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Wing, the Main Wing and the A Wing. Each has
a ground floor plus two levels.

The first floor of the Main Wing houses male
and female wards for ‘free’ patients, and is
called the Hong Kong Wing, after it was reno-
vated by the incorporated trustees of the Zo-
roastrian Funds of Hong Kong, Canton and
Macao. The second floor (Maneck Homi Italia
Wing) provides hospitalization at a subsidized
cost.

A timeless calm pervades these far-from-clini-
cal wards. The overkill of antiseptic is missing.
Instead, the air is redolent with chuckles and
smiles as doctors arrive on their Monday after-
noon round — aided of course, by an elaborate
three-course, non-vegetarian meal whipped up
by their team of nutritionists, dieticians and
chefs that the patients swear by. It’s surreal for
those familiar with the impersonal, rushed sur-
roundings of most city hospitals.

The corridors retain a calm and old-world
charm missing in most of the city’s hospitals

Did you know?

Freedom fighter Madame Bhikaji Cama spent
the last eight months of her life at the hospital
before she passed away on August 13, 1936.
That was a decade before she could witness her
dream of a free India come to fruition.

The Zoroastrian Journal Spring 2012

The men and women who run Par-
see General

Mr Homa D Petit (president), Mrs
Aban H Petit (vice president),
Mr Hector H Mehta, Mr Zarir M
Bhathena (joint honorary secretar-
ies), Mr Nariman Ardeshir Vazif-
dar (honorary treasurer), Dr (Mrs)
Hakim Dina Sorab, Mr Bulsara
Bomi, Mr Kanga Jamshed G, Ms
Petit Sherina H, Mr Dadiseth Keki
B, Mr Gagrat Maneck Ardeshir,
Mr Ranina Homi Pheroze, Mr
Malegam Yezdi Hirji, Mr Sinor
Hoshang N, Mr Khusrokhan Homi
R (all members), Mr Kasad Noshir
Rustomji, Mrs Jehangir Pervin R,
Sir Petit Dinshaw M Vth Baronet
(all donors representatives), Mr
Daruwalla Tehemton Nasserwanji
(honorary solicitor) and Dr Pardi-
wala BS (honorary doctors repre-
sentative)

Numbers at Parsee General

Manpower: 27 resident doctors,
140 nurses (including five male
nurses), 250 ward boys and women,
countless honorary doctors, physicians, neurol-
ogists, cardiovascular surgeons, gynecologists,
administrative staff, medical superintendent,
nursing superintendent, and other support staff
across financial, personnel and administrative
responsibilities.

Room service: 222 beds, 60 belonging to A cat-
egory (TV in some, attached bathroom) and 11
in the B ward; 94 free beds, of which 36 are
reserved for women, 31 for men, 24 for geriat-
rics, two for pediatrics and one maternity bed,
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25 beds are provided at a subsidized cost; 16
ICU beds, 12 for the hospital staff, 4 operation
theaters.

From ward to stage

Radiologist Dr Jimmy Sidhva, who served as
one of the longest-standing honorary doctors
at the hospital, went ahead and staged nataks
(that’s what Parsis say when they mean ‘plays’)
to raise funds for the BD Petit Parsee General
in the 1970s.

long with a few other doctors,

including the late Dinyar Gama-

dia, his wife Dilnavaz, Dr Rus-

tom Patel, Dr Burjor Pardiwalla,

Dr Marzaban Nalladaru and a
bunch of talented medical students, they re-
vived plays like Manchu Macbeth and Hamlet
no Omlet. These comedies raised between Rs
70 and Rs 80 lakh, and the efforts continued
until the early 1990s.

Also legendary for his charitable theater acts
was Dr Jehangir Wadia, who, along with a
few amateur actors from among the doctors he
worked with, raised Rs 50,000 towards helping
reopen a closed wing.

JB Petit: One of Bombay’s favourite sons

While Jehangir Bomanji Petit’s contribution
towards fulfilling his father’s dream of open-
ing a hospital is legendary, few know that he
also set up the JB Petit High School for Girls,
and the Victoria School for the Blind in Fort.
JB Petit was also one of the founders of the In-
dian Newspaper Society, and a leading Bombay
magnate.

He started a firm, JB Petit &
- Sons, when he was just 19,
- and later became partner in the
 firm of DM Petit, Sons & Co,
the managing agents of the Pe-
- tit group of mills. He was also
| chairman of the Bombay Mill-
- Owners Association. His circle
| of friends included MA Jinnah,
. Mahatma Gandhi, Sarojini Nai-
du and William Wedderburn.
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Bed, benevolence and
bhonu: 100 years of Parsee

This is the remarkable
story of a father-and-
son duo, who dreamt
of a hospital to treat the
old and the sick in the
Parsi community, and
the fund-raising efforts
of the hospital’s core
team that included stag-
ing theater comedies.

As we leave the arched entrance of the hospital,
a black-and-yellow taxi pulls up along its leafy
driveway. The unexpected October drizzle has
given the well-manicured lawns a glossy glaze.
A ward boy ditches his errand, as he rushes to
help an old lady trying to alight from the taxi.
After a few confused exchanges, he directs her
patiently to the wing she wishes to visit.

What we witnessed is perhaps a tiny but telling
side-act of the core values that live within the
corridors of the 100-year-old Bomanji Dinshaw
Petit Parsee General Hospital in Breach Candy,
Bombay.

Safe haven

Around 1896, India was facing its worst famine.
Bombay was in the midst of a bubonic plague.
Instead of relying on godly blessings to ward
off the deadly disease, trustees of the Bombay
Parsee Punchayat decided to take matters into
their hands to help save their community, one
of India’s smallest at the time.

avroji Hormusji  Patuck,
manager of the Petit Mills,
cotton mills owned by the
benevolent and affluent Petit
family, suggested they set up
a hospital just for Parsis and
offered to donate Rs 500 to initiate the fund. Dr
Kekhushroo N Bahadurji and Navroji Nusser-
wanji Wadia were thinking along similar lines.
The two added another Rs 10,000 on behalf of
the Parsee Punchayat, to set up a temporary
hospital in Parel.

Even after the plague died down, Dr Bahadurji
succumbed to fever, and the community grap-
pled with finding a permanent solution. Sev-
eral spaces, including the Modikhana Hospital,
Parel’s Government Hospital, the Parsi Fever
Hospital (New Khareghat Colony) and the Cor-
onation Parsee Hospital, acted as temporary re-
spite. That a high percentage of Parsi patients
had died in these hospitals didn’t help matters.

Finally in April 1904, after four meetings of the
Parsee Punchayat, a series of recommendations
emerged, stressing the need for a general hos-
pital for both free and paying patients. Interest-

General

ingly, Jehangir’s mother Lady Sakarbai Petit
had already instituted the famous Sakarbai Petit
Animal Hospital in Parel. The Parsis would get
their hospital, after all.

Visionary extraordinaire

The photographer and I break for tea after a
crash course on the hospital’s origins from Ma-
jor General (Retired) ML Malik, CEO of the
hospital. The army man’s impressive office, re-
sembling that of a school principal, is located
in the Sir Dinshaw Maneckji Petit 4th Baronet
Wing, and is graced with citations, trophies and
framed photographs from a sepia-tinged era.

‘By 1905, Bomanji’s far-sighted son Jehangir
decided to take matters seriously by issuing,
under his signature, an appeal to the commu-
nity to raise funds for this new hospital. Bo-
manji came forward with a hefty donation of
his immovable property called the Cumballa
Hill Family Hotel, as well as securities with a
face value of Rs 50,000. Charity began at the
Petit home, and they ensured the community
benefited,” adds Malik, politely directing his PA
to share photographs from their archival collec-

tion.

‘The Provisional Committee approached and
accepted this donation and agreed to name the
hospital after Bomanji. Though the trustees
of the Bombay Parsi Panchayat are holding

trustees of the
land, the ad-
ministration and
management of
the hospital is
conducted by
an independent
managing com-
mittee under the
chairmanship of
the  president,
Homi D Petit. General Malik, who has worked
for some army hospitals, is in his ninth year at
this South Mumbai landmark.’

History lurks at every alabaster and pillar — a
plaque announces that the then governor of
Bombay, Sir George Clark, laid the hospital’s
foundation stone in 1907.

fter Jehangir’s glorious
reign, his younger brother
Dhunjibhoy and his son
Maneckji carried his vi-
sion forward with similar
enthusiasm. Maneckji’s
cousin Dinshawaji took
over later, and today his son Homa is president
of the hospital. He and the hospital’s managing
committee (see below) meet once a month to
review the hospital’s performance. An execu-
tive (core) committee meets every Saturday to
oversee daily operations, ensuring a democratic
order.

The big plan

The hospital’s coat of arms, with ‘We Serve’ on
its wrought-iron gate, grabs the eye. Oak fur-
niture, marble vases, Minton-tiled flooring and
Victorian chandeliers lend the institution an un-
derstated opulence. The three wings of the orig-
inal L-shaped heritage wing include: the Jokhi

(continued on the next page 13
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PAAIA ADVOCATES
TO PROTECT
PERSIAN ARTIFACTS

ebruary 16, 2012,
Washington,
D.C - Last
week, the Public
Affairs Alliance
of Iranian
Americans (PAAIA) contacted
Senator  Robert Menendez
regarding his amendment to the
Iran Sanctions, Accountability
and Human Rights Act of
2012, and its potential impact
on the University of Chicago’s
collection of Persian Artifacts.
In the 1930s and 1960s, the
University of Chicago’s Oriental
Institute collaborated with Iran
in excavating ancient clay tablets
from the Persepolis and Chogha
Mish sites and shipped them
to Chicago for reconstruction
and long-term research. The
Persepolis Fortification Texts
are 2,500 year-old artifacts that
consist of ancient Persian seal
impressions and  cuneiform
writings that provide a unique
first-hand account of life in the
Persian Empire under Darius the
Great. Approximately 20,000
pieces remain on loan to the
Oriental Institute for additional
research. The Chogha Mish
artifacts cover a chronological
span from the Neolithic to
the Proto-Literate period and
provide vital information on
cultural developments during
that period in Iran’s southwest
Khuzistan Province.
In a lawsuit pending before
a United States federal court,
plaintiffs are seeking to obtain
custody over the historical
artifacts housed at the University

of Chicago as compensation
for injuries sustained during
a 1997 terrorist bombing in
Jerusalem. The lawsuit serves
as the intersection of victims’
rights, international law, state
ownership of property, cultural
heritage and diplomatic matters.

As a matter of principle, PAAIA
condemns all acts of violence
that result in the loss of life
and all acts of intimidation,
coercion and violence that are
intended to instill fear in the
population at large. While
we are deeply sympathetic to
victims of terrorism and are
fully supportive of their right
to redress, we agree with the
U.S. Department of State, U.S.
Department of Justice, and
universities and museums that
cultural property should not
be used to satisfy commercial
claims. The Persian Artifacts at
the University of Chicago have
a unique historical and cultural
value and have never been
involvedincommercialactivity.

The Menendez-Brown
amendment was unanimously
approved by the Senate
Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs
earlier this month. While the
amendment’s clear intent is to
help enforce judgments against
Iran for family members and
surviving victims of the 1983
Beirut bombings using frozen
Iranian assets being held in
Citibank, PAAIA is concerned
about the potential unintended
consequences the amendment
may have in the ongoing
litigation associated with the

Persepolis and Chogha Mish
Artifacts.

PAAIA has been in contact
with the University of Chicago

regarding this matter. They
have informed us that, in
their opinion, the amendment,
as written, has the potential
to strip cultural property of
their legal protections as
noncommercial items under the
Foreign Sovereign Immunities
Act (FSIA) by declaring all
Iranian property in the U.S. as
commercial property.

Accordingly, PAAIA has been in
contact with Senator Menendez
regarding the University of
Chicago’s concerns. Senator
Menendez does not believe
that his amendment would
impact the case involving the
Persian Artifacts as it is limited
to defining property in certain
securities only. However, at
the urging of PAAIA, his office
has met with officials from the
University of Chicago to discuss
their concerns and are carefully
reviewing the language to

discern whether
the amendment
would have
any unintended
consequences.

In a letter to
the Senator
Menendez,
| PAAIA strongly
& urged him to

work with the
University of
Chicago to
ensure that

cultural property
1s clearly defined
and  protected
from lawsuits in his amendment,
while at the same time ensuring
that those who are victimized by
the Iranian government receive
their just compensation.

As a son of immigrants,
Menendez is empathetic to
the immigrant experience of
Iranian Americans as well as
other communities and has
worked with PAAIA in the past
to promote Iranian culture and
heritage. He is the chief sponsor
of Senate Resolution 463, which
recognizes the cultural and
historical significance of Nowruz
and expresses appreciation to
[ranian Americans for their
contributions to society. The

resolution passed the U.S.
Senate in March of 2010.
PAAIA looks forward to

continuing its work with the
University of Chicago and
Senator Menendez on this matter
and will report on developments
as they become available.
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By Dr. Niaz Kasravi
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This Year, Use
the Power of
Your Veote!

2012 marks another historic year for the
United States. This year, for many of us
U.S. citizens, we get to go to the polls
and cast our ballots in the elections that
will determine who will lead this coun-
try for the next four years. Those of us
who went to the polls four years ago are
now part of a major milestone in Ameri-
can history: the election of the first Af-
rican American president to the White
House. But I would argue that every
election season offers a chance to be a
part of creating change and contribution
to the history of this nation.

ver the next several months,
we will witness the intensity
and drama of another cam-

paign season in this country. There will
be discussions, heated arguments, and
angry debates about whether President
Obama did what he was elected to do,
and whether any of the other candidates
can do the job better. We will see the
personal and political lives of the candi-
dates turned upside down and their most
private secrets revealed and flaunted. We
will hear exaggerations and sometimes
lies from people trying to convince us to
vote a certain way. Some will find the
process interesting; others will find it
disheartening, disturbing, and even im-
moral. These are all normal reaction, but
no matter what you think, there is no rea-
son to not vote if you are above the age
of 18 and a citizen of the United Sates.

ome of you may al-
ready be following
these issues closely,
and already know
you will be voting in
the upcoming elec-
tions. Others of you
may have decided

that your vote won’t make a difference,
or you’ve given up on the system, or
maybe your just don’t care. I sympathize
with the sense of frustration and anger at
a system that can be so much better, but
takes so long to evolve. But the answer
isn’t apathy.

he truth of the mat-
ter 1s that who we
elect as our Presi-
dent—and any other
political represen-
tatives for that mat-
ter — impacts our
lives. They make
decisions about the most minute details
of our daily lives — for example, how
nutritional our children’s school lunches
are — to larger matters — for example, our
right to live without being subjected to
discrimination and repression (let’s not
forget the power of the President to ap-
point Supreme Court Justices who ulti-
mately determine the law of the land).

nd, we may not agree

with everything any

one candidate repre-

sents. But what their

choices will undoubt-

edly impact us and
our children, for generations to come.
The right to vote is one for which peo-
ple in other nations give their lives. It’s
one for which people in this nation died
to attain — think of the struggle lead by
women or African Americans to be able
to do this simple thing which so many
take for granted. To be apathetic and not
use this right is an insult to their memory
and sacrifice.

My challenge to all Z Journal readers is
this: if you’re eligible register to vote

and go to the polls on November 6, 2012.
And no matter what your residency sta-
tus, keep yourself informed of where
each candidate stands on the issues you
most care about — be it education, health,
environment, foreign or domestic policy.
I say this, especially to those who may
be unhappy with the way things are. Af-
ter all, what’s the point of expressing
discontent while you stand on the side-
lines, watch, and do nothing to change
what makes you unhappy, unsatisfied, or
angry?

So, instead of complaining, being apa-
thetic, or letting others decide for you,
take advantage of the power of your vote
and the impact of your voice — even if in
the end your candidate doesn’t win.

Finally, as one of the greatest American
leaders so eloquently reminds us, “we
shall have to do more than register and
more than vote; we shall have to create
leaders who embody virtues we can re-
spect, who have moral and ethical prin-
ciples we can applaud with enthusiasm.
~Martin Luther King, Jr.,Where Do We
Go from Here: Chaos or Community?,
1967




By NASRIN ROJKAN

The Zoroastrian Journal Spring 2012

Kurds Open Zoroastrian
Temple in Sweden

ndaz Hawezi, the
administrator

of the Kurdish
Zoroastrian temple

in Sweden. Photo

Rudaw.

STOCKHOLM,

Sweden -- The

first Kurdish
Zoroastrian temple,

Agri  Temple or

“Temple of Fire,”

will open its doors

for believers of the

faith on the Kurdish New Year,
Nowruz. The center is located
north of the Swedish capital,
Stockholm.

Inside the temple there is the:
holy fire, paintings of Zoroaster,
Ahura-Mazda (the Zoroastrian
deity), the Avesta, and a Kurdish
flag warm up the heart of the
temple.

Holding the Avesta against his
chest and standing by the fire,
Andaz Hawezi, the administrator
of the temple and representative
of the Kurdish Zoroastrian
community in Sweden, said
that on Nowruz the temple will
open its doors and welcome
anyone interested in becoming
a Zoroastrian, as long as they
practice the main pillars of the
faith -- “Good Thoughts, Good
Words, Good Deeds.”

Hawezi believes that building
a temple is the completion of
human body because that is
where the believers would meet
their deity; Ahuramazda.
Hawezi has been studying the
religion for over 20 years and
has gained a senior position in
the temple. He says there are

many Zoroastrian practitioners
in England, Sweden, India and
south and east of Kurdistan, but
he is the first Kurd to reach such
a high position.
a we z.1
received a
license from
the Swedish
government
to build the
temple. According to Hawezi,
the number of Zoroastrian Kurds
has risen from four to more than
3,000 people in Sweden alone.
For the Kurdish people,
Hawezi argues, the revival of
Zoroastrianism is important.
“The historic and cultural
language of Kurds was taken
away from us,” he said. “We
know we are the most ancient
inhabitants of Mesopotamia and
the Zagros Mountains.”
Hawezi added, “But back then,
we didn’t know where the
roots of our language had come
from. What was our culture and
history? Because it was hidden
from us, we didn’t know our
dances and customs; all seemed
strange to us.”

Hawezi believes Kurds must
return to the Avesta in order to
find themselves.

“It has our language and
customs; we can find our identity
in it. The Kurdish identity is in
the Zoroastrian religion,” he
said.

Some critics of the Kurdish
Zoroastrian trend say followers
promote nationalism in the
guise of religion. But Hawezi
dismisses this argument.

“If I don’t know anything about
myself, I can’t make a claim
about other things,” he said.
“Im not saying that we are
teaching Kurdish nationalism.
Kurdish nationalism has always
existed. We are saying that we
can add knowledge to Kurdish
nationalism, moving it forward.”
Zoroastrianism originated from
ancient Persia but is, argues
Hawezi, a religion with no
boundaries, for all humanity.

“It 1s a religion without
boundaries. The root of the
religion is in the brain, that a
human being has to think and
then behave in a good manner,”
he said.

“It 1s a religion
of happiness and
struggle,” he adds.
“The ultimate decision
lies with  human
beings. No one can
tell you to do this or
that. It is a religion
that pushes a human
being to make his own

decisions.”
he Day of
TJudgment,
reward
in heaven and
punishment in hell

is a major part of
Islamic teaching. But,
according to Hawezi,
the concept of hell is different
in Zoroastrianism.

“In the Zoroastrian religion, hell
1s not a hot place as the Muslims
believe,” he says. “Because to
us Kurds, heat is a good thing;
it i1s something holy. We come
from the mountains and cold
regions, so our heaven is warm
and bright; our hell is dark and
cold.”

Hawezi urges the Kurds of
Sweden to come to his temple
on the eve of Nowruz.

“Come and live with the
Zoroastrian religion and fire,”
he says.
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IN THE YEAR 3750: THUS
SPOKE
ZARATHUSHTRA

International conference of scholars

Zoroastrianism
2-3 June 2012, UBC, Robson Sq, Vancouver

on

REGISTRATION IS LIMITED TO FIRST 200
APPLICANTS ONLY

Nearly 4,000 years ago, in amilestone of historic
proportions, Asho Zarathushtra propounded his
teachings. They delivered a universal message
of peace, social justice, and righteousness.
Aptly, in a world currently riddled with so much
turmoil, we would like to increase awareness of
Zarathushtra’s teachings by means of a global
celebration.

Themes

he ‘themes’ we propose
for this event are chosen to
convey our belief that the
ancient teachings of Asho
Zarathushtra are as relevant
today as they were thousands
of years ago. We believe that
his universal message offers hope, healing and
solace to humanity. The three themes are as
follows:

1- How Asho Zarathushtra’s teachings can
benefit the individual on a personal level and
improve his or her life;

2- How Asho Zarathushtra’s teachings
can benefit one’s family and community
(neighborhood, village, city, state, country,
etc.); and

3- How Asho Zarathushtra’s teachings can
help improve and maintain the earth’s natural
environment (dealing with environmental
challenges).

We are inviting the whole world, fellow
Zoroastrians, Anjumans, organizations, and
associations to participate in this unique
occasion.

Abstracts

Prospective authors are invited to submit
abstracts (prepared in English) limited to 250

words including a short title as well as the
names of all authors and their affiliations.
Abstracts must be submitted to ‘conference
at 3750Z dot com’ (conference@3750Z.com)
by March 1st, 2012. Authors will be notified
regarding abstract acceptance by March 15th,
2012.

Registration

The conference will be held 2 and 3 June, 2012,
in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, at
the University of British Columbia (Robson
Square). The conference is limiting registration
to 200 participants.

Please check http://www.3750z.com/
conference.htm periodically for updates related
to the Conference. If you would like to register,
please download the form in PDF format, print
it out, complete it, and email it back to us
(conference@3750Z.com).

Exhibitor Booths/Tables

We will have exhibitor booths/tables at the
conference. As there are only 20 booths
available, avoid disappointment by confirming
your business’s participation as soon as
possible. International conference of scholars
on Zoroastrianism

2-3 June 2012, UBC, Robson Sq, Vancouver

REGISTRATION IS LIMITED TO FIRST 200
APPLICANTS ONLY

Nearly 4,000 years ago, in amilestone of historic
proportions, Asho Zarathushtra propounded his
teachings. They delivered a universal message
of peace, social justice, and righteousness.
Aptly, in a world currently riddled with so much
turmoil, we would like to increase awareness of
Zarathushtra’s teachings by means of a global
celebration.

Themes
The ‘themes’ we propose for this event are

chosen to convey our belief that the ancient
teachings of Asho Zarathushtra are as relevant

today as they were thousands of years ago. We
believe that his universal message offers hope,
healing and solace to humanity. The three
themes are as follows:

1- How Asho Zarathushtra’s teachings can
benefit the individual on a personal level and
improve his or her life;

2- How Asho Zarathushtra’s teachings
can benefit one’s family and community
(neighborhood, village, city, state, country,
etc.); and

3- How Asho Zarathushtra’s teachings can
help improve and maintain the earth’s natural
environment (dealing with environmental
challenges).

We are inviting the whole world, fellow
Zoroastrians, Anjumans, organizations, and
associations to participate in this unique
occasion.

Abstracts

Prospective authors are invited to submit
abstracts (prepared in English) limited to 250
words including a short title as well as the
names of all authors and their affiliations.
Abstracts must be submitted to ‘conference
at 3750Z dot com’ (conference@3750Z.com)
by March 1st, 2012. Authors will be notified
regarding abstract acceptance by March 15th,
2012.

Registration

The conference will be held 2 and 3 June, 2012,
in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, at
the University of British Columbia (Robson
Square). The conference is limiting registration
to 200 participants.

Please check http://www.3750z.com/
conference.htm periodically for updates related
to the Conference. If you would like to register,
please download the form in PDF format, print

it out, complete it, and email it back to us
(conference@3750Z.com).

Exhibitor Booths/Tables

e will have
exhibitor booths/
tables at  the
conference.
As  there are
only 20 booths
available, avoid

disappointment by confirming your business’s
participation as soon as possible.




actions of life. (Dastoor Bode).

It’s a wonderful verse where
Zarathushtra reminds us that be-
fore all creations, Ahura Mazda
was the First and will remain the
Last. Does that mean HE has no
beginning and ending?

Yasna 43.5

Then, O Mazda Ahura, I did re-
alize Thee as the Most Bountiful
(Holy, Divine) when I envisioned
(daresem) as the First at the birth
of life. (Dastoor Bode & Dr.
Taraporewalla).

Before any life came into exis-
tence, Aura Mazda was the First.
In one of the prayers, we pray,
‘I bow down to you, O Ahura
Mazda three times before any
creation.’ (7)

Yasna 43.11

Then I did realize Thee as the
Most Bountiful One, O Mazda
Ahura, when the Good Mind en-
circled me completely. When 1
first become enlightened through
Thy words, Thou didst teach me
how hard it is to induce faith
among mankind, yet I will prac-
tice what Thou didst declares to
me is the best. (Dastoor Bode)

A highly spiritual soul reaches to
the top of the spiritual mountain
and acquires spiritual enlighten-
ment. An enlightened soul has a
great spiritual insight free from
illusion based upon the relevant
spiritual experience.

Yasna 43.15

Then did I realize Thee as the
Most Bountiful One, O Mazda
Ahura, when Vohu Manah encir-
cled me completely. He declared
to me that silent meditation (tush-
namaiti) is the best for attaining
spiritual enlightenment. (Dastoor
Bode)

In Yasna 43.16, may the life of
flesh be vitalized by Asha.

In Yasna 46.17, Zarathushtra tells
Jamaspa that Seroasha is stand-
ing firm within you, you seek the
Lord’s adoration.

In the Abrahamic religion,
YHWH (God) who is a tribal
God selects a prophet. While
Zarathushtra on the other hand,
finds Ahura Mazda in the form
of Divine Vision. Then only,
Ahura Mazda appoints him as
Ahu (Lord) and Ratu (Prophet)
for both existences, material and
spiritual.

Zarathushtra entered from the
third into the fourth dimension
just as a 13-year-old math, sci-
ence and physics genius and PhD
candidate, who has a higher 1Q
than Einstein and who is develop-
ing his own Theory of Relativity,
describes his very unusual ability
to solve complex mathematical
problems as the vision that comes
to him through the fourth dimen-
sion. It is, according to him, hard
to describe. (8)

Prof Bruno Borchert says Zoro-
aster was a mystic. He was also
a religious person who has deci-
sively influenced western mysti-
cism and spirituality.

In Zoroaster mystical illumi-
nation led to visions — insights
that presented a new view of the
whole of the reality. The mysti-
cism of Zoroaster is remarkably
fresh and original because per-
sonal experience fired his love
for the All-highest and gave him
intense longing for a state of ex-
istence beyond the earthly one,
‘the bridge that still divides us
from Thee’.
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Honor for notable
Zarathushti

A Zarathushti woman, Dr Khorshed Noshir Ginwala-
Rustomjee, was one of 14 prominent non-resident Indians
(NRIs) who received the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award
from the President of India on January 9th, 2012.

Dr Ginwala-Rustomjee of South Africa received the award
for her outstanding contributions to the local community and
public service.

H.E. President of India Smt Prathibha Devi Singh Patil gave
away the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Awards, one of the
highest honors for NRIs and persons or Indian origin (PIOs),
at the valedictory session of the 10th Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas.

The Pravasi Bhartiya Samman Award was first conferred to
H.E. Ms Kamla Persad Bissessar, Prime Minister of Trinidad
& Tobago, for her outstanding contribution to public service
and fostering closer relations between India and Trinidad &
Tobago.

MediaGlobal News
wins silver medal

At a glittering event in New York on 14 December 2011, United Na-
tions Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon awarded the Silver Medal in
the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation/UNCA Global Prize to
MediaGlobal News.

The non-profit media agency, based at the United Nations Secre-
tariat, received the award for its reporting on issues related to cli-
mate change and its disproportionate impact on the least developed
countries and the small island developing states. Nosh Nalavala, the
MediaGlobal News bureau chief, received the award.

The UNCA awards are given annually to honor the best media cov-
erage of the United Nations, and are open to worldwide media. Pre-
vious winners of the award include the Associated Press and The
Economist.

MediaGlobal News was founded in 2006 by Nalavala to create
awareness in the global media of the suffering of the world’s poorest
countries on issues of economic development, global health, food
security and the impact of climate change
on developing nations.

‘Our correspondents highlight interrelat-
ed issues such as climate change and food
security in the world’s most vulnerable
countries,’ said Nalavala.

MediaGlobal News bureau chief Nosh
Nalavala receiving the Prince Albert II of
Monaco Foundation/UNCA Silver Med-
al for excellence in coverage of climate
change from the United Nations Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon at the UNCA 16th
Annual Awards in New York. Photo by
Jon Simon Photography & UN Photo
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By Behram Deboo
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Zarathushtra was a unique, enlightened
soul whose words in the Gathas are beyond
those individuals who have limited capac-
ity to comprehend, due to the fact that they
are imbued with the materialistic and bio-
evolutionary ideas which may be true to an
extent.

Yet, it is not the whole truth. ‘The human be-
ing ordinarily functions in the context of the
finite and temporal but can find a transcendent
culmination in unitary holistic consciousness
with its associated power to function in the
infinite and eternal as exemplified by the Per-
fected Holy Ones.’ (1)

Zarathushtra was one of the Perfected Holy
Ones. With this premise, we can proceed to
study his Mantras of ‘vision of Ahura Maz-
da’.

Yasna 45 of the Gatha Ushtavaiti is the Sec-
ond Sermon according to Dastoor Bode. (2)
Yasna 45.8

tém né staotdish nemangho a vivaresho

na zit chashmaini vyadaresem;

vanghéush manyéush shyaothanahya ukhd-
hakhyacha

vidush asha yém mazdam ahurem;

at hoi vahméfig - demané gard nidama.
Translation:

tém — Him (Ahura Mazda)

né — for, to or towards us, dative case
staotdish — with spiritual songs of praise or
hymns from Vstu to praise

nemangh0 — adoration, reverence, respect.
From \nam to bow in my language means the
same thing. Namasate Ahura Mazda.

a vivareshd — I will seek to turn

n( zit — now indeed

chashmaini — my eye,

vyadaresem — I have envisioned or seen
clearly

vanghéush — good from vohu

manyéush — thought, mental insight, force,
mentality, spirit, etc

shyaothanahya — deed

ukhdhakhyacha - and word

vidush — have realized or known

asha — righteousness, truth, etc

yém — who, which

mazdam ahurem — accusative or objective
case of Mazda Ahura

at — hence, then, therefore, etc

héi — for Him

vahméng — loving praises, devotions, admira-
tions from Vvah to love

demané gard — High Abode, House of Song
nidama — We will lay, put down or offer (3)
Him I shall seek to turn towards us with re-
spectful spiritual songs of praise (because)
I have, now indeed, envisioned (seen) Him
clearly with my eye(s), and with good mental
insight, word(s), and deed(s). I have known

Philosophy of Zarathustra’s vision of
Ahura Mazda in the Gathas

who (is) Mazda Ahura through righteousness.
Hence, we will put down, for Him, our lov-
ing devotions in the House of Song (heavenly
abode). (B. Deboo) (4)

From here it leads to the Philosophy of Vision
in Gathas. This is a mystical aspect that an
unenlightened mind cannot understand. How
can we perceive what Zarathushtra means
when he said that I have clearly seen Ahura
Mazda with my eyes?

Zoroastrians who are materialistic would like
to perceive this Cosmo in one way. All that
matters is matter. We are not discussing that
type of mysticism that is conveyed by the
New Age groups and other charlatans (im-
posters).

Dr Farhang Mehr, Dr Daryoush Jehanian,
Hannah Shapero, Dr Humbach and others
have written on mysticism in the Gathas.
Dr Humbach uses the word ‘esoteric’ which
means there are some mysterious things that
can be understood only by those who have
special knowledge. According to him, there
are poetries in the Gathas that show esoteric
allusions. And that makes sense if we look
beyond our perception of senses. (5)

Hannah Shapero defines mysticism as ‘an on-
going life lived in the presence of God, a God
to which the mystic relates as a Beloved as
well as a source of wisdom’.

As an example, a dog’s sense of smell, sight
and hearing are far, far superior to ours. We
have a notion that if we do not see it, it does
not exist. The air that we breathe is not seen
by us. We hear but do not see sound waves.
Yet, they exist. In a similar way, there are
many things that, although we do not see
them, do exist, like space and time.

We do not see the earth rotating on its own
axis at 1041.7 mph or orbiting the sun at a
speed of 69,360 mph. Instead, we observe the
effect of motion such as day and night, and
the seasons.

Scientists come up with a lot of theories and
mathematics equations about the Cosmos.
However, every few years or so, they scratch
their heads and revise that what was once be-
lieved is now invalid. An example is string
theory of the universe.

Our knowledge is expanding exponentially
and yet we know little about the Cosmos. Just
imagine, it takes light to travel from our Sun

to our Earth eight minutes moving at a speed
of 186,000 miles per second. A distance
moved in one year at such a speed is called
one light year.

Many of our galaxies, stars and black holes
are billions of light years away from us. Our
vision of the universe is limited. We can nev-
er catch up with the expanding Cosmos. In
the same way, we are limited with our finite
mind in knowing the infinite ultimate reality
that exists. We have had Zoroastrian mystics
in the past.

Science has its own place. It has benefitted us
in many ways in all phases of life.

The idea of vision is found in other verses of
the Gathas.

Yasna 28.5

Zarathushtra says, ‘O Asha, after having real-
ized wisdom, when shall I have vision (dare-
sani) of Thee and Vohu Mano?’

In the Avesta, the word ‘Daresani’ comes
from ‘dares’ to see and in Sanskrit it is ‘dars’
to view, see, behold etc. Darshan (noun)
means ‘vision of the Divine or a holy person’.

Yasna 30.1

In this hymn, Zarathushtra recites the praise
for Ahura, Vohu Mano and Asha so that he
may have a perfect vision (daresata) in the
realms of light. We do not know what he
means. Does he desire to have a perfect vi-
sion of the Divine Light?

Yasna 31.2

Zarathushtra notifies that the soul does not
have clear vision (aibi dereshtd), [ have come
as RATU (Spiritual Mater, Prophet — Dastoor
Bode) appointed by Ahura Mazda for two op-
posing parties so that we may live in harmony
with Asha.

He hopes to change the Dregvants (the de-
ceitful people). As Dr Farhang Mehr said,
‘Zarathushtra was a prophet and also a phi-
losopher.” (6)

Yasna 31.8

When [ held Thee in my very eyes (chash-
maini), [ realized Thee in my mind, O Mazda,
as the First and also the Last for all eternity,
as the Father (Patarem, Pita in Gujarati lan-
guage) of Vohu Mano as the true Creator
(haithya damim) of Asha, and Lord over the

Continued on next page
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2600 Years of History
of the Cyrus Cylinder
Featured on TED Talk

IE—

In a riveting TED talk, the Director of the
British Museum, Neil MacGregor, traces
2600 years of Middle Eastern history
through one single object — The Cyrus
Cylinder.
The Cyrus Cylinder is an ancient clay
cylinder, now broken into several fragments,
inscribed with a declaration in Akkadian
cuneiform script in the name of the Iranian
Achaemenid King, Cyrus the Great. It dates
from the 6th century BC and is a powerful
symbol of religious tolerance, freedom,
equality and wisdom within the Persian
Empire. The cylinder was discovered in the
ruins of Babylon in Mesopotamia (modern
day Iraq) in 1879 and is currently in the
possession of the British Museum, which
sponsored the expedition that discovered
the cylinder.
n his speech, MacGregor
explains how the Cyrus
Cylinder is much more than just
an artifact of history. “It was
the first real press release by a
victorious army,” MacGregor
explained. Having conquered
Babylon, Cyrus declared that
he would free all the enslaved people and
allow them to return home and worship
their faith as they see fit. “This object is the
evidence of the fact that the Jews after their
exile in Babylon...were allowed to return
to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple. It is
central document in Jewish history.
acGregor
went on
to  explain
how Cyrus
the  Great
inspired
future
generation

of world leaders, including the Founding
Fathers of the American Revolution.
MacGregor speaks of the Cyrus Cylinder
as one of the “great declarations of human
aspiration” and that it will continue to
inspire future generations and be used in the
next narrative of Iran and the region.
TEDTalks is a daily video podcast of the
best talks and performances from the TED
Conference, where the world’s leading
thinkers and doers give the talk of their lives
in 18 minutes. TED stands for Technology,
Entertainment, Design, and TEDTalks cover
these topics as well as science, business,
development and the arts.

Nowruz
Commission
Gala Event
to be Held in
Washington,
D.C.

Nowruz Commission, an alliance of twelve
cultures who celebrate Nowruz on the first
day of Spring at the exact moment of vernal
equinox as the beginning of a new year,
announced its third annual gala event in
Washington. The event will be held at the
Hall of the Americas in the historic building
of the Organization of the American States

on March 17, 2012.

The Commission held its inaugural event
at the Great Hall of Thomas Jefferson
building of the Library of Congress, where
members of Congress from both major
parties presided over the event, and the
account of its inauguration was registered
in the Congressional Record. ‘“Nowruz
has been celebrated by many cultures for
thousands of years. The historical point was
that Iranians, Afghans, Azeris, Georgians,
Iraqis, Kazakhs, Kyrgyz, Russians, Tatars,
Tajiks, Turks and Ukrainians had never
before celebrated Nowruz together under
the same roof until March 17,2010 said the
Commission’s Chairman and Co-founder
Nasser Kazeminy.

“The Commission started as a result of a
conversation between me and Bijan Kian,
at The White
House in
March 2008.
Nasser joined
us to form the
Commission,
and Gissou
made the
inaugural
event a great
success.
We are all
delighted to be together in the Commission™.
Erlan Idrissov, current Ambassador of
Kazakhstan to the United States, says of the
history of the formation of the Commission.
“We said to each other: it is great to be
at The White House, but we should get
together and celebrate Nowruz with all the
other cultures.” Bijan Kian, a Co-Founder
of Nowruz Commission and its current Vice
Chairman, recalls the conversation.

The Commission 1is proud of its
accomplishments. Two-years after its
formation, it is growing not just by the
number of cultures it represents in its
membership, but also by way of expanding
abroad. Nowruz Commission Ambassadors
are installed in London, Rome, Istanbul,
Tbilisi, Dushanbe, and Baku. “This is just
the beginning, we are sharing Nowruz
with the whole world.” Says Gissou Kian,
the Commission’s President and Chief
Executive Officer. “We are excited about
our Ghahraman initiative starting in Kabul
next month. Ghahramans are champions.
They compete to volunteer to do good in
their communities. The winner gets a cash
prize. We will publicize their work around
the world.” She added.

commission
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A new chapler for &os Angeles

added to the California Zoroas-
trian Center’s history book. A
public election was held, and
members of the first board of
directors (BOD) for the CZC’s
Los Angeles branch were elect-
ed.

This was the result of strong de-
mand from our ever-increasing
Zartoshty community in the
greater LA area, which longed
for the establishment of a local
center to better organize and
harmonize existing groups (eg,
Avesta and Sports), and ulti-
mately become the center of all
education and social events that
bind Zoroastrians of all ages.
The CZC-LA BOD consists of
seven permanent members and
two reserves, who are elected
for a two-year term. The prima-
ry task of the BOD was to find a
suitable building to become the
center of our local community
activities, and to foster stronger
membership participation, build
steps for future programs and
meet the needs of local mem-
bers.

The search for a building start-
ed, and several potential loca-
tions were considered. How-
ever, due to budget and city
zoning issues, our choices were
limited. Finally, a building close
to Pierce College in the West
Valley, which had already been
used as a community center by
a Mormon Church youth orga-
nization, was considered.

Built in the early 1980s, the
building was about 4000 square
feet and consisted of two small
meeting halls, four classrooms
and a small kitchen.

With the support of the board of
trustee members, intense nego-
tiation for the price started. The
building is in the Warner Cen-
ter district, and one of the con-
ditions for final sale was to be

by: Mr. Shahin Ostad
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borhood community approval
for our intended use as a Zoro-
astrian community center.
Several meetings with Warner
Center community members
were held, and we educated
them on the Zoroastrian reli-
gion, community and activities.
In the end, we were granted a
conditional use permit. This al-
lowed us to finalize the purchase
of the building. A loan was se-
cured, and a down-payment was
made from the money collected
and earmarked for this purpose
by the local Zoroastrian com-
munity.

Next, we used an architect to
draw up plans for remodeling
the interior to meet city codes

and get the building ready for |

community services.

Major work included a new .

roof, new air conditioning and
heating, a new restroom (with
handicapped access), new floor-

ing and fresh interior paint. The |
remodeling work started in Au- j
gust of 2011 after the necessary §

city permits had been obtained.
Contractors were hired to com-
plete the planned remodeling
work under the supervision and
watchful eyes of BOD members
and volunteers.

The work was completed by
mid-October 2011, and our new
CZC LA branch was officially
ready for use.

The newly-elected BOD now
had the challenge of planning
and establishing programs and
activities that met the communi-
ty’s needs and fostered stronger

ties for all community members. § ¥

Avesta classes were held for the = \ i/

first time at our own center, af-
ter years of having to rent space
from park recreation centers or

i Tine 012000, 3 new page Was ™ able o get ciy and Tocal ieighs " high schools. "This Was & joyfal ™"

event, and parents and commu-
nity members realized that our
long-time dream of having a
place of our own for community
activities was becoming a real-

ity.

The Zoroastrian Assembly was
also looking for a new space,
due to the end of its lease at a
local warehouse. The BOD in-
vited them to join us at the new
CZC LA center and asked them
to continue holding classes and
lecture series for the purpose
of in-depth study, knowledge-
sharing and analysis of Asho
Zarathushtra and his divine doc-
trine. This partnership has been
received well and has further

A !hlﬁ!{lﬁﬂ;ﬂ

: ing classes, exercise
: classes, yoga and
: meditation.

: A fundraising com-
: mittee has been es-
: tablished to gener-
: ate funds to pay off
the existing loan and
enable us to direct funds to our
future programs and help with
the ongoing maintenance costs
of the building.

We have a long and challenging
road ahead of us to reach our
goals, but a strong base has been
established. We hope to build
upon this initial groundwork
and count on continued commu-
nity member support to flourish
and to continue the path of Asha
in our newly established LA
center.
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Editor s note

It was just yesterday that I was a little girl,
counting the days as it approached Nowruz. One
reason was to receive my new Nowruz gift, just
couldn’t wait till I was able to put on my new
shoes, coat and receive my annual gold coin
from family members. Ever since then; I wait
cagerly in anticipation of Nowruz.

In a way, Nowruz in the old days had a different
feeling in Iran. It is hard to have the same
feeling or level of excitement in my new home;
America, because in America there are so many
different cultures and holidays that are not
related to my culture.

We as parents, who have experienced Nowruz
many times in Iran and America, have a big
responsibility to keep this glorious event alive.
We try to attract our youth to this special holiday.
The senior members of the community bear the
responsibility to keep this event alive and pass
it on to the younger generation. If we make sure
that our children are participating and engaging
in Nowruz; then we have taken the necessary
steps required to keep our traditions alive away
from our motherland.

We hope that all our effort in this endeavor can
obtain the desired results; to keeps Nowruz alive
and pass it on to the future generations. Happy
Nowruz; let us keep this glorious day eternal.
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Ahura Mazda |Wise Lord] is the Zarathushtrian God,
Zarathushtrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words and Good Deeds.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman is our prophet and teacher.

The Zarathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta, The five Gathas in the Avesta are the very divinely
inspired words of Asho Zarathushtra, the holiest of the holies. The Zarathushtrian religion is the oldest
manaotheistic religion in the world, dating back to the fourth millennium, According to Zarathushira
there is only one God. True Zoroastrians follow the path of Asha |Righteousness|. Our religion teaches us
to respect these four elements; Water, Fire, Air and Earth. Zarathushira says that the divine is present
within each one of ws and in all things, This divine flame should not be contaminated, but sustained by
sood thoughts, good words and good deeds, In the Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushtra expresses his
beautiful thought by speaking of the fire in all things, the fire within each one of us, If the divine is present
in all of us, then one must accept that Humans are divine. In fact all beings with life are a divine creation
of the creator. Zarathushtra is the first person to advocate freedom of choice; in the Gathas it is stated that
Ahura Mazda made us such. This is why Zarathushira is known to be the father of free will,

*Lorvoastrianism is the oldest of the revealed world religions, and it has probably had more influence on
mankind, directly and indirectly, than any other single faith.’- Mary Boyce, Zoroastrians: Their Religious
Beliefs and Practices (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1979, p. 1)
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