Houston. She was recognized by
the City of Houston as one of Houston’s Pioneer Women and Today’s Leaders – 100
Years.

29

HAMAZOR - ISSUE 4 2005

What is the Sivand Dam story?
by shahin bekhradnia
(All quotations were published in the public domaine and therefore have been cited freely)

C

learly one needs to know the reason
why the words SIVAND DAM have suddenly
entered the consciousness of so many
Zoroastrians in such a concentrated way through
the summer of 2005. What has linked them
together to create such a wave of publicity for the
subject? After all, how many people do you know
who want to read about a dam?

Republic of Iran has embarked on the finalizing stages of
a dam construction in south of Iran that will ultimately
drown the archeological sites of Pasargad and Persepolice,
the ancient capital of the Archimedean Empire – a rich
and complex site that, since its inception, has been
considered by all writers of antiquity as one of the wonders
of the ancient world and, thus, a part of the cultural
heritage of the human race.

But this dam can conjur up particularly emotive
images.

Did you notice the spelling mistakes? What about
the style – dramatic? Maybe histrionic? We’ll
come back to this later.

What do the words Persepolis and Pasargardae
mean to Zoroastrians – something to do with our
illustrious Iranian past? Darius or Cyrus the Great,
whose human rights cylinder was the star exhibit
of the British Museum’s recent exhibition? Would
you get worked up if you were
told they were in danger of
being submerged and lost to
mankind.
The responses found on the
Zoroastrian-founded email
network Creating Awareness
would suggest that the answer
was yes and many responded
to an English petition
organised by a Persian
Aerial view of Sivand Dam
language
site:
www.savepasargad.com (effectively against the
dam). This was circulated so successfully that I
received at least 7 emails forwarding the petition
attachment from quite unrelated sources but
clearly sharing a similar ethos. Many who were
earlier recipients were non Zoroastrian Iranians
who also share those birthrights. It has now
collected 38,160 signatures (at the time of
writing), allegedly mostly from outside Iran.
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It started: To: People of the world and the United Nations
Organization,We, the undersigned, regretfully have to
inform all the inhabitants of our planet earth that one of
the greatest parts of the historical heritage of human race
is on the verge of permanent extinction. The Islamic

Ironically we Zoroastrians only seem to have got
in on the scene late in the game. What a shame
none of us seem to have noticed the London
Guardian’s article by John Vidal which admirably
presented the issues back on December 23 rd
2004. We only appear to have picked up the scent
in the second half of 2005. Nevertheless once
this ball was rolling, the internet provided a most
remarkable forum for the exchange of information
on the dangers, real or feared, to these
archaeological sites. Soon after the petition was
launched, I found articles flowing my way fast
and furious.
Bachi Karkari in her article of 14th September in
the Times of India expressed her firm opinon with,
Like virtual horsemen against the incipient apocalypse, a
campaign is galloping through cyberspace calling for
signatures to a petition addressed to ``the people of the
world and the United Nations”, initiated by the
`International Committee to Save the Archeological Sites
of Pasargad’. The hysteria is justified. In the direct path
of the deluge is the 14-km Tang-e-Bolaghi, once used by
mounted couriers to deliver royal messages between
Cyrus’s new capital of Pasargadae and his descendant
Darius’s capital of Persepolis. Should the 2,500-yearold tomb of Cyrus also go under, it would nullify its
moving inscription, ``I am Cyrus, who founded the Empire
of the Persians. Grudge me not therefore this little earth that
covers my body.” She goes on: Ironically, Pasargadae
was put on UNESCO’s World Heritage List last June ...
The Ayatollahs of the Islamic Republic ... are appropriately
positioned to destroy the legacy of an enlightened emperor.
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I am not that familiar with Bachi’s style but I liked
her allusions to the Book of Revelations and her
almost tangible patriotic pride. But this pride
expressed by a Parsi has been much more
agressively articulated by authors like Amil Imani
whose explosive article of 21st September claimed
amongst many other provocative assertions. Since
its inception twenty-six years ago, the Islamic Republic of
Iran has been in constant war with the Iranian people as
well as the Iranian heritage. It ends on a charge of
anti-semitism against the government of Iran
(whose statements by its president have been well
publicized). Since Cyrus the Great released the Jews from
captivity some 2500 years ago, the Islamic Republic’s
intense hatred of the Jews has fuelled their mission of
destruction. Also, fear of Persian nationalism is so immense
that it stands in their way of creating an Islamic Utopia.
These fears are justified, especially following the news on
the future release of a British movie on the life of Cyrus
the Great.
Today, we are up against a truly malignant force in radical
Islamism that is breeding, sheltering and financing its
terrorist armoury. This new enemy of humanity and world
heritage is far more radical and dangerous than the Nazi
Germany or the old Soviet Russia. The Islamic Republic’s
ultimate objective is the destruction of everything in the
world that is good and to leave behind a network of Islamic
terror around the free world.
(http://www.faithfreedom.org/Author/AmilImani.htm).

A while later while reading some other article which
linked me to an Iranian exile website I discovered
a seriously provocative article which drew sharp
parallels between The Nazi party and Iranian
Muslims whose ultimate aim is the annihilation of
Jews. It certainly brought me up with a jolt and
then made me wonder about whose agenda we
were following here. I had never really thought
about this angle.
Meanwhile it was clear that other echelons of the
Parsi community had become concerned more
innocently as Dr Shernaz Cama, the Director of
the UNESCO Parzor project, indicated when her
letter to the UN was reported on the internet. I ...
earnestly request a complete inquiry into the projected plan
of a dam, which will submerge these two sites, which are a
legacy of humanity. Persepolis is as far as I know already a
UNESCO designated World Heritage Site. Could
UNESCO please ask for a clarification and exact details
of the area that the dam will cover? Parsargade is as
important to history as Persepolis and at all costs both these
sites must be protected.

However a brief survey of other information
appearing on the web and networks shows
that specialists in the fields had given
answers to her questions and expressed
their own opinions before either Bachi or
Shernaz Cama had got onto the case. On
September 5, 2005 Professors Touraj
Daryaee (Professor of Ancient History,
California State University), & Kamyar Abdi
(Assistant Professor of Anthropology,
Dartmouth College) had an article posted
on the webite iranian.com. It started: This
letter is written to clarify some of the
misunderstandings that have arisen from the
building of the Sivand dam in general
proximity to the archaeological site of
Pasargadae. Some of our fellow Iranians are
misinformed about this project there is at least
one organization who is now proclaiming that
the entire region will be flooded and as a result
our national heritage, especially the tomb of
Cyrus the Great will be destroyed. Hence, a
petition campaign has began.

Sivand Dam

The Iranian Cultural Heritage website at www.chn.ir
regularly informs people of matters such as these. Should
anyone argue that the news on this website are false and
part of a grand conspiracy by current government of Iran
to destroy the Iranian national heritage, please forward
them the following link to a brief paper by Dr Remy
Boucharlat, the head of the French Institute of Iranian
Studies, an experienced specialist on Iranian archaeology
who has been active in archaeological fieldwork in the region
including the Sivand salvage work.
(As we are both Iranians some people may prefer
the word of a “farangi” to their fellow countryman.)
Professors Daryaee and Abdi closed on the
following positive point Not only the Sivand dam is
posing NO threat to Pasargadae, but it has proven to be the
first opportunity for Iranian and foreign archaeologists to
collaborate on a salvage project since the 1979 Revolution,
discovering valuable and important information relevant to
Achaemenid and other periods of occupation in the region.
These were indeed confident and persuasive
assertions, leading to a degree of confusion given
what we had been reading till this point. I therefore
contacted one or two of my Creating Awareness
acquaintances to discuss the advisability of
continuing to promote and exhort signatures to the
petition. To my surprise it was suggested that the
archaeologists, by virtue of being Iranians, had
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some private agenda to pursue and were not telling
the truth. I thought this somewhat strange but was
not that surprised to read in some of the ensuing
internet postings, that these professors were vilified
as stooges on behalf of the present regime in Iran
as they themselves had already anticipated would
happen.
They were simply presenting an objective
academic assessment, reporting that the reality
of the dam would involve the submersion of the
Sivand gorge or valley known as the Tang e
Bulaghi in which the Poulevar river flows where
a royal highway linked the two sites. Recent
surveys have shown at least 130 sites of historical
interest to have been located there.
Professor Abdi returned to the public discussions
of the matter in a noticeably exasperated tone on
September 12th and went so far as to suggest that
he saw the matter as having been politicized to
suit the agenda of nationalists. He also picked up
on the spelling mistakes etc with his own mordant
comments: Allow me to begin with the “petition” that
launched this charade. This is in itself a fascinating
document that will be saved for posterity as a top-notch
example of twisting facts to promote a political agenda. Its
obscure composition, poor grammar, and numerous
misspellings (eg., “Pasargad” for Pasargadae, “Persepolice”
for Persepolis, “Archimedean” for Achaemenid or
Achaemenian), its pretentious tone (eg., making a
declaration to the “... inhabitants of ... planet earth ... ”
[as if %99 of world would know or care about
Pasargadae]), its customary quasi-nationalist remarks (eg.,
“Cyrus the Great ... the first human being in power who
has advocated for the rights of humans ... ”) are all signs
of rudimentary and superficial knowledge about the subject.
But, despite our word and word of the others, the advocates
of the claim and their misguided apostles not only insist on
and continue with their ill-advised sensationalism, but they
launched a personal counter-attack against us and not our
argument, particularly turning Professor Daryaee into a
punching bag with their pseudo-intellectual and quasinationalist arguments.
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Quite interestingly up till now, nobody that I can
recall, had questioned or presented in the public
arena any reasons for the building of the dam. All
we knew up to now was that the government was
going to allow the imminent flooding of the valley
with its many sites of historical interest but not
why. Prof Abdi then explained “Despite the common
use of the term “dam” which brings to mind massive

constructions such as the Hoover Dam or Sadd-e Amir
Kabir, what is being built on the Sivand River is more a
“dyke” than a “dam”, designed and constructed to store
the waters of the relatively small Sivand River, a tributary
of the larger Kur River. The Sivand dam is being built to
allow more controlled allocation of irrigation water towards
thousands of acres of arable lands in the Arsanjan plain,
thus substantially expanding its agricultural and pastoral
capacity.
While this is undoubtedly one true reason if not
the only reason (if one is to believe the cynical
critics who see political/nationalist issues behind
the decision), another key question should have
been raised: is the need for all this extra arable
land perhaps connected with the astounding
growth in birthrate (70% of the population under
30 yrs of age) accompanied by internal economic
collapse within the nation of Iran.
Yet another Iranian authority, Ali Mousavi (the
person who prepared and compiled the World
Heritage file for Pasargadae under the supervision
of Dr Chahryar Adle in cooperation with the
Cultural Heritage and Tourism Organization of
Iran) on September 16, 2005 on iranian.com
wrote: Recently a rumor has been spread among Iranians,
especially those who live outside Iran, that the World
Heritage site of Pasargadae and even Persepolis will be
drowned after Sivand dam in Fars is put into service next
year. The 160-hectar site of Pasargadae, the first capital
of the Achaemenid empire, was inscribed on the World
Heritage List of UNESCO in June 2004, and has been
since a World Heritage site.
The work on the World Heritage file began in 1999 on the
initiative of the Research Department of the Iranian
Cultural Heritage and Tourism Organization, and
benefited from a broad array of field work, including aerial
photography and geophysical surveys that were carried out
by the Iranian Cartographic Organization and a French
team respectively.
Therefore, the idea of Pasargadae being drowned by the
waters of the lake behind the dam is absurd. It should be,
however, noticed that the presence of a lake in the region
may have some climatic impact such as an increase of
humidity on adjacent areas including the plain of Murqab.
Then as if we were not satisfied with the Iranian
academics’ fitness to opine and refute (implied by
the Iranian professors) we were offered David
Stronach’s viewpoint (recognized as a pioneer of
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archaeology in Iran) with his posting on iranian.com
on September 19, 2005. This article put everything
into perspective if you are prepared to accept his
authority. Let us not forget that Stronach, educated
at Cambridge, was director of the British Institute of
Persian Studies for twenty years beginning in 1961,
during which time he also conducted excavations
at Pasargadae, Nush-i Jan and Nineveh, as well as
other sites in the Middle East.
He wrote: This project is not intended to flood the precious
site of Pasargadae (which thanks to the efforts of the Iranian
Cultural Heritage and Tourism Organization was named
as a World Heritage Site just over a year ago) nor will it
flood the extremely important site of Persepolis, which lies
over 35 km downstream from the dam.
If archaeologists could have their way all dams would be situated
in remote areas with no cultural significance whatsoever. But
since the distribution of water and the distribution of human
settlement have always been inseparable, perhaps especially
in Iran, hydrological priorities and archaeological priorities are
always likely to clash to some extent.
Undoubtedly, the Tang-e Bulaghi deserves such a further
effort to document its place in Iran’s long history.
This confirmed that a number of false ideas relying
heavily on our shared sense of pride and
nationalism, being based on fear were allowed to
create a sense of urgency. However regardless of
whether or not an untruth has been peddled, the
public discussion resulting from the internet
exchanges did highlight the UNESCO status of some
of Iran’s chief sites. It also revealed that Iranian
specialists within ICHTO had had the forethought
back in 1999 to start work for the registration of the
site, perhaps in anticipation of this dam being
completed after a ten year project. As a result of the
successful registration of Pasargad as a UNESCO
world heritage site in 2004, according to Stronach
ICHTO invited Professor Shapur Shahbazi to undertake an
intensive survey of the valley some eight months ago. This
survey provided vital information, moreover, for the Iranian,
Italian, French, German and Polish teams that then undertook
rescue excavations within the valley during the first part of
this year (2005. ) The dates would suggest that a
collection of international teams were already
surveying and documenting the area which would
probably not have happened otherwise.
As all archaeologists know and as Stronach so
rightly says there are never enough resources to hand for

every deserving project. His point is that we need to
get things into perspective and as far as I can
see, the academics have hit the nail on the head
in expressing these frustrations: In the past quarter
of century, thousands of archaeological sites have been lost
in Iran alone. For instance, eight years of war with Iraq
took a heavy toll on archaeological sites in western Iran, a
major loss that very few people noticed or paid attention to
[See: Kamyar Abdi, “A Visit to the Deh Luran Plain,”
Antiquity 75/2: 247-50.] Even right now, many other
dams are being built all over Iran, but most of them either
lack a salvage archaeology component, or it is meager
compared to that of the Sivand dam. (One notable example
is the Karun 3 dam which will probably submerge twice as
many archaeological sites as the Sivand dam; are the
expatriate Iranians now going to raise the flag of patriotism
for this one?) The Sivand dam and Tang-e Bolaghi is a
case that gained exposure, exactly for the opposite reason,
because it was one of the handful of examples that has
been given a chance through salvage excavations and airtime
in media.
Since November I have come to rely on the
information being put out by CAIS – the Londonbased Centre for Ancient Iranian Studies which
on November 24th notified us of some encouraging
news which appears to respond to Stronach’s
hope: Perhaps all of us can also hope that the date for the
flooding of the valley can be postponed beyond this coming
spring — and that at least one more round of rescue
excavations can take place. This news was echoed
by Mehrbanoo Bakhtiary an Iranian Zoroastrian
educated Bombay but based in Tehran who wrote
via CA on 24 th November: The dam was due to be
flooded on schedule in Feb 2006.The archaeological experts
are said to have asked for a postponement of 4 to 10 to
indefinite years. Today we heard of the Majlis decision of
postponement ‘until further notice’.
So a reprieve was apparently granted but on 27 th
November meanwhile CAIS put out the following:
Deputy head of Iran’s Cultural Heritage and Tourism
Organization (ICHTO) has called for a one-year delay in
commissioning Sivand Dam, near Sivand Pass (also known
as Tang-e Bolaghi) in Fars province, to enable the
completion of research and archeological rescue operation
in the area ... In a meeting with members of Parliament
Cultural Commission and officials from the provincial
cultural heritage and tourism as well as water and sewage
departments, Mohammad Beheshti said that reducing the
height of the dam is another demand of the organization,
reported the Persian daily Iran. ... Pointing to the
significance of the artifacts discovered during recent
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excavations in Sivandi Pass, Beheshti said that no reliable
evidence on the lives of common people have been found
and most of the findings pertain to the palaces and lives of
the royals.
It seems to me that the last sentence was
politically charged. It seems to imply that as there
was nothing that touched on the lives of ordinary
people, but only of an elite, there was no
justification for spending time, money and effort
in investigating and protecting these. It was thus
possibly a justification/defence against the
perceived lack of effort made until the international
pressure mounted and forced a delay in the
flooding to be announced. As pointed out by Prof
Abdi The Sivand dam and Tang-e Bolaghi is a case that
gained exposure, exactly for the opposite reason, because
it was one of the handful of examples that has been given a
chance through salvage excavations and airtime in media.
This article is necessarily long winded because
there have been almost daily developments.
However to give a faithful picture of the different
positions, which are of great interest, it seemed
more honest to provide citations rather than
summaries of what was written. I feel I have come
to the bottom of it. The last CAIS bulletin I
bothered to read stated: Energy Ministry has
announced that it will install hygrometers and other devices
to check the level of humidity at Bolaghi Pass once Iran’s
Cultural Heritage and Tourism Organization (ICHTO)
can provide concrete evidence about possible damages to
cultural heritage sites resulting from a rise in humidity after
the commissioning Sivand Dam in Fars province.
According to CHN, the head of Parliament Cultural
Commission’s Cultural Heritage and Tourism Committee had
announced earlier that the parliament and Energy Ministry
are seeking to procure a hygrometer in cooperation with
UNESCO. Experts maintain that hygrometer will measure
the effects of humidity on erosion in Pasargad and if this is
found to be high, the dam will filled with water at the lowest
possible level. Deputy Minister of Energy for water affairs
said that it will take three years to fill the dam with water and
during this period research can be conducted on possible
damages to historical monuments due to the commissioning of
the dam. Rasoul Zargar added that although the ministry’s
expertise in this field does not match that of the ICHTO, it
too is worried about the safety of historical monuments.
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The New York Times published a good balanced
summary by Nazila Fathi on 27th December 2005
more than one year after the UK Guardian first
ran the story. It appeared just around the same

time as the temporary moratorium was
announced. Most significant in the article was the
quote from the leading Frenchman on the
archaeological team which neatly linked the past
and present settlements of the area: The most
important find is a unusual water channel that the
archaeologists hope will reveal new information about the
irrigation system of the Persian Empire. More than six miles
of the channel is cut horizontally into the rock. Other parts
of the channel, about 10 miles long, are built on a solid
stone foundation. Some parts were unfinished, suggesting
that they were never used. “It is a huge system and we
think they wanted to build it to provide water for the
population in Pasargadae,” Mr. Boucharlat said. “They
probably wanted to build a dam, too, and flood the same
region that the dam will flood today.”
That is about as far it has gone. Good luck! If you
have found the issues remotely interesting then
you only have to type the words Sivand Dam into
a search engine to find 98 entries to trawl in almost
as many sites carrying articles.

q

Shahin Bekhradnia, grand-daughter of a
renowned Yazdi priest/poet did her
undergraduate studies at Oxford
university in modern languages and then
anthropology, focusing on 20th century
Iranian Zoroastrian identity. She has
published and lectured on Zoroastrian
matters regularly. In her day to day life,
she teaches, interprets for the immigration
appellate, is a legal consultant for a tour operator, and sits as a
magistrate. She has set up the Pourchista Foundation in Yazd to teach
skills to young Zoroastrians so that they can earn a living.

Chairman, WZO, had written a letter on 7th
June 2005 to Mr Koichiro Matsuura,
UNESCO, asking for special status for
Nowruz, emphasing it is “first and
foremost a Zoroastrian festival celebrating
the spring equinox and the arrival of new
life with the first day of spring. Indeed it
was seen as anti-Islamic by Ayatollah
Khomeini who therefore tried to ban it in
Iran, but failed because of its entrenched
popularity amoung the people of Iran. ...”

v
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UNESCO rejects registration of Nowruz

Beethoven’s 9th symphony for New York quake fund-raiser

Posted by Dr Khosro Mehrfar, on creating awareness
CAIS ARCHAEOLOGICAL &
CULTURAL NEWS © announced on
26th November, 2005 UNESCO Intangible Heritage did not
Register Nowruz
UNESCO did not accept Nowruz file
presented by Iran along with the neighbouring
countries sharing the New Year ceremony for
registration as a Masterpiece of the Oral and
Intangible Heritage.
After two years of waiting and preparation,
countries from Persian civilization territory
witnessed the registration of their Nowruz file
being turned down. The incompleteness of the
file has been announced as the main reason
for the file not being registered; however, no
official figure has given any further explanation
and the deputy of Iran’s ambassador to
UNESCO, Mohammad Ali Vahdat, believes
that despite the reason provided, Nowruz file
was one of the most comprehensive files
presented in the session.
“I believe UNESCO is trying to register
intangible heritage which are on the verge of
distinction, and Nowruz is not fading away.
UNESCO members of the meeting explained
that the file will be registered in another time”
added Vahdat.
Ten countries from the Persian civilization
territory, including Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan,
Tajikistan, Turkey, India, and Iran, presented
Nowruz for registration as a multinational
heritage.
UNESCO jury met from 20 to 24 November,
examining 64 national and multinational
candidatures for registration as Oral and
Intangible Heritage. Of the 64, 43 heritages
were proclaimed and added to the UNESCO
list of Oral and Intangible Heritage on 25
November by UNESCO Director General,
Koichiro Matsuura.

New York Carnegie Hall will host a fundraiser for South Asia earthquake
victims next month with a recital of Beethoven’s greatest work, the Ninth
Symphony.
The January 23 concert is aiming to raise half a million dollars, a goal
that it may or may not achieve. The orchestra will be conducted by George
Mathew, one of the few Indians, besides Zubin Mehta, to have achieved
fame as a classical conductor. Mathew was born in the Indian state of
Kerala. The idea of the concert is Mathew’s, who will bring together some
of the world’s finest orchestral players to perform Beethoven’s
masterpiece to help those suffering from harsh winter in the mountainous
regions Azad Kashmir and NWFP.
Mathew’s orchestra will be made up of musicians from the New York
Philharmonic, Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, the Brooklyn Philharmonic
Orchestra, the Philadelphia Orchestra, St Louis Symphony Orchestra,
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra of St Luke’s, the Albany
Symphony Orchestra, the Pennsylvania Ballet Orchestra, the Amsterdam
Sinfonietta, the Brentano and Emerson Quartets, and students, graduates
and faculty members of the Manhattan School of Music, the Juilliard
School and the Mannes College of Music.
The performance will feature a quartet of both renowned veterans and
rising stars and a chorus of 150-200 assembled from the major choral
ensembles in New York City. Mathew, who is also the artistic director,
will conduct and Glenn Dicterow of the New York Philharmonic will be
concertmaster.
Explaining why he had chosen the maestro’s Ninth Symphony, Mathew
said: “What is heard may sound like the familiar tune of the ‘Ode to Joy’
from the Ninth Symphony. It is that and much more. The percussion
instruments come to us from the Turkish Military Bands of that time.
What Beethoven is saying here is no longer the utterance of an individual,
but that of a civilisation reaching out to fellow civilisations. What we hear
is a German drinking song, embellished and elevated by Turkish music
of the Islamic world.
This sums up the possibility that stands before us today; of artists,
listeners, nations and civilisations embracing each other and being
embraced by art and because of art. There has perhaps never been a
moment when it was more appropriate or more urgent to send out
Beethoven’s and Schiller’s cry of ‘Seid umschlungen, Millionen!’ (Be
Embraced, You Millions!). [Source: Daily Times]

ζ
Shahrokh Mehta of Syracuse informs : “Dinyar Vania is making his
debut as a tenor soloist at this concert. He is 27 years old. The goal of
this concert is to raise $500,000 and the proceeds will go to Doctors
without Borders, (Medecins San Frontieres [MSF]), who are doing a
commendable job in Pakistan and everywhere in the world.”
Homi Gandhi from New York who went to the performance says : “It was
fantastic. Dinyar’s solo performance was very impressive and it drew
standing ovation from the audience...” q
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Forgotten Empire: The World of Ancient Persia
by shahrokh mehta

A

unique opportunity awaited those interested in Persian history, arts,
culture, architecture, and archeology. Opening on September 9, 2005 and continuing
through January 8, 2006, the British Museum in London arranged a rare exhibition,
Forgotten Empire: The World of Ancient Persia that will inform and excite those with
a passion about the significance and magnificence of Ancient Persia, especially the
Achaemenian Dynasty (550 BC and 330 BC).
Three world museums – The British Museum, the Louvre Museum of Paris, and the National Museum
of Tehran (including the Persepolis Museum), have collaborated in bringing together this extraordinary
and priceless collection of arts for the first time under one roof. Even those who have seen some of the
exhibited items in the respective museums will be surprised to see so many rare and precious items
displayed with an enlightened account of the historical significance of this place and time.

T
his inspiring exhibition is divided into
four major sections. The first section
introduces visitors to the history, geography,
and material artifacts of the Achaemenian
Empire. Led by kings
Cyrus, Darius, and
Xerxes, this Empire
stretched from North
Africa to the Indus Valley
and from Central Asia to
the Arabian Sea.
Historically, some may
see this as the world’s
first superpower in terms
of its geo-political
influence and military
strength.

the Great King, king of kings, king of
Persia, king of lands, son of Hystapses,
grandson of Arsames an Achaemenid.”
Visitors will also see the
most iconic object to have
survived from the
Achaemenian Empire - the
world famous ‘Cylinder of
Cyrus.’ Son of Cambyses
I, Cyrus was born around
600 BC. Among his noted
accomplishments is the
uniting of the Persians and
the Medes in a coalition.
His respect for the religion
and culture of the people
and lands that he
conquered, earned him
the title of Cyrus the
Great. The clay cylinder of
Cyrus sometimes referred
to as the ‘first declaration
of human rights’ records
his religious tolerance for
the beliefs of other
peoples.

An example of an artifact
encompassing this
extensive empire is a lifesize statue (head missing)
of King Darius I, in darkgray stone originally from
Egypt, found in Susa that
illustrates the central
Photographs from
authority of the sovereign
Cover of exhibition catalogue
http://
ruler. All the provinces of
www.artarena.force9.co.uk/
the Empire appear in Egyptian hieroglyphics
From the educational ‘introduction’ section,
ma1.html
on the base of the statue while cuneiform
visitors will step into the heart of the
inscriptions in Old Persian, Elamite and
exhibition - the Palace, where a range of
Babylonian, decorate the robes. The Bisitun
trade and architectural themes is
inscription
of
Darius
I
read,
“I
am
Darius,
addressed: “This palace which I built at
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Susa; the materials were brought from
afar; the goldsmiths who worked the
gold were Medes and Egyptians.” (written
on the foundation at Susa.)
Through many impressive pieces, the
visitors will personally experience the
splendour and scale of Persepolis. Humanheaded bulls and massive, oversized lions’
paws, flanked by site images, give a sense
of the sheer enormity of the actual location.
Spectacular stone-cast reliefs from
Persepolis, originally made by the WeldBlundell expedition in 1891, are exhibited
here in better conditions than the original
reliefs at Persepolis.
A dazzling range of Royal Table and
personal jewelery and ornaments worn by
the Persian kings and nobility along with
collections of intricate bracelets, earrings,
necklaces and pendants from Pasargadae
and Susa collections demonstrate the range
of materials and expertise of the
metalsmiths of that era.
Scholars disagree on the religious beliefs of
the Achaemenians, and this exhibition
provides the opportunity to review the
evidence. The latter Achaemenian kings
worshipped the Zoroastrian God, Ahura
Mazda. A large number of gold votive
plaques and statuettes demonstrate a
strong Zoroastrian influence while parallel
religious traditions are shown and
referenced in Egyptian-style amulets and
clay tablets.
The second section of the exhibition
explores in detail the Achaemenians’
superior transportation and warfare
systems. The Persian Empire, estimated to
be approximately 2.9 million sq miles,
required effective and efficient
communications and transportation
systems.
The Greek storyteller and historian
Herodotus, who lived in the fifth century BC,
wrote, “The Persians teach their sons
between the ages of five and twenty, only
three things: to ride a horse, use the bow,
and speak the truth.” The armed might of

the Achaemenians is seen on
large palace reliefs (army of
10,000 strong immortals,
according to Greek sources) and
in the minor arts, such as gold
and silver seals, ceremonial
cups, glazed-brick panels, stone
reliefs and casts. Horses and
chariots, horsemen and guards
are featured throughout the
exhibition in defensive, hunting
and combat situations. Weaponry and
equipment used by the Persian
guardsmen are displayed including
lavish akinakes (sword cases),
arrowheads, griffin-headed armlet, and
gold models of chariots.
The third section, ‘The Persian
Expression’, shows both hostile and
friendly contacts with regions beyond
the Achaemenian Empire, such as
Egypt, the Caucasus, Central Asia, and
of course Greece. Influences from
cultures of that period are also
displayed, such as the statue
of ‘Penelope’ and a
monumental bronze weight
from Miletus in Asia Minor.

Griffin’s head

Sylized animal head

The final section focuses on
how the traditions of ancient
Persia survived in Iran and
how the ancient Persian
civilization became known to
the west. Some art pieces
from the later Parthian and
Sasanian dynasties are also
presented. Detailed
engravings of early travellers
to Persia such as seventeenth
century French traveller Jean
Stylized winged lion
Chardin (the best informed
European observer of the Safavid Persia)
and Cornelius Bruijn are displayed.
Cuneiform script deciphered by Hicks and
Rawlinson during the 19th century, using the
Persian ‘Rosetta Stone’: the Bistun
Inscription, are also exhibited.
To put this exhibition in today’s geo-political
perspective, it is best to quote the respected
curator of the exhibition and author, John
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Curtis who in his interview with Guardian
newspaper stated, “Cyrus was no despot,
more an enlightened autocrat. He was
surprisingly tolerant. He made no attempt to
establish a state religion. He is said to have
freed the Jews from captivity, allowing them
to return to Jerusalem. The
Persians developed an
early form of federalism,
governing through client
rulers and provincial
governors, known as
satraps. Darius built a
canal linking the Nile to the
Red Sea – a forerunner of
the Suez Canal;
introduced the first dollarlike global currency, the
darik, and tax and
communication systems;
and created an empirewide postal services
whose ‘we always deliver’
motto and emblem were
Gold amulet - Oxus Treasure
supposedly imitated more
than 2,000 years later by the US Mail and
A comment from the Pony Express. Technologically, the Persians
military machine was state of the art. Its
Editor:
I was fortunate to visit elite troops were known as the Immortals,
this
outstanding equivalent to US Special Forces. And preexhibition but to my emptive wars and regime change were all in
mind what I found amiss a day’s work for the great kings.”
were the narrow halls for
the exhibits which Mr Curtis further states that, “Christianity,
restricted one from Judaism, and Islam were all influenced to a
getting the full aspect of discernible extent by the original
the grandeur. The BM Zoroastrian concept, adopted by Mr Bush’s
being vast and having ‘war on terror’, of perpetual struggle
magnificient rooms for between good and evil. It was very
display, one wonders advanced, very sophisticated, progressive
why this lapse in and tolerant, although not democratic. It
judgement. The only was the largest empire at that time.”
other disappointment
was the reproduction of The organizers of the exhibition challenge
postcards but having the depictions of the Persians as “despotic
said this, every moment and ruthless people” and aim to promote a
spent walking through greater understanding of the Middle East,
this rich heritage was a where modern Iran is seen, at least in the
west, as a potential threat. An Iranian
privilege.
diplomat while visiting the exhibition said,
“There is a lot of ignorance about Iran – we
hope that the exhibition will give a different
perspective.”
38

This exhibition is important to visit, not only
by connoisseurs of history, culture, and arts,
but also by Persians and Zoroastrians
whose heritage is so magnificently
displayed, and by world citizens who seek a
greater understanding of a region often
vilified by the West, thousands of years ago
in Greek depictions and once again in
current day political rhetoric. The exhibition
for the first time marginalizes the one-sided
Western ethnocentric classical views of
Persian history and Zoroastrian religion by
introducing, acknowledging, and focusing
explicitly on oriental sources.
The coordinators of the exhibition recognize
that a single exhibition may not re-write
history but see this as “a bold attempt to
redress the balance by exploring the
Persian side of the story.” Herodotus’
portrayals of Greeks as the democratic
society (how ironic as the Greeks kept
slaves and mercenaries fought their wars),
and the enemy Persians as oriental
despots, may take decades of education
and awareness to set the record straight.
The London exhibition - Forgotten Empire:
The World of Ancient Persia - is the first
modern-day step, towards setting the record
straight.
Whether you live a short ‘Tube’ ride from
the British Museum or hours away by plane,
this amazing journey to the grandeur and
majesty of Ancient Persia is worth taking.
Your walk through this unique exhibition will
lead to enlightened understanding and
appreciation of Persian and Zoroastrian
ancestry. The pride in connecting with your
glorious past at one of the world’s foremost
museums will be an adventure you will
q
always remember.
Shahrokh Mehta is a certified management consultant
and President of Integrated Technologies, LLC a
management consulting firm. He has assisted over
200 businesses in building companies with world-class
standards and has worked as a business coach with
senior corporate executives, in implementing valuedriven strategies. An active member of the North
American Zoroastrian community, Shahrokh writes
community related articles, presents community
building workshops, and conducts leadership seminars
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The House Of Song
by raiomond mirza

i

n part I of this article I revealed that I had
been struck by the fact that Zoroastrians
had no music in ritual worship. I then came
to understand that all other religions did and
for Zoroastrians to be the only religion in the
world that didn’t was highly improbable,
both culturally and historically. Nonetheless,
all I had was a hunch that there was a hole
in Zoroastrian history but I had no proof of
any religious music that might have once
existed.
Doing historical research is like following a
trail through woods. One sees a clue here
or there, and follows the direction it points
towards. When the clues run out, the trail
ends.
I was on the verge of declaring my study
finished and was ready to move on to the
compositional aspect of my degree when Dr
Almut Hintze, Lecturer In Zoroastrianism at
SOAS, suggested that perhaps I might be
interested in studying current prayer
practice. Her words reminded me of a
remark made a year earlier by Mobed
Rustom Bhedwar, a Parsi priest in London,
about the sound of his prayers. He said
“Iranian Mobeds told me that Parsi priests
sounded like the Brahmins of India”. “But”
he added “to me, the Iranians sound like the
Mullahs”.
Dr Hintze’s and Mobed Bhedwar’s
comments had produced the first spark of
an idea. If Parsi priests sounded like
Brahmins and Iranian Mobeds sounded like
Mullahs, it suggested that, Zoroastrians in
India and Iran had absorbed something of
the majority cultures within which each
lived. After more than 1000 years of coexistence this would be quite natural.
However, what if a contemporary study
revealed that there was something in Parsi
prayer performance that was unlike the
Brahmin sound and, equally, what if there

Part II of a 3-part essay

was something in Iranian prayer that was
different from the sound of Mullahs?
Furthermore, what if these differences were
something that Parsi and Iranian Mobeds
shared with each other? I sensed that this
would be important but I wasn’t quite sure
how.
It was an interesting thought but was also
hugely problematic as it was still not
established that Zoroastrian priests were
actually doing anything musical when they
prayed. What could there possibly be to
compare? It was at this point that I began to
differentiate between priests who only
prayed in an unchanging monotone drone
and those that seemed to have some kind
of melodic and rhythmic elements in their
praying. This was the first step forward. I
would study those priests who seemed to
have something musical to their prayers. I
also decided that I would study priests in
India and Iran as these were the two places
that Zoroastrians had the longest histories
and were still the places that new priests
were fully trained.
I travelled to Iran and India and met and
interviewed over 20 priests and students. In
Mumbai I was fortunate enough to record
and interview the teachers and students (of
various ages) of the Dadar Madressa and
the Cama Athornan schools for priests. This
was crucial to understanding how prayers
are passed down from one generation to
another.
I sought out archival recordings and Dr
Hintze provided me with tapes made by Dr
Hans
Peter Schmidt in India in the 1950s as well
as tapes made by Dr Mary Boyce in
Sharifabad, Iran in the 1960s. I also located
transcriptions of Mobed Shahzadi’s prayers
made by Professor Sven Hartman during
his visit to Iran in the 1960s. It was my good
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fortune during my time in Iran to meet,
record and interview Mobed Shahzadi
(almost 40 years after Sven Hartman).

Dr
Raiomond
Mirza,
composer and writer, received
his PhD from the School For
Oriental And African Studies
(SOAS) - University of
London in 2004. His historical
research and contemporary
field work uncovered a
previously unknown side of
Zoroastrian prayer and
identified music which is more
than 1000 years old. His
thesis, “The House Of Song”
is currently being considered
for publication. He has
lectured at Cambridge - The
Ancient India And Iran Trust,
SOAS, and for The Temenos
Academy.
He has composed numerous
scores for film, TV, theatre and
radio including the award
winning “A Suitable Boy” and
the current BBC Radio 4 nine
hour dramatisation of “The
Raj Quartet”. His music for
the Nigerian drama Voices was
performed for the Queen on
her last African tour and he
won the public vote for his
composition
“Viderunt
Emmanuel” in the BBC
national
new
talent
competition.
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When I recorded priests I would ask them to
pray Yasna 28 and Atash Niyayesh. These
prayers were among two recommended by
Dastur Kotwal of India. I also asked the
priests a standard set of questions about
the way they prayed and about how they
had learned their prayers. Their answers
were always revealing, both about the men
themselves and the heritage of the
priesthood which had shaped them.
By the end of my field work I had recorded
(and collected) more than 40 hours of
prayers and interviews with priests and
students from India and Iran. I transcribed
the interviews and made musical notations
of all the prayers. However all the
transcribing and notating did not happen at
the end of my travels. The process was able
to evolve as I went along and therefore I
was able to ask priests about my findings
and this last point was, in terms of research,
the most significant. I actually had findings.
This had not been guaranteed from the
outset.
When I began recording and notating
priests, my mind was open to all
possibilities including the very real chance
that there was nothing of note to find.
However as I began listening repeatedly to
recordings I became aware that I was
hearing something that unified the sound of
the prayers even though, overall, each
priest sounded entirely individual and
nothing like anyone else. Also no prayer
had a single element like the melody to a
song or rhythmic pattern that unified it. A
melodic line could appear, change,
disappear entirely and not be used the next
time a priest performed the same prayer. A
rhythm might manifest for a few lines, be
changed and then re-emerge without any
logic. There seemed to be no consistency
either between priests or even within a
priest’s own performances. Nonetheless I
wasn’t imagining the fact that I was hearing
something consistent that was defining the
sound of the prayers. I became aware that,

inconsistencies aside, I was mostly hearing
a few things repeated and varied within a
priests own prayers and from priest to
priest.
I began to isolate sections of prayers and
notated them musically. The more I notated
the more I began to perceive an aural
substructure within the voices of priests. As
I went deeper the words of the prayers
began to disappear and I was left with
nothing but pure sounds and patterns that
although not initially apparent to the naked
ear, could be perceived through the
microscope of notation. Writing a sound
down in notation freezes that sound in time.
It allows one to see its shape and to
contemplate it in stillness. It was very
similar to boiling sea water. After the liquid
is gone, only the salt remains. In this case,
after the prayer was gone, the music
remained.
Ultimately I was able to isolate six clearly
identifiable musical structures that were
common within the voices of priests from
India and Iran. They can be named but
space prevents a full musicological
explanation of their details and
manifestation.
n Alternating melodic motion
n Interval of a tri-semitone
n Melodic Motion outlining a trichord
n Subtonic as leading tone
n Ornamentation and
n Articulation of a melodic contour
The important thing is to know that these
structures were quite specific and their
appearance was consistent enough to
shape the sound of the prayers. I
instinctively realised that these six
structures were like building blocks of sound
and I named them musical DNA.
The most striking factor about the
performance features was that although one
priest could sound radically different to
another, the microscope of notation
revealed that the prayer sound of both men
had identical formative structures —the six
performance features. What’s more, these
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features had a universally underlying
presence even though the Iranian and
Indian groups were surrounded by two very
different sound and musical cultures.
Furthermore, the Iranians in my study had,
at the time of recording, never met the
Indians and the personal histories of the two
groups of men had nothing in common
apart from being Zoroastrian priests and yet
the same musical structures were shaping
all their voices during prayer. I found these
structures in children and in archival
recordings going back almost half a century.
This became even more important when
considering that a recording of a 50 or 60
year old man in 1960 means that he learned
his prayers as a boy, close to 1900.
Furthermore, his teacher would have surely
been born in the 1800s making these
structures provably over 100 years old.
Pursuing this thought further brings us back
to my earlier instinct. If Parsis and Iranians
had something in common that was unique
to them and different from their surrounding
cultures, maybe this thing could be said to
have survived from the last time
Zoroastrians were a single community, 936
AD — the date many Zoroastrians fled Iran.
Had I just discovered music that was over
1000 years old?
The answer lay in the interviews with priests
and students. I never expected to find that a
Zoroastrian priest was a bit like the fly in
Jurassic Park that sucked a dinosaur’s
blood and was then embalmed in amber
sap, thus preserving dinosaur DNA intact
through time. In the same way, Zoroastrian
priests have preserved a treasure down
through ages without knowing what it was
they had inside them. I was now able to put
a name to the music no one had known we
were hearing.

(to be continued in the next issue of Hamazor)

q

Fali Chothia Charitable Trust

w

e are pleased to announce that the Fali
Chothia Charitable Trust has awarded scholarships
to these seven very worthy recipients this year:
Farzad Damania is pursuing a Masters of Science
in Electrical Engineering at Oklahoma State
University, graduating in Spring 2006.
Natasha Driver is pursuing a Master of Health
Science, Epidemiology at the University of Toronto.
Zenobia Homavazir is pursuing a Masters in Social
Work at the University of Toronto.
Sherezade Khambatta is pursuing a Doctorate in
Osteopathic Medicine at Des Moines University,
Iowa.
Tara Master is pursuing an MD in obstetrics/
gynecology at the University of Illinois College of
Medicine.
Arnaz Siganporia is pursuing a Masters in
International Studies at De Paul University,
Metropolitan Chicago.
Amy Suntoke is pursuing a Bachelors degree in
Statistics at Carnegie Mellon University,
Pennsylvania.
The Fali Chothia Charitable Trust was established
in 1988 to help provide scholarships and interestfree loans to needy Zoroastrian students. Awards
are based on financial need, educational
achievement, and community service. The trust is
established under the Zoroastrian Association of
Metropolitan Washington Inc. (ZAMWI), and in the
past 17 years it has awarded scholarships and
loans to students from all parts of the US and
Canada.
To demonstrate solidarity and trust between
organizations while serving community causes, the
US Chapter of the World Zoroastrian Organisation
has once again joined the Fali Chothia Trust’s
Scholarship Programme by adding an amount of
fifty percent to every scholarship we give from our
Trust’s resources. This partnership enables us to
significantly increase the amount of our
scholarships.
Soli Choksi, president : Khershed Cooper, trustee :
Feroza Fitch, trustee
Metropolitan Washington, DC.
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Jalil Doostkhah was born in Isfahan, Iran. In 1952 he was employed as an elementary school teacher in
a rural area and in 1957 was accepted into the Faculty of Literature & Humanities at the University of
Tehran, where he was involved in research projects including being assistant editor of “Dehkhoda
Encyclopaedic Dictionary”, & “A Persian Dictionary”. Being an avid literary critic, his book reviews
and articles were published in several literary magazines in Tehran and in 1968 he received his PhD in
Persian Language & Literature. From 1968-1991 Doostkhah worked as an assistant professor and
later as professor, at several universities in Iran. In 1991 he emigrated with his family to Australia
where he established “The Centre For Iranian Studies”. (http://www.iranshenakht.blogspot.com). He
has published numerous books, including research studies and translations, as well as an assistant editor
of Encyclopaedia Iranica at Columbia University.
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OZCF Open House & Jashan
Reported by Xerxes Wania

O

n September 18 th, 2005 the
Ontario Zoroastrian
Community Foundation
(OZCF) of Canada held an
Open House and Jashan to
inaugurate the 10 acre parcel of land that
was purchased on August 10 th, 2005. The
new property is a beautiful, square, and
flat piece of land within close proximity of
Ontario cities of Toronto, Brampton,
Mississauga and Oakville. It has two
structures, a house and a large garage
building (as shown in the adjoining
photographs).
The day started with an outdoor Jashan
ceremony performed by 16 mobeds who
were welcomed to a beautiful marquee
with resounding applause from over 600
people from ages 3 months to 94 years.
The following mobeds honoured us with
the jashan prayers. Ervads Xerxes
Bamji, Farhad Bulsara, Firdosh Bulsara,
Freyhan Daruwalla, Kerman Katrak,
Darius Kanga, Boman Kotwal, Nozer
Kotwal, Noshir Mirza, Tehemton Mirza,
Farzad Mulla, Cyrus Panthakee, Jal
Panthaky, Hoshang Udwadia, Rishaad
Unwalla and Kobad Zarolia.
The Jashan ended with an inspiring
rendition of ‘Oh Canada’, Canada’s
National Anthem sung by one of our very
talented youth, Tashan Hira, followed by
an emotional ‘Chaiye Hame Zarathushti’
sung by the entire audience.
The President of the OZCF, Phil Sidhwa,
welcomed everyone and expressed an
invitation to the entire community to use
this facility. “This facility is available for
use by all Zoroastrians, young and old,
Parsis and Iranians”. He pointed out the
large number of children and young
adults that were present, as a reflection
of the vision and make-up of the OZCF to
ensure the success of future Zoroastrian
generations in North America.

“This is the largest piece of land owned by
any Zoroastrian community in North
America”. Phil pointed out the boundaries
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and the finishing
touches of a dana ni
toran.”

of the property in all directions including the
grounds where 220 cars were comfortably
parked and then “up”, he said, “the heaven
is the limit”. Mention was also made of the
five Zoroastrian cyclists from the OZCF
Cycling team, who at that moment were
participating in the 100 km bike ride to raise
money for the Lung Association of Ontario.

The invitation for this
open house stated
that refreshments
would be served, and
boy was there food!
Many members
contributed by
donating sandwiches,
beverages, sev, ravo,
dahi, cake, sweets,
etc. Everyone enjoyed
the feast in true
Zoroastrian fashion
as Hosi Patel kept us
entertained with non-stop music on the
electric organ. Many people stayed at the
new property long after the function was
over, youth playing soccer and volleyball,
kids plucking fruits from the many fruit trees,
and running around the large property,
simply enjoying a sense of belonging to this
place.

“Since August 10 th, 2005 when we took
possession of this beautiful piece of land,
an army of volunteers has transformed the
house and garage building with new
flooring, freshly painted walls, landscaping,

To quote Phil Sidhwa, “This land is a small
sparkling jewel for Zoroastrians of Ontario,
but one large ray of hope for Zoroastrians
around the world” . This is only the
beginning everyone!

The Committee of OZCF

q

ZTFE elects a new president
Dorab Mistry, President of ZTFE, informed the members at the AGM on Sunday 27th
November 2005 at the Zartoshty Brothers Hall, that Paurushasp B Jila was unanimously
elected as the new President.
Paurshasp Jila becomes the youngest President in the long history of the Association. He is
30 years old but has served the ZTFE for over 12 years - first as a member of the House
Committee for six years and then as a member of the managing committee for the past six
years. as Joint Secretary, Secretary and Treasurer. Paurushasp is a graduate in Computer
Sciences from Kings College, London University and has attained several post-graduate
qualifications in computer sciences and finance. He runs a software company and has
executed contracts for some of the most famous investment banks such as Merrill Lynch,
Goldman Sachs and Nomura and is currently under contract with the Royal Bank of Scotland.
Paurushasp also becomes the first President of the ZTFE to have been born in the UK. All
previous 24 Presidents were born overseas, either in the Indian sub-continent, Iran or East
Africa. 48
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ZAH Library Gala
by magdalena rustomji

ZAH Library Mission Statement: To serve as a leading repository of knowledge that
fosters the awareness and study of Zoroastrian religion, history, traditions and culture.

O

n October 15, 2005, the ZAH held the third annual Library Gala. The opening of the
Library in 2003 was the first Library Gala, and featured the first collection of books, as
well as exhibits of artwork from ZAH artists. The featured speaker was storyteller,
Jamshed Udvadia from Michigan. In 2004 the second Gala was a celebration of
Dastur Dhalla’s life, his great volume of work and his ongoing influence. The exhibit for
the second Library Gala was a breathtaking display of antique garas and topis. The Library Gala’s
featured exhibit this year (05) was the ZAH Tapestry coordinated by Behroze Daruwalla and arranged
for display by architect Darius Kolah and his wife, Deborah who is a professional librarian on the staff
of Rice University. The Third Annual Gala was the catalyst to begin to bring together documents,
photographs and other artifacts that are now ZAH history and tell the story of how the ZAH building,
including the Library became a reality. Aban Rustomji, Chair of the Library Committee, and Behroze
Daruwalla, recording secretary, relentlessly searched within the ZAH community to find documents for
this important history, before they are lost.

ZAH Tapestry
The exhibit included documents related to
the formation of the association and the
building of the Center. Also on display were
various albums containing photographs of
events and documents such as the early
days when the ZAH building was only a
vision and a dream, as well as pictures and
documents of the groundbreaking
ceremony. Included in the exhibit were also
the various groups within the ZAH
community, which are or have been a part
of ZAH, such as the various youth groups,
golden groups and Zarthushti Group
(benefactors of the land for the ZAH
building). Programmes of the various
congresses and youth camps hosted by the
ZAH were also on display.

Zoroastrian Fire Temples
Cyrus Rivetna from Chicago, Illinois was the
featured presenter of this year’s Library
Gala programme. About 100 people
gathered in the meeting hall to hear Cyrus
present, Zoroastrian Fire Temples. Cyrus
graduated from the University of Illinois with
a degree in architecture in 1993, He then
studied photography for two years at
Columbia College. His profession has

taken him across the globe to study
architecture and culture through
photography and sketching. Cyrus’s
projects include a museum and library on
the banks of the Ganges River. He has
studied Parsi fire temples and through
photography and sketching has
documented fire temples in Surat, Gharuch,
Ahmedabad, Navsari, Khambat, Udvada
and other small villages. Cyrus lives in
Chicago where he has his own architectural
practice. His presentation is based on his
study during travels in India from 1998 2000, and Iran in 2000.
The presentation took a brief look at the
2300-year evolution of Zoroastrian religious
structures. Cyrus first covered some of the
history of the early fire temples. The
earliest recorded fire altar was in the open
air, surrounded by nature. The fire temple
evolved from a pre-Achaemenian fire altar
near the capital complex of Persepolis
through the Parthian and Sasanian Empires
into the chahar-taq, a square building
capped by a dome. The chahar-taq is
important because it becomes the core of
the modern Parsi fire temples in India.
Cyrus pointed out the square leveled
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platform, which was replicated in later fire
altars inside fire temples.
In India, the fire temples kept some of the
distinct features such as the square, the
leveled platform, but they also adopted
British architecture for the temple building
structure. In India, they then also began to
have some common features such as a
meeting hall with portraits of Zarathushtra
and benefactors on the walls, a courtyard,
water wells and columns. The spaces that
comprise a typical fire temple are the
pudyab area, well, verandah, multi-purpose
hall, prayer hall, kehbla, a garden and an
area for rituals. The spaces are usually
arranged concentrically with the kehbla,
where the fire is kept, at the heart of the
building. When put together these spaces
create an environment that allows people to
enjoy and revere all of nature with fire at its
center.

The Future:
Cyrus believes that perhaps the next step in
continuing this 2300-year evolution is to
build a fire temple outside of India that can
house a continuously burning fire. “Such a
building would instill a sense of pride and
would act as a magnet to centralize our
scattered communities.” He is hoping to
continue his study of Zoroastrian fire
temples, and intends to publish a book
about his research. Cyrus believes that a
well-designed building can become the
centerpiece of a community, and hopes to
someday have the opportunity to
incorporate the traditions of our past into a
modern building that will become a model
for future fire temples and Zoroastrian
centres in North America.
The buildings serve three different
functions; to provide a place for priests to
perform rituals, for individual Zoroastrians to
worship and for the community to gather
socially or for special events such as
weddings or navjotes.
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This Library Programme certainly made us
reflect that much thought and research is

needed when contemplating the building of
a fire temple or a religious structure.
Certainly, as the religion spreads throughout
the world, we will, in the future be looking at
fire altars and fire temples, which perhaps
will keep some of the traditional features but
at the same time, will again evolve with
consideration for the environment and
culture of that place. What will be the
factors determining the structures of those
fire temples, altars, and religious
structures?

Need :
What is the building to be used for ?
v Environment
v Culture & Country
v Historical features
v Interest & funding
v Creativity and aesthetic considerations
Whatever the evolution of the physical
structure of the buildings, may we continue
to keep the fire burning in our homes, in our
fire altars and in our hearts. And may the
fire enlighten our thinking and warm our
soul.
“Wise One, I realize You to be powerful and
progressive
because You help with Your own hand.
You give rewards to both the wrongful and the
righteous
by means of the warmth of Your fire
which is mighty through righteousness,
and through which strength of good mind comes to
me.”
Gathas: Song 8.4 - A A Jafarey translation

q
Magdalena Rustomji was born in San Luis Potosi, Mexico
and immigrated to Texas as a young child. For the past 20
years she has been a licensed professional counsellor
(psychotherapist) working with “recent arrival” immigrant
high school students, in group and individual sessions.
Magdalena’s other interests include gardening, poetry and
the cinema. She is the coordinator of an annual Writing
Festival for immigrant high school students that celebrates
Poetry Month and has also written a poetry module for
use in Group work with adolescents. Magdalena’s occasion
poem was selected as the Conference Poem for the Twelfth
North American Zoroastrian Congress in Chicago in July of 2002

HAMAZOR - ISSUE 4 2005

Pestonji Modi Khorshed Edulji Khambattawalla Agiari - The atash was consecrated and
the building built in 1844, and closed in the 1970s. There are now only 12 Parsis left in
Zarthosti Anjumanna Atash Behram at Mumbai - The atash was
Khambatt and the agiari is in ruins.
consecrated in 1897, and the building built in 1886. The exterior
replicates columns, window trim and other motifs taken directly from
the Persepolis in Persia.

Navsari Bhagarsath Anjumanna Atash Behram - The atash
was consecrated in 1765, and the building built in 1925. The
refined exterior which replicates column and window trim
details from Persepolis, is in stark contract to the busy Indian
street.
Vakil Kadmi Atash Behram at Surat The atash was consecrated and the
buildings built in 1823. The exterior
view shows simple, modest details that
reflect the beliefs of Zoroastrianism, and
are very different from the nearby hyper
ornate Hindu temples, and the massive
Islamic mosques.

Photographs with captions, courtesy
of Cyrus Rivetna
The engraving is from a book titled Ceremonies et coutumes
religieuses de tous les peuples due monde, written by Moubach,
engravings by B Picart; published between 1721 and 1731.
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Fire temples in Israel
Letter sent by Philip Mandelker to Chairman, WZO

“

I am an American Israeli Jew who lives in Israel and has always been interested in Zoroastrianism, its beliefs,
people, history and influence on the religious and philosophical traditions of the world, both ancient and
modern and particularly Jewish and Christian.
I recently became aware of several references to possibility of the existence of fire temples in Israel during
various periods of Iranian suzerainty over the country.
The most important reference is that in II Maccabees 1:18-36 in which following the description of the
rediscovery of the holy fire of the Temple following the Jews return to Israel from the Babylonian exile under
the leadership of Ezra and Nehemia, reference is made to the Persian’s king’s declaration of the site as “a
sacred inclosure”.
I have also come across a second, more recent reference. This appears in a book by Laurence Oliphant, who
you might know was a 19th century British diplomat, world traveller, journalist and explorer of Palestine. In
his book Haifa or Life in Modern Palestine, published in London by Blackwood in 1887, Oliphant notes
on p27 that “According to the most ancient Persian traditions, sacred fire burned at the extreme western
point of Carmel.”
I was wondering whether you or someone else in the World Zoroastrian Organization is familiar with or might
be able to assist me in tracking down the traditions to which Oliphant refers or any other references to the
fire temples sacred fire or Atash-Kadehs in Israel and particularly in the area of Mt Carmel.
Your assistance in this matter is much appreciated and I wish you and your organization continued success in
preserving one of the great and formative religious traditions of the world and bringing
it to the attention of the world community.

email : mandelkr@zahav.net.il or pmandelker@zionoil.com
address : 44 Tagore St., Apt 26, Tel Aviv 69341, Israel

q

Three youth become Ervads
“It’s worth it”, 14-year-old Bahrom Firozgary jubilantly remarked on his return from India. Bahrom made many personal
sacrifices. He gave up his lead position on the basketball team, he missed a month of school, and sat aside his free fun time
as he prepared for the initiatory navar ceremony. Bahrom was not the only one from Houston. Noshir Khumbatta and Viraf
Nariman also went to India in November to complete their initiation ceremony for priesthood.
The candidates go through Bareshnum purifications, 19 days in all. They say their prayers five times a day and pass their
time in reflective mode. Next comes the gewra ceremony which lasts six days. On the sixth day of the gewra ceremony, the
initiates take a bath. A white turban, the symbol of priesthood, is presented. The boys then wear their jama (loose white
gown) and pichhori, kind of a belt around the waist. They carry a shawl in their left hand and a gurz, a mace, in their right
hand signifying the fight against the enemies of light, justice and truthfulness.
Houston is proud to have three new Ervads. But across the ocean, there is a prouder grandparent. Our venerated Mobed
Mehraban Firouzgary of Iran. The navar investure took place on (Mehraban’s) birthday. Bahrom is his grandson. “I continued
the lineage
52 line”, Bahrom remarked. What better gift can one receive! - Aban Rustomji, Houston, TX, on creatingawareness
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The importance of making mistakes
by nikan h khatibi

O

ne of my best friends, London
Jones, belonged to a youth
group that traditionally spent
the summer months focusing
on discipleship and
missions—inner city Chicago, Mexican
orphanages, new church plants in Alaska
and Canada, as well as a children’s
outreach in Medellin, Colombia. All had
been wonderful experiences and had
almost always spurred tremendous growth
in him. I even had the opportunity to join
him in a few projects that he led during the
summer before our freshman year in
college and found them to be immensely
educational.
But one summer, London wanted to make a
change to his youth group and sought my
guidance for his plan. Although it actually
would have been easier to plan an overseas
trip, London wanted to take a risk.
Could he motivate and generate excitement
among his youth group to give their summer
up to make a difference in their very own
backyards of California? Something simple
yet revolutionary—and yet much less
exciting on the surface?
London knew some students would resist
and bag on the idea. I even wondered
what would happen, “if this idea of his
fails?”
London’s church is located in the highly
affluent area of Orange County, down the
street from a community college, which
sponsors an off-campus ministry called
“Sidewalk Sunday School.” During the
school year, every Sunday, students travel
to a local elementary school in a lowincome neighbourhood and run an outreach
ministry. This is where his idea and my
planning came in.
London thought about those children and
what happens during the four months of

- a youth’s perspective
summer when those college students are
gone. He dreamed of partnering with the
community college and using his youth
group to carry on the ministry over the
summer. Brilliant idea, I told myself.
Instead of challenging the students in the
youth group to come with him to Colombia
or even Canada, London was going to do
the cutting-edge thing and challenge his
youth group to make a difference at home.
Sure they wouldn’t be getting on a plane
and flying someplace exotic and exciting,
but they had an opportunity to minister just
a few miles from church. And there was no
cost! “The parents at his church are going
to love London!” I thought to myself
proudly.
What happened? About six students
committed to “Summer Sidewalk”—not the
30 London and I were expecting.
Neighbourhood kids were never around,
and the list of children we received from
the community college was outdated.
When we tried to visit these children and
give them rides to Sunday school, their
parents resisted because they didn’t know
our group. “Summer Sidewalk” failed. A
bust. A failure. London and I took a risk
and the bottom fell out from under us.
Members of London’s youth group were
absolutely discouraged. By the end of the
summer the handful of participants felt
they wasted their summer, and the
students who stayed away felt like our
ministry was a loser. Morale was down.
London’s “brilliant” idea created an identity
crisis for his group—a bummer sidewalk.
“Who said taking risks is fun and exciting?”
I later wondered, depressed and
scratching my head.

Making a mistake is okay
Contrary to what most people might
immediately think, what happened to
London and I was a good thing. That’s
correct! A positive circumstance—at least
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Trusted experience,
proven leadership, and a
dedication to improve the
quality of life, that is what
Nikan Khatibi is all
about. Graduating from
the University of
California, Irvine with a
BSc in 2004 and then
spending a year earning
his MBA, Nikan is
currently in medical
school pursuing a career
as a physician. Glancing
at the future, Nikan
envisions
himself
practicing medicine for
some years before taking
on a position as a member
of the United States
Congress.
At the age of 23, he is the
youngest director in
history for a California
Chamber of Commerce
& Holiday Parade
Commission, and is the
founding director of
Students for Success.
Nikan is an editor for the
Youthfully Speaking
section of the FEZANA
Journal and served as past
president of the Youth of
the
California
Zoroastrian Center. He
has beeen a speaker at
many conferences around
the world and takes great
pleasure in seeing this
community prosper.

that’s the rule American business leaders
go by. Jim Burke, former CEO of Johnson
& Johnson, actually encouraged mistakes.
What Burke wanted more than anything
else were workers who made decisions
and took risks: “If you believe that growth
comes from risk taking, that you cannot
grow without it, then it is essential in
leading people toward growth to get them
to make decisions—and to make
mistakes.”
Mistakes are essential for progress, he said.
No mistakes, no progress. According to
Paul Orfalea, founder and CEO of Kinko’s,
not learning from our mistakes are often
due to lack of reflection. “When I make a
mistake, I usually mull over it at night and
think about the would’ve, could’ve,
should’ve stuff. But then I move on. It’s
important to reflect and analyze, but then
we all have to realize that what’s done is
done, so move on—tomorrow is a new day.”
It’s imperative that we Zoroastrian youth
learn from our mistakes whether in school,
church, or just in life. When we don’t, we’re
bound to frustrate ourselves and others,
which may lead to loss of future
opportunities. Repeating such mistakes
could also have long-term, negative
impacts, not only on our personal
reputations, but also on the reputation of
our great religion.

Closing thoughts
I believe the fear of making mistakes and
the fear of failure—combined with a
tendency to please people more than
God—can cripple any society and hold it
back from greater potential.
As we learned from the giants of corporate
America, we Zoroastrian youth need to —
for the sake of our religion’s future and
growth — put comfort aside, take risks, fall
down, risk again, fall down again, and not
be afraid to displease some in the process.
The question remains: Are we willing?
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q

Katrina’s fury & its aftermath
Aban Rustomji from Houston, Tx, reports:
As you read this, men, women and children
of the Gulf States continue to suffer.
Hurricane Katrina roared onto the Gulf
Coast on August 29, 2005 with winds of 175
miles an hour, only the third Category 5
storm to hit the mainland United States. The
devastation from the storm surge, 80 miles
wide and close to 30 feet high, is
incomprehensible.
While the rest of us viewed the catastrophic
event on our TV set, a small but closely knit
Zoroastrian community faced an evacuation
process. Rohinton and Armin Tarapore
along with 15 others left their homes to seek
refuge in Houston, Baton Rouge, Jackson,
Mississippi, and Austin.
An anxious Zoroastrian community owes
thanks to Rohinton who continued to keep
in touch with all of us. Many times he went
out of his way to get an air card to send
latest updates as internet facilities were
non-existent.
Rohinton Tarapore is temporarily located in
Baton Rouge writes:
“Hurricane Katrina made landfall on Monday
August 29 th 2005. It was a direct hit to the
New Orleans and Gulf Coast area. It
caused destruction and devastation of
untold proportions. I live with my wife Armin
and two sons Shahrukh and Arshish in
Kenner, Louisiana which is a suburb of
New Orleans. We have a small Zoroastrian
community of about 15 families. I am happy
to report that all of us were able to evacuate
and get out of the path of the hurricane. My
family and I went to Houston where we
stayed with friends. There were four other
families that also chose to seek refuge in
Houston. The others went to places like
Baton Rouge, LA, Jackson, MS, Natchez,
MS and Austin, TX. All of our homes have
been damaged to some extent. Most of us
had damage caused by wind which
destroyed roofs, knocked over trees and
power lines. But some of the families also
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had water in their homes and cars. It will be
several months before things can return to
normal. The Zoroastrians of Houston and
FEZANA have been very helpful in
providing assistance to a couple of the
families that desperately needed help.”
Another member of the community, Shirin
Dastoor, tells us her parents totally lost their
home in Mississippi. Mehr Mirabadi a
brilliant young physician who graduated
from South America was working towards
US certification was displaced and presently
looking for a job.
And yet another member of our community,
who chooses anonymity, described her
ordeal of living through that moment that
seemed endless in time.
“With torrential rains and heavy winds we
could feel our home actually shaking, but we
just huddled together and prayed that it
would all end soon. Then around 9:00 am,
the wind force was so great that our front
door started shaking and caving in. So we
quickly ran to the door and started pushing
against it so that the latch would not give in
or break and I just sat against the door and
my husband just kept pressure on the door
by pushing it at the top and we continued to
sit at the door for nearly two hours. By noon
it was all over. The hurricane had passed us
by, the rains had stopped, and slowly we saw
our street both in front of our home and by
the side of our home filling up with water. We
were so helpless since we could not do
anything about it. We had three feet of
standing water near our home from Monday
morning until Tuesday night 10:30 pm, when
we saw it slowly receding since the city had
started its water pumps which was pulling
the water out from the streets and dumping
the water in the lake. But by then the water
had entered our home and was creeping in
on the carpet and tiles. What misery! BUT by
the Grace of God we were both safe and we
profusely thank His kindness.”
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Three weeks later most families made it
back to survey their homes. Needless to
say the notion of starting again is nearly
impossible to grasp. Some areas will have
no electricity for months. The schools,
libraries and offices lucky enough to be

standing can’t open for weeks. Those not
standing will be scooped up in the rubble,
then rebuilt. But where, and at what cost?
So much has disappeared - highways, streets,
bridges, treatment plants, docks, ports. The
next seafood harvest is years away, and the
shrimpers have lost their boats. The bustling
casino business will be closed for months and
may take years to recover.
As dark as these days are, though, there is
hope. It doesn’t come from handouts or
speeches promising rosy days ahead. Hope
comes from the people and their
remarkable belief that, if we all stick
together, we’ll survive. The task of
rebuilding is monumental and disheartening
to the outsider. But to the battle-scarred
survivors, today is better than yesterday
and tomorrow something good will happen.
When William Faulkner accepted the Nobel
Prize in 1950, he said, in part:
“I believe that man will not merely endure: he will
prevail. He is immortal, not because he alone
among creatures has an inexhaustible voice, but
because he has a soul, a spirit capable of
compassion, sacrifice and endurance.”

xxx
And then Rita struck a few weeks later ...
(the following appeared on creating awareness)
“No deaths have been reported from Rita’s
strike and the damage was less than
feared. Houston Zoroastrians are all safe
and their homes are intact. A handful of
families managed to drive to Austin and
Dallas, whereas the majority of Zoroastrians
had to turn around after 12 and 14 hours of
traffic gridlock. There is wide spread power
outage and massive debris are being
cleared all around us in Houston. But it’s
nothing what folks in Beaumont and New
Orleans are experiencing with reeling and
renewing flood waters.
A number of you called, emailed and offered
us home stay. We thank you all for your
concern and care.”
q
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The Arts
excerpts are from postings on creating awareness, wherever source is not mentioned.
A Fine Balance by Rohinton Mistry, much
acclaimed novel of a young Parsi widow is now
a West End production. It has a very limited run
at Hampstead theatre, Swiss Cottage, London
between the 16th to the 28th January 2006.

Firdous Bamji was born in Bombay and raised
in South India, Columbia and South Carolina.
He has appeared in numerous plays in New
York and across USA. Most recently he played
the title role in William Shakespeare’s Othello.
He has played leading parts in world and
American premiere productions of plays by
noted playwrights including Tom Stoppard,
Tony Kushner, Eric Bogosian, Naomi Wallace
and Rebecca Gilman. He has had guest
starring parts on Law & Order, and Law &
Order SVU, and he made his motion picture
debut, albeit briefly, in M Nights Shyamalan’s
The Sixth Sense. He lives in New York with
his wife, Hayley. His latest film is The War
Within.

RIVERS, a world premiere at Towson University
Center for the Arts, Maryland, USA.
A graceful and touching work, Rivers blends
classical Indian dance and gesture with modern
dance and American Sign Language. Rivers
features Quest affiliate artist Astad Deboo,
world-renowned master of Indian modern
dance. Astad is India’s leading contemporary
choreographer and dancer. Classically trained
in Kathakali he has pioneered modern dance in
India. In addition to his rigorous performance
and teaching schedule, he also trains and tours
with deaf performers from the Clarke School in
Chennai. He has been invited by Galludet
University in Washington DC in the past to hold
workshops for the hearing impaired and has
presented his work with them at the World Bank,
and at the Smithsonian Institution’s Freer
Gallery of Art. (Hamazor Issue 3/2002 pp 5052, carried a profile on Astad Deboo and his
work)

A new ballet named Zartosht, directed by the famous
French choreographer Maurice Bejart, recently
preformed in Switzerland.
The Shahnameh, Iran’s national epic, has been
published for the first time as a graphic novel in
English. Following on the success of M Satrapi’s
popular “Persepolis” novels, the 60,000 couplet epic
by Ferdowsi has recently been condensed into 32
colourful pages of text and images.
Thrity Umrigar’s new novel, The Space Between Us,
will be published by William Morrow on Jan 10. One
can order the book from Amazon, Borders and best
of all, from independent booksellers. (sent to Ed)
Shayan Italia will perform his debut single Reflection,
live with two of the country’s top session guitarists on
stage, on 4 Feburary 2006, at the Hilton Hotel, Park
Lane, London. He is the opening act for the Sony
Sports Personality Awards 2006. This is followed by
another performance of Shayan’s at North End
Crescent, London, for The Original Songwriters, his
single, Reflection, and his song Son of God, live with
the House Band which has top session musicians.
(excerpt from ZTFE’s announcement to members)
Dinyar Vania, a native of Syracuse, NY, has been
singing since he was seventeen – mesmerizing his
young fans as lead vocalist and drummer in an
alternative rock band. Turning his attention to a more
classical tradition in his late teens, he made his debut
as the Pirate King in The Pirates of Penzance, by
Gilbert & Sullivan. The operatic art form followed
quickly thereafter, and today he is gaining national
recognition as one of the finest lyric tenors on the
scene. The 2005-06 began with debuts at
Connecticut Grand Opera singing Rodolfo in La
Bohème, at Cedar Rapids Opera Theater singing
Pinkerton in Madame Butterfly, and at Nevada Opera
Theater singing Cavaradossi in Tosca. Dinyar
celebrated his first season at New York City Opera,
for whom he covered the role of Cavaradossi (Tosca).
(excerpt from his website) [See also pp 35 ]

q
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The earth
shook the
mountains
opened the
survivors
fight against
all odds ...
59
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Quake shakes NWFP & Azad Kashmir
by yazdyar haveliwala

W

hat does one write about after
visiting a place where the destruction is so
widespread - so complete, that it leaves one
speechless? Yet while traversing crumbled
villages spread all over the mountainous
terrain, one thing was glaringly evident; the
instinct for survival is so great that it lifts
shattered souls to grope among the ruins
for pieces of their past lives; to collect,
assemble and begin anew.
A request by an NGO, circulated by
concerned citizens through email, to assist
them with relief work in the earthquake hit
areas of Azad Kashmir and the North West
Frontier Province, brought individuals and
groups together for the collective good of
the people, affected by the October 8th
tremors. Though images of death and
devastation in the aftermath of the
earthquake on the media were a regular
feature, each one of us upon reaching
Muzaffarabad felt a personal jolt viewing
first hand the remnants of a once flourishing
city and the struggle by its inhabitants to
piece back their shattered lives.
Our camp was located on a hill and the view
of the city ... but there was no city left to
view. Muzaffarabad was one big mass of
camps and tents, a range of relief vehicles,
and even more; the names of organizations
that had come to aid the victims. From the
depths of the valley to the entire
mountainside surrounding the city, lay
crumbled houses and people living in tents.
A few of the mountains that had once
boasted blooming fir trees were of a lighter
shade; almost white as the forceful shaking
had eroded the brown top soil to reveal a
cleaner earth within. Mother Nature had
shaken up more dust to subdue the
evergreen that was omnipresent.
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A brief visit and with shock writ on our faces
we treaded back to our base camp to be

briefed on our role here over the next ten
days. As volunteers our work was to collect
and collate data on the extent of damage
done to homes with a view to constructing
permanent houses after the winter.
Additionally, teams were dispatched to
provide and help in building temporary
shelters for the numerous displaced people
and those living in tents in villages; so that
they may survive the oncoming harsh
winter. A total of 17 villages on the outskirts
of Muzaffarabad along a route had been
identified where temporary shelters and
permanent houses would be built. We had
to survey two villages; Chaman Kotli Nawab
Khan and Chaman Kotli Nogaziah.
We started our work on Eid day and though
there was no celebration, prayers were
held. Most of us had never climbed
mountains; yet armed with a clipboard, pen
and camera, wrapped in woolies each made
their way through the rough terrain, meeting
families, recording data and taking pictures
of their damaged houses. Sitting among
their fallen homes, it amazed them to see
people actually coming this far to their
village instead of spending the holidays with
their families. The surprise was not only on
their part. There were many instances
where even in the worst of conditions the
resolve and the stoic optimism of the people
were evident. The classic example of this
was when we met an old villager
recuperating from injuries received in the
earthquake, whose house was two hours
walk from the main road. After the initial
surprise at having city-dwellers in his
residence had died down, a conversation
ensued, the striking part of which was the
old man’s firm resolution. What had
happened should not have happened but it
did and was over with. Now the time had
come to be up and about and start setting
things right once again. Blessing us, he
wished us well and invited us over to his
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house in better times. His resolute
hopefulness served as a reminder of the
wonderful, almost magical power of the
human spirit to rise above all adversities.
Everywhere we went, people greeted us
warmly and embraced us tightly, welcoming
us into their lives and silently conveyed their
gratitude for our presence there and our
concern for their well-being. Hospitality
being the hallmark of the people of the
North, none shirked, even during these
trying times; from extending it graciously to
us – their mehmaans (guests), from tea to
something to eat, although it would mean
straining their already meager resources.
But amid the hot cups of tea in cracked
china, there was built a silent solidarity – a
feeling that told them they were not alone in
these difficult times. An incident struck me
here, one involving a cup of hot tea where
the lady of the house, went searching
among the scattered belongings of her
ravaged house for a saucer to match the
cup. To her proud sensitivities, under any
condition, even while out in the open, the
guest had to be treated properly. It showed
so clearly that the spirit was not lost, even
though all else had.
While surveying and traversing the
mountainside, the villagers recounted
stories of how this tragedy had affected
individual lives, the communities that lived
within / without and how timely assistance
provided by our countrymen, though
nameless and faceless, had lit a light of
hope within the hearts of those they
touched or came in contact with. This is
where the human element comes in. They
narrated how people from all over Pakistan,
from all walks of life, through any and all
possible means had come in hordes to help
the affected people, bringing food, tents,
medicines, transport for the sick and
afflicted, and even monetary aid. When all
had been distributed, most just sat out in
the open and talked to the people, listening
to their stories, their lives, the earthquake,
just about anything – as a way of providing
comfort and care but more importantly;
through dialogue, motivate them to clear the
debris and make way for new homes, to

spur them to action, segregate the logs,
blocks and rocks, gather the remaining bits
and pieces of their lives and begin to build
anew.

Three Karachi
Zoroastrians also
The next phase took us to Mansehra and
helped in the
from there to the village of Buttul to set up a aftermath of the
base camp from where to commence with
earthquake
the rehabilitation work. Buttul, Malkan and
Hillkote were the three villages to be visited
and surveyed. A long drive from Mansehra,
through scenic vistas and winding roads
that the tremors had left unharmed brought
us to the village of Buttul. Relief camps
were evident but our purpose was different.
A representative from the village had been
identified who had briefed the locals about
the purpose of our visit and we set about
collecting data and the usual course of
climbing mountains, although not as high as
those of Muzaffarabad.
Buttul must have been a village that had
emerged into a bustling town but had
collapsed totally following the earthquake.
Buttul city as we saw it now, appeared to
have been a series of small locally
constructed houses, with narrow alleys
following a step like pattern, the roof of the
lower house normally becoming the terrace
or veranda of the house above. If not, it
worked as a thin passageway for the locals
to traverse and wind; through one mohallah
(hamlet) into the next. This close knit bond
had never represented any pitfall but it did
on October 8 th when the worlds shook and
like a deck of cards, each house crumbled
on top of one another burying its inmates
under layers of debris. With screams from
all direction for assistance and the survivors
initially trying to fathom what happened,
they soon went about with their bare hands
to rescue those buried. Sadly, most would
be unable to make it in the absence of
earth-moving equipment. Yet miracles did
happen and lives were saved even after
days of the earthquake.
All through, the saddest of all the events
were those where small children, who had
set out to attend yet another normal day of
school, shoving and giggling as they made
their way through the rough roads, were

Dr
Mehernosh
Sidhwa went twice to
Bagh and Balakot
with six of his doctor
friends to assist as
best they could
initially on 13 th to 16th
October and then
once again in a more
organized fashion
assisting in the
medical camps from
17th to 25 th October.
Cyrus
Chowna
visited Batgram in
District Hazara, who
volunteered as an
Operation Theatre
Technician and left on
13 th October with a
team of 37 doctors &
technicians, for 7
days.
Farishte Ghaswalla
visited Sudhan Gali
which is near Bagh
about 3 hours drive
away, with her office
team of 4 others from
21st – 24th October.
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snuffed out with one mighty blow. The
villagers would account for 34 lives in one
girls school, grades 1 to 3 and how they had
tried to rescue them but all in vain. The
children never knew what happened, so
swift was the tremor. Climbing up the
winding road, we reached Malkan and a
repetition of the same - meet, survey,
picture and motivate people to get up and
do something quickly; especially in light of
the harsh winter ahead. Further on was the
village of Hillkote, a steep four kilometer
walk up the mountain. In each of the three
villages not a house was standing, whether
pucca or kutcha.
Here too, each village was amazed at the
advent of the city folk to help them rebuild
their lives, to urge them to action, and
involve them in the rebuilding process.
Though the scenario was depressing, the
learned and the village elders realized that
this adversity was an opportunity for them
as communities to join hands and build a
new; and in most cases build better habitat
than the ones that lay shattered. It was a
time when people who had left their homes
and families and made their way to the
cities to earn their living, could come back
home and start rebuilding; reuniting.
The folks in turn for our help offered
whatever they had, in terms of farm
produce to tea, even a night’s stay to
facilitate the process. Each narrated stories
of assistance with a kind of love and a
glimmer of hope of how they had been
touched by the benevolence and
magnanimity of their countrymen who had
come forward in their time of need. As the
earthquake took place in Ramadan, young
couples, families, individuals and groups
would travel from far and wide to the
villages carrying sehri and iftari items for the
victims. But far more than what they brought
they conveyed the warmth in their hearts for
the people they did not know, the good
intentions to assist their brethren, to give
without question, to ask nothing in return.
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Our last destination was a brief visit to
Balakot. The place was in total shambles.
The centre of the city brought us face to

face with what must have happened on that
fateful morning. Everything lay crumbled,
scarred or warped. All its inhabitants were
busy collecting through the debris, lingering
pieces of their lives. Balakot was a maze of
activity, but without the availability of earthmoving equipment, the task of removing the
debris was even more daunting. Strong and
firm as the mountains they live within, the
people had taken on the challenge and
using local tools, and their sinewy hands,
had started the rebuilding process.
During our journeys up and down the
mountains, through alleys and off the
beaten track, one thing was glaringly
evident - faith can move mountains and
while movement of the mountains shook
humanity it would be the faith of the people
that would endure, building bridges across
tribes and borders, uniting and fortifying
them.

q
(3 rd November – 12 th November 2005, Yazdi
volunteered his services to Citizens Foundation
for preparing correct documentation so that
constructive help could be given. - Ed)
Yazdyar Sam Haveliwala is a Pharmacist
with an MBA in Marketing. Contrary to his
education, Yazdi so called by his friends,
enjoys writing and performing in nataks,
plays, organizing musical and fashion shows,
involving the youth to entertain the local
community as well as raise funds for various
projects. He presently works as a Fund
Raiser, generating money for the poor and
needy who come for treatment at the Aga
Khan University Hospital in Karachi.

Today, like every other day, we wake up empty and frightened.
Don't open the door to the study and begin reading.
Take down a musical instrument.
Let the beauty we love be what we do.
There are hundreds of ways to kneel and kiss the ground.
- Jalaludin Rumi
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The tragedy continues
by zeba vanek

i

t has been 12 weeks since the quake.
The freezing Himalayan winter has set in
with all its might and ferocity.
Since then, news from the region says
‘Relief operations in the earthquake
region came to a grinding halt with snow
blanketing mountainous areas and heavy
rain continued to lash the region for the
second consecutive day on
Monday, compounding the
miseries of survivors living
in flimsy tents and shelters.
Landslides had cut off
some areas from the federal
capital and there had been
frequent tent collapses. He
said poor visibility had
grounded helicopters and
the UN, foreign militaries
and the Pakistan Army
could not resume relief
operations until the weather
turned better.’ (DAWN
[newspaper], 2 January,
2006, Pakistan)
On day 2 of our trip (Dec 12th)
we had reached Abbottabad
with our team of five, Sofia
and myself (neurologists),
Susan (epidemiologist), Dr
Zahoor (Internist) and our
stoic driver, Aman. We had
been asked to accompany a
team that made multiple helicopter trips to
distant and very high mountain villages and
hamlets to deliver food, comprising of sacks
of wheat, rice and lentils and where neither
food nor medical relief had reached since
the quake on October 8, 2005. We learnt,
later, that one hour of such a journey costs
over $5000 or more ... and physicians are
desperately needed to join these food
delivery teams because many distant
mountain villages have still not been
reached after the roads have been

destroyed by the widespread landslides
since the quake.
At dawn, we flew to a mountain village
called Kandol, in Kohistan. The helicopter
was Ukrainian, the crew a mixture of a few
brave Pakistani’s and foreigners, the food
donated by the World Food Programme with
US labels on them and the medicines we
carried, were sent by so many of our friends

The Kandol, Kohistan team

in the US. I felt a sense of exhilaration as I
sat amongst this mix of good people
belonging to every nationality, religion and
discipline, and tried to join them in spirit, to
focus just on the bigger and important task
ahead ...
It took about an hour and a half to reach the
hamlets of Kondol, Kohistan. We landed on a
flat area and the crew immediately started to
drop the food sacks there. The chopper flew
away to deliver food to other hamlets and we
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were left there with our medical team and some of
the crew members who would assist us in setting
up a medical camp.
There were four hamlets perched on the
mountain slopes of Kandol, with possibly 4000
inhabitants. The stark, untouched, unpolluted
beauty of the surroundings, was, breath-taking.
The deep, clear, blue sky, the white snow
contrasting with the dark brown of the mountains
and gushing pearl white streams of water flowing
down below, were heavenly. The air was crisp
and clean and we could see many small homes
on the slopes of the hills all around us.
We slowly saw a continuous trickle of people
descend from their mountain homes and move
towards us as word spread that doctors had
come to their village.
There was no electricity or running water and
only a satellite phone occasionally worked to
allow communication with the outside world. I
saw no food anywhere, except a few scattered
stacks of dried corn. The only lifeline for Kandol,
to the world, had been a dirt road that had been
destroyed by the quake. This mountain village,
many thousands of feet high in the Himalayas,
was completely land-locked and there was no
other way to reach or leave it except by a
helicopter. The 4000 or so villagers had been
starving and without medical relief for over 9 weeks
since the quake.

Zeba F Vanek, MD, DCN,
MBBS is the Assistant
Professor of Neurology at
UCLA, Department of
Neurology
Movement
Disorders and Parkinson's
Disease Programme and
Director of UCLA Spasticity
and Botulinum Toxins Clinic
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The crew introduced us to a man who was the
village ‘dispenser’. This compassionate and
courageous man may have been the only
educated person there with training in pharmacy.
He helped us set up a women and children’s
medical camp in a hut and set up Dr Zahoor on
another hill, to see the men. We saw most of the
patients in the small porch of this hut (picture on
www.spasticity.ucla.edu / Pakistan Earthquake),
where sunlight illuminated the surroundings well.
We did the gynecological examinations inside
the hut, which was in pitch darkness and without
windows. The dispenser was remarkable and
knew about the relevant medical histories,
ailments and needs of practically every villager
and greatly helped us triage and focus on the
most important patients. By evening, the three of
us must have seen about 200 hundred or more
patients.
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Everyone and the children and women, in
particular, were markedly malnourished,
which Susan, documented tirelessly, by
weighing and measuring numerous
children. Soon we lost count of the number
of people we saw. The spectrum of
ailments, were what we had been told to
expect - malnutrition, worms, diarrhoea,
respiratory tract and ear infections and a
variety of obstetrical and gynecological
issues, and a lot of depression and posttraumatic stress disorder. I wished
desperately that we had family practice
physicians, pediatricians and obstetricians
amongst us and felt grateful that Dr Zahoor
was with us to guide and advise us about
many illnesses that I had not seen for years
since my early years in Pakistan. By
evening we had finished all the medications
that we had brought with us and still many
more patients needed to be seen. We made
a list of the medications that we did not
have and the villagers needed and prayed
that it would become possible to deliver
them in the future.
Evening came and we saw the chopper
arrive to pick us up. I thought I saw tears in
the eyes of the dispenser, when he saw us
leave on the chopper, his last words being,
‘do not forget us’. Although I wanted to, I
could not promise him that some one will be
back with the medications, or more food or
the resources and the means to rebuild that
road by which their bare survival was
possible even before the quake.
Later, I tried to find Kandol on the map - I
found Kohistan, but could not find Kandol.- I
was glad to hear later, that, while we were
in Kot Bala, Jibri, at another medical camp,
Susan, was able to make one more trip to
Kandol, with the medications they needed,
bought by the donations so many of you
had donated.
I have heard numbers of 15,000 villages
affected by the quake. I do not know if this
includes the numerous villages far away
and high up in the mountains that have not
sustained the mammoth destruction of life
and property that the areas surrounding
Balakot and Muzaffarabad, have. The focus

UNICEF’s open air school

of relief has been close to the quake
epicenters. The direct damage from the
quake in numerous villages like Kandol, has
been moderate, but they have become
completely land-locked and people are
dying of hunger, freezing temperatures and
lack of basic medical supplies.
What is needed urgently to save these
people is global awareness about their
precarious situation, funds, personnel and
many more helicopters and aircrafts to
make these crucial trips with food and basic
medical teams of primary care physicians,
pedestrians and gynecologists with their
medical supplies, till the ferocious
Himalayan winter passes in another 3-4
months, and an emergent national and
international commitment to rebuild the
roads that were sustaining them and have
been destroyed by the quake.
Dear friends, please help spread the word
so that more people, perhaps even
compassionate governments, come forward
to join this effort, in whatever capacity they
can - we need to save as many innocent
lives as we can, before many more perish
q
quietly in the mountains.
I have received many reports sent by individuals, each one
depicting the tragedy these unfortunate, but stoic people are
withstanding bravely. I have selected this one, being the most
recent, which gives a complete picture. - Ed

Please call me if you
are a physician, and
in particular a PC,
internist, pediatrician
or gynecologist and
are interested in
joining a medical
relief camp in the
affected areas (001310-234-0463).
Information on how
you can help with
winterized shelter,
food
and
medications, is on
www.saquake.org
www.hoap.org.pk
(our
trip
was
facilitated through
this ngo)

65

HAMAZOR - ISSUE 4 2005

FEZANA-UPS South Asia earthquake relief
Meher Amalsad from Westminster, California, USA reports:

T

he catastrophic earthquake on 8th October 2005 in South Asia wiped out an
entire generation of children. About 100,000 individuals perished and over 3million were rendered homeless. The bitter cold on the mountains placed a serious
toll on the lives of the survivors, who urgently needed warm winter clothing coats, thermals, jackets, gloves and blankets to protect their lives.
We are pleased to announce that United Parcel Service
(UPS) stepped forward to provide a helping hand and
coordinate this relief effort with the Federation of Zoroastrian
Associations of North America (FEZANA). We are grateful to
Travis Spalding, Supervisor, UPS Airgroup Public Relations,
Scott Fasnacht, Contributions Manager, UPS Foundation and
Jantien Delfsma, Global Air Business Analyst,
UPS-SCS, for working with us to provide free
shipping for the clothing items collected by the
Zoroastrian Communities of Montreal, Toronto &
British Columbia in Canada; and New York,
Washington DC, Chicago, Houston and California
in United States. About 20,000 lbs of clothing
items were shipped in a total of 426-boxes to the
Omar Asghar Khan Development Foundation in
Islamabad in five different consignments. It was
coordinated with Toxy Cowasjee, our official
Zoroastrian liaison in Pakistan representing the
World Zoroastrian Organization (WZO).

Toronto: 118-boxes
The community in Montreal drove their donations to Toronto. The Zoroastrian Association of Quebec,
The Zoroastrian Society of Ontario and the Ontario Zoroastrian Community Foundation participated.

New York: 53-boxes
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From the Arbab Rustom-Guiv Dar-e-Mehr were dispatched on 12th January 2006.
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Houston: 72-boxes
Cartons were picked up from Zarathushti Heritage and Cultural Center on 13th January 2006. Shahid Momin of
Overseas Trading Inc donated 3800 lbs of blankets and warm jackets. Indo-American News in Houston carried an
article to help with the clothes collection Drive and India Herald gave a news item on the collection.

Chicago: 239-boxes
The shipment from Washington DC that arrived in Chicago on 13th January was consolidated with items collected
at Mehta Motors, a Zoroastrian business in Metropolitan Chicago, and a large donation in kind from Mr Usman Baki
of the Muslim Community Center. This fourth shipment was sent from the Dar-e-Mehr in Burr Ridge, Illinois. From
ZAC, Chicago 54 Boxes, from MCC, Chicago 131 Boxes. 54 boxes from ZAMWI (Washington
DC) were sent to the Dar-e-Mehr in Chicago.

At Chicago
At Washington DC

California: 44-boxes
The last shipment was sent January 24, 2006. Contributed by the California Zoroastrian Center,
The Zoroastrian Association of California, The Traditional Mazdayasni Zarathushti Anjuman,
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The Zoroastrian Society of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada and the Zoroastrian community in
Northern & Southern California .

The consignment from all five pickup points have reached Islamabad but Omar Asghar Khan
Development Foundation have in hand as yet, the consignments from Toronto, Houston & New York.
Ali Asghar Khan and his team have worked tirelessly to clear customs, and the distribution of the warm
clothing and blankets is on hand. (105 boxes have been distributed between 21 villages till 3 February)
The scope of this disaster is huge, it is evident that the needs of the survivors of the South Asia
earthquake will persist. All who helped in any aspect of this clothing drive, have joined a wonderfully
kind and most generous global community.
(Photographs courtesy of each Center)

q
Ali Asghar Khan writes ...
Thank you (Meher) and all our Zoroastrian friends for the help and support they have extended
in these difficult times. I would also like to thank UPS for their generosity.
We, at Omar Foundation are grateful for the trust reposed in us.The partnership that we have
established is extremely important to us and we shall fulfill our commitment to ease the sufferings
of those that are facing grave hardship.
It is through the help of organizations such as yours that we gain strength in our resolve.
As far as the shipment is concerned we shall at our end try to facilitate the collection and
distribution of goods as quickly as possible.
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Life is like a grindstone; whether it grinds you down or polishes
you up, depends on what you are made of. - Anonymous
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L to R: Clearing agent, Fida Mohammed of OAKDF, UPS
employee at Islamabad.

Loading up in trucks at Islamabad and then unloading goods
at OAKDF warehouse, Abbottabad.

And a surprise! 50 large teddybears for children, donated by a couple at Houston, who
felt “these would keep children warm”. A most thoughtful and appropriate gift bringing
so much pleasure to children.

Arrival of goods in Pakistan
.
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Through WZO a shimmer of hope
Sammy Bhiwandiwalla, Chairman of WZO, informs

i

t gives me great pleasure in reporting
the significant contribution towards the
Earthquake Relief Appeal received by WZO
directly or indirectly. Donors from across the
world came forward with a united response
with their heartfelt desire and compassion to
alleviate some of the pain and misery of the
poor victims in this tragedy. There is still
much more that needs to be done and your
on going support in any manner will be
welcomed over the coming months.
It is important that we recognise the singular
and praise worthy efforts of Toxy Cowasjee,
WZO Board Member, our representative in
Pakistan and Editor of Hamazor whose
personal dedication and driving force
contributed to the substantial receipt of
funds and subsequent implementation of
the achievements listed below. Without her
hands on involvement, the speed of aid
getting to the affected areas could have
dragged on into months as is not
uncommon in such extreme cases of total
destruction and remote areas.
From the report forwarded by Toxy, till 3 rd
February, 2006, she has received PRs
7,804,718.88p (£76,517 or US$130,078)
which is made up of donations from the
Karachi Parsis of PRs 3,935.868.77p and the
balance from Zoroastrians and their friends
who reside in Australia, Canada, Germany,
Italy, Malaysia, Morocco, Oman, Switzerland,
Turkey, UK, and USA.
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Amongst others, Toxy received the following
donations:
The Zoroastrian Society of British Columbia
contributed C$3,000.
The Zoroastrian Society of Ontario C$ 4,000
and a further figure of C$1,704.
The Zoroastrian Association of Greater New
York US$1,973.
Egan student body of the Egan Junior High,
in Los Altos, Ca donated US$993.

A private non-Zoroastrian Trust from UK,
GBP1,000.
Donations recedived by FEZANA for the
earthquake relief – US$5,000, which includes
Zoroastrian Association of Houston’s US$500.
Donations received by WZO UK for the
earthquake relief – GBP3,000 & US$550.
World Zoroastrian Organisation, UK –
GBP2,000,
which are part of the total figure.
The above donations have procured the
following by giving in kind.
100 tents @ PRs.6,500, 13ft x 13ft,
waterproof, delivered to Marie Adelaide
Leprosy Centre, Karachi and sent to
Muzaffarabad, Bagh and Ravalakot,
distributed by their workers and documented.
100
tents
@
PRs.6,500, 13ft x
13ft, waterproof,
delivered
in
Karachi,
for
Mansehra to Omar
Ashgar
Khan
Development
Foundation
for
distribution through
Ali Ashgar Khan in the villages of NWFP.
75
tents
@
PRs.6,000, 13ft x 13ft,
waterproof, double
lined delivered in
Lahore for onward
transportation
to
Mansehra to Omar
Ashgar
Khan
Development Foundation for distribution
through Ali Ashgar Khan at Kokhmar which is
near Balakot.
75 tents @ PRs.6,000, 13ft x 13ft, waterproof,
double lined, delivered in Lahore for onward
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transportation to Marie Adelaide Leprosy Centre, Pindi, done by an individual for us, and then
to Muzaffarabad, Bagh and Ravalakot.
100 tents @ PRs.3,900, smaller in size but made to the specs given by UN, delivered in
Lahore for onward transportation to Marie Adelaide Leprosy Centre, ‘Pindi, done by an individual
for us, and then to the high areas of the Neelum Valley.
100 heavy duty canvases, waterproof, 18 ft x 18 ft @ PRs.1,800, delivered in Karachi, for
Mansehra to Omar Ashgar Khan Development Foundation for distribution through Ali Ashgar
Khan in Mansehra district. Poles were made at Mansehra for these covers.
Two containers 20ft each @ PRs.140,000, converted as out patient’s departments, with
insulation for winter, having a desk, shelves, bunk, and toilet, shower & basin, sent to MALC
who have placed them at Muzaffarabad and Ravalakot, having no shelter to treat the afflicted.
250 heavy acrylic shawls, @ PRs.200 (from wholesale) 2.75 yds x 1.50 yds delivered to
MALC Karachi, for Muzaffarabad area, distributed to TB patients and their families.
Five tons of corrugated iron sheets for PRs.275,000, for roofing, sent direct from ‘Pindi to
MALC distributed at Muzaffarabad and Bagh.
Ten wheelchairs @ PRs.3,900, Chinese of best quality, delivered to Dr Behrouz Hashim, Chairman,
Rotary International, District 3270, in Karachi for the three hospitals in Abbottabad.
The Federation of Zoroastrian Associations of North America (FEZANA) made
an initial donation of US $5,000. This was used as part payment for a further
100 tents @ £68 each, which were reduced in price from £225 by the suppliers,
Eurotech Limited, as their donation to the relief work. The balance of the £6,800
was from funds collected by WZO, London through its appeal. Despite every
obstacle these were eventually received by MALC at Islamabad and sent to the
highest areas of the Neelum Valley as they were light in weight and snow proof.
These tents were flown gratis by PIA, Pakistan’s national airline.
Just before Eid, (November 2005) 300 activity items were packed in the most brilliant coloured
plastic folders with zips, as well as large packets of sweets, two varieties of biscuits, all given to
the 300 children in a shelter outside Islamabad known as G-7, by Sheeba Afghani and her
friends (known volunteers). These six large cartons were carried gratis by DHL, through the
courtesy of Salim Awan. Comment that came back from Sheeba: “the kids went completely
wild especially with the stationary wallets.” These children have been evacuated from the
mountains and brought to safety who now have nothing at all. A negligible cost of PRs.14,501,
bringing smiles for children.
200 children were given goody bags which also contained balloons and balls at the MALC
shelter at Muzaffarabad, and 100 children were given activity items packed in plastic
folders with zips at the village of Gheri. This donation was made other than from funds in
hand.
Cathay Pacific Airways sent 300 blankets from Hong Kong, and further, from the donations
received, 404 fleece blankets were purchased from a factory @ PRs.260, all distributed
in the Mansehra district through Omar Ashgar Khan Foundation.
Winter shelters are being made by various NGO’s since November. Ali Asghar Khan, an
architect by profession has designed a simple A form design using the stones which
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forms the initial wall of about 3ft, wood for anchoring the metal sheets, both being available on site, 12
corrugated sheets, wire netting to hold the insulation in place which is either straw if available or mud,
bolts and screws with tools, all being given to each family as a kit. The size is 14ft x 14ft a most
comfortable area for a family. Ali’s carpenter and mason are showing the people by erecting one unit,
and then the families themselves make their own “homes”. It takes precisely two days to put up.
From the donations received through donors residing outside Pakistan, 60 winter shelters were given
for the village of Gheri which is made up of 5 hamlets and is in the Union Council of Namman, District
Abbottabad, each costing PRs.15,000 and 15 shelters to Lower Tarach which is about 20 minutes walk
from Gheri. A total amount of PRs.1,125,000 spent for these shelters. The 60 shelters were enough for
the whole village of Gheri which has been totally destroyed, the people having nothing at all. With each
shelter two fir trees were given so that the villagers could plant the same. The tents they had been
supplied with by Ali, now are the homes for their animals and livestock.
75 stoves also designed by Ali, manufactured at Abbottabad, were given to the above people of Gheri
& Lower Tarach. It is a simple rectangle with two top burners, a side opening for putting the wood and
a flue, which goes, out of the shelter. This serves as a cooking range and heater. These were for
Rs.500 each. The possibility of supplying stoves with gas cylinders was there but was aborted, as the
people would have to walk for hours with these cylinders to refill at Muzaffarabad.
Fortunately in the village of Gheri there have been only five deaths as
most of them were out of their homes at the time the earthquake took
place. Toxy states that donors have rehabilitated as far as housing goes,
a whole village for which she records her most humble gratitude. There
are many, many more winter homes required and time is of the utmost
essence.
Further two containers converted with all facilities for an OPD, as well as
equipped with a heater and a geyser were delivered to Garhi Habibullah
through Omar Asghar Khan Development Foundation and manned by a
doctor to look after the needs of this area. The cost was PRs.200,000
each, plus Rs15,000 for transport (only part payment) of each container
from Karachi to Garhi Habibullah. Subsequently they are now used as a
permanent BHU (Basic Health Unit) which did exist in these villages but
were mostly destroyed. After some initial staffing problems, one container
is for the health officer to live in and the other is a clinic and it is working
fine, with approximately 60 people coming daily.
100 anoraks for PRs.360 each were given for children in villages
of NWFP through Ali Asghar Khan.
All the above aid was given by the third week of October, except
for the winter shelters, stoves, two further containers and anoraks
which were given by 20 th November 2005.
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A 20-minute documentary on the village of Gheri & Lower Tarach
was shown on the cable network on Business Plus, a private
channel, on Wednesday 23 November at 9:15pm which gave a
good idea of the plight of the homeless and how this could be
rectified. Copies of this documentary on DVD can be forwarded
for further fund raising through WZO Pakistan, by contacting Toxy
Cowasjee, toxy39@attglobal.net or WZO London, Darayus
Motivala, darayus@motivala.me.uk
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Dulwich Quilters, UK, a group of women, who exhibit collectively and individually, have donated a wall
hanging ‘The Kimono Quilt’ to Toxy. This is a group effort to help raise funds for the earthquake relief.
Photographs of the quilt have been sent out to Multi Nationals for their bid in Pakistan and so far one
offer for PRs.100,000 (£980 or US$1,667) has been received. Toxy is aiming for more than PRs.100,000
if possible. Tapu Javeri, a professional and highly reputed photographer, photographed the quilt gratis,
so that these could be sent to the Multi Nationals for their bids. If anyone is interested in bidding for this
beautiful quilt, please email Toxy directly.
Received 50kgs of tea from the people of Dodanduwa, a small township on the south western coast of
Sri Lanka, “as an expression of their gratitude for the help given to them immediately after the tsunami
by WZO rep in Pakistan with donations raised from the Zoroastrians of Karachi.” (Hamazor Issue 3/05 pp
67 – 69). 33 members of the Trade Association, set up by Dr Senaratne after the tsunami have contributed
towards this handsome and thoughtful donation. This consignment arrived on 20th January 2006, by air
at Islamabad, and is being distributed by Omar Asghar Khan Development Foundation to the affectees
of the earthquake.
FEZANA received donations for relief to the earthquake affectees which was forwarded to Toxy. The
full amount of Rs300,000 has been used to purchase materials for 19 winter shelters and 9 fuel fired
stoves through Ali Asghar Khan of OAKDF on 14th January 2006. These shelters and stoves have been
given to Darra, a village in the Union Council of Balakot and in Mansehra district.
A further sum of Rs500,000 & Rs107,100 from funds in hand, was sent to OAKDF on 26th January & 3rd
February, for 39 winter shelters of which 34 have been given to Danna, where not a single home is left
standing and 5 more to Darra. Both these villages are very near each other and are really one unit.

A total of 133 winter shelters, 550 tents, 4 remodelled containers and a number of
smaller items have been given through WZO.
Toxy has in hand PRs1,735,57.88p and the intention is to build a school that has been destroyed
costing approximately PRs2.5 million. For the moment this idea has to be kept on hold, due to weather
conditions and logistics of who will run the school. This is an urgent appeal to help your fellow humans,
we owe them a basic education and sadly most schools no longer exist due to the earthquake.
WZO wishes to acknowledge its sincere gratitude to all donors for their prompt response once
again in this humanitarian cause.

δδδ
World Zoroastrian Organisation Trust (India) - Earthquake affected areas
in India
On October 14 th an appeal for donations was made to the Zoroastrian community in the press and we
are pleased to in form you that the following items were purchased for distribution in a number of
affected areas.
150 waterproof tents, 13ft x 13ft, delivered for distribution to those affected in Teetwal & Salamabad.
600 woollen blankets have been delivered for distribution to those affected in Teetwal & Salamabad.
With access to the sensitive areas in and around the LOC (Line of Control) now being progressively
considered for Indian & Pakistani NGO’s, WZO has requested for a core team of volunteers to be
allowed to visit the affected areas.
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Funds continue to be required for this massive humanitarian relief & rehabilitation exercise.
Our sincere thanks to Dinshaw K Tamboly, Managing Trustee for implementing the appeal for the
Indian side of the earthquake afflicted areas.

q

A photo journey

Tent village, Mansehra District, courtesy OAKDF.

Girl at Ghanari whose eyes say it all.

Tent village outside Balakot.

Carrying tent weighing 40lbs, to Ghanari. Photo taken at 7,500ft.
100 children of Ghanari, assembled by the army, to be
fed fresh bread for the first time since the quake,
donated by the Turks.

Wooden bridge over River Jhelum used to reach Gheri which is
via Azad Kashmir and then back to NWFP. Thereafter a dirt track.
Rubble track up the mountain to Gheri, accessible by 4-wheel
drive, thereafter by foot only.
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Village of Gheri, destroyed and living in tents till December 2005.

Photographs and commentary - Toxy
Cowasjee except where mentioned.
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Destruction of every home at Gheri, a similar plight in hundreds of villages tucked in the mountains. Though the quake has destroyed in a terrifying way, the wonder remains that most
trees are standing everywhere.

Tammy Haq, who introduced me to Ali Asghar Khan, with
children of Gheri.

Cold at the end of November, but this child
is in a donated party dress having nothing
else.

Eldest lady of the village who
has invited me to return for a
meal with her when things are
better

Both photographs courtesy of OAKDF
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Eldest gentleman, who can still
smile despite all.
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Leaving Gheri with the villagers in tow. Seeing how useless I
was over the rocks, an elder gave me his walking stick and
refused to take it back when Iwas leaving. I have this precious
gift with me in Karachi.

Track out of the village. In the forefront is the councillor for Walking from Gheri to Lower Tarach on “puck dandi”, just
Gheri.
fit for mountain goats. Mumtaz my chivalrous escort takes
the outer side which drops all the way down.

Tents laid out in neat lines by OAKDF in the village of Tarach.
Note the trees, but homes do not exist.

Phase II begins - winter shelters

“Presentation” prepared by the village for Ali, stating the exact
facts of their plight. The most relevant being that no one had
come to see them since 1947 except for OAKDF.
The children of Tarach sitting in front of a destroyed home.
This village was definitely more affluent then Gheri but now
ofcourse everyone is in the same situ.

Saw machine with man hired by the village of Gheri so that
the wooden beams are neatly finished. They told Ali, they
needed to do this to show how grateful they were to you, the
donors of their shelters.
At Gheri - One can see the GI sheets which is what we have paid for together with tools, nuts, bolts and wire mesh.
There is more than enough stone and wood lying on site due to the destruction for completing their shelters.
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All photographs appearing in Phase II are
courtesy of OAKDF
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Completed “home”, which is one of the better ones. Each of these people of Gheri, thank you for
helping them in the hour of need and are very proud of their shelters. They feel fortunate, as
thousands more are in need.

The simple stoves designed and made by Ali for Rs500 which act as a heater as well.

A family inside their winter shelter.

photo courtesy Tammy Haq

Without Ali Asghar Khan and his team at OAKDF
none of this could have been accomplished, so swiftly
and successfully. His dedication to alleviate the
suffering the people incurred due to the earthquake,
can only be known when you watch him listening to
the affectees. For me the relief work has been
satisfying, knowing that at the other end we have
Ali and “his men” - someone reliable and
trustworthy. Since 8 October OAKDF have worked
relentlessly, never looking at the clock or the day,
but having one goal in mind to act quickly. One can only have admiration.
Ali is a partner of DGP, a firm of architects having offices at Islamabad & Karachi, as well
as Chairman of OAKDF, established a few years ago to carry out development work in the
NWFP. - Toxy Cowasjee
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As the shelter is being built, a tent provides privacy to the family until its completion. This Rubble from demolished homes is being used to complete shelters in Danna which is in the
process has been seen in a number of places.
UC of Balakot.The fear of aftershocks prevents them from making even low mud and stone
walls that people have made in most other areas. They try and use only light materials, old
cgi sheets, tin, wood, doors, windows anything that will not harm them in case of another
disaster.

BUTdespite all,
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miracles do happen ...

40-year-old Naqsha Bibi was rescued on Monday 10 December in
Muzaffarabad, more than two months after the earthquake hit the country.
When people in the refugee colony in
Photograph courtesy, BBC’s website
Kamsar Chilabandi, three kilometers
south of Muzaffarabad were removing
the debris for use in the reconstruction
of a makeshift house, Naqsha Bibi was
found. She had remained buried under
the debris, was unconscious but
breathing. And now she is holding her
own, at PIMMS, a government hospital
at Islamabad, in room 5, VIP Medical
Officers Ward.
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The Joint Honorary Secretaries
The World Zoroastrian Organisation
Dear Sirs,
As I desire to become Grand Patron / Patron / Life Member / Ordinary Member / Student (delete as appropriate), I request you to submit
this application to your Committee.
I am born of Zoroastrian parents /Non-Zoroastrian spouse of a Zoroastrian (delete as appropriate), I agree to abide by the Memorandum
and Articles and Rules and Regulations so long as I remain a member of The World Zoroastrian Organisation.
I note that the annual subscription for Ordinary Membership is payable on 1st January of each year. In case of arrears, I understand that
my membership will be terminated after three months of sending the reminder.
Yours truly,

Signature

Block Capitals please FULL NAME
PROFESSION/OCCUPATION
IF STUDENT DATE OF BIRTH
ADDRESS IN COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE

TEL RES

Proposed by

OFF

E-MAIL

Seconded by

Note: The Proposer and Seconder must be WZO members. For subscription fees please check overleaf.
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Date

Amount Received Date of Membership Register of Members

Mailing List
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For Indian residents
Grand Patron Rs10,000
Patron Rs5,000
Ordinary Assoc Member £10 pa
Life Member
Ordinary Member
Rs450 for 3 years

Permanent Assoc Member
£ 150
Rs2,500
Student
Gratis
till 21 years of age

Please send application form to: The World Zoroastrian Organisation (India) to Union Press,
13 Homji St, Fort, Mumbai 400 001. Tel: (022) 2660357 or 2665526

For UK residents & other countries
Grand Patron £ 500
Patron £ 250
Permanent Assoc Member
£ 150
Ordinary Assoc Member £10 pa
Life Member
£ 100 Ordinary Member
£ 10 pa
Student
Gratis till 25 years of age
Please send application form and cheque payable in Sterling to WZO, London to:
Mrs Khurshid Kapadia, 217 Pickhurst Rise, West Wickham, Kent BR4 0AQ. Tel +44 020 8777 5778

For USA residents
Permanent Assoc Member $ 225
Ordinary Assoc Member
Life Member
$ 150
Ordinary Member
Student
Gratis till 25 years of age

$ 25 pa
$15 pa

Please send application form and cheque payable in US Dollars as “WZO US Region” to:
Mr Keki Bhote, 493 Woodlawn Ave., Glencoe, Illinois 60022. Tel: (847) 835 1984

For Canadian residents
Permanent Assoc Member C$ 325
Life Member
C$ 200
Student
Gratis till 25 years of age

Ordinary Assoc Member
Ordinary Member

C$ 30 pa
C$ 20 pa

Please send application form and cheque payable in Candian Dollars as “OZCF, WZO Fees” to:
Mr Marzi Byramji, Regal Press, 3265 Wharton Way, Unit, Mississauga, Ontario L4X 2X9. Tel: (905) 238 8005

For Pakistani residents
Grand Patron Rs10,000
Patron Rs5,000
Ordinary Assoc Member £10 pa
Life Member

Permanent Assoc Member
Rs2,500
Student

£ 150
Gratis till 25
years of age

Please send application form and cheque payable in Pak Rupees as “WZO” to:
Mrs Toxy Cowasjee, 2 A Mary Road, Bath Island, Karachi 75530. Tel: (021) 5867088

For New Zealand residents
Grand Patron
Ordinary
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NZ$1,500
NZ$30

Patron
Student

NZ$750
Life Member
Gratis till 25 years of age

NZ$300

Please send application form with your cheque payable in NZ Dollars as “WZO, New Zealand”, to:
Mrs Farah Unwala, 35 Marriot Road, Pakuranga Heights, Auckland 1706. Tel: +64 (0)9 576 7204

