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Mazda [Wisdom]; is the Zarathustrian Deity or God.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman in the Gathas states that he is:
Mantra/thought-provoker, Zotar/invoker and Ratu/teacher.

Zarathurstrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words,
and Good Deeds.

The Zarathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta. The five Gathas in the Avesta are the
very divinely inspired words of, Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman; the holiest of the holies.
The Zarathushtrian vision is the first scientific view in terms of; ethics, metaphysics
and epistemology, dating back somewhere between 4 to 8 thousand years. According
to Zarathushtra there is only one deity, Mazda/Wisdom worthy of: worship, praise and
celebration. True Zoroastrians follow the path of Asha (righteousness), one should
choose to the right thing because it is right. Our belief teaches us to respect these four
elements: Water, Fire, Air and Earth because they sustain human life. Zarathushtra says
that the divine is present within each one of us and in all things. This divine flame should
not be contaminated, but sustained by good thoughts, good words and good deeds. In
the Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushtra expresses his beautiful thought by speaking of
the fire in all things, the fire within each one of us. If the divine is present in all of us, then
one must accept that Humans are divine, sacred and holy.
In fact all beings with life are a divine. Zarathushtra is the first person to advocate freedom
of choice; this is why Zarathushtra is known to be the father of free will.

“Zoroastrianism has been identified as one of the key early events in the development of
philosophy.”
Blackburn, Simon (1994). The Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.
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crem Editor s note

This issue of the editor’s note; is a speech that Shayan Mehrshahi gave at CZC
in June of this year - 2015, on his graduation day. He was the only senior to
graduate this year. His message is practical, logical and inspirational to our
community. All the time and effort, that CZC and the individuals involved has
invested in Sunday classes, has had great yield.

Ever since | was 8 years old, | remember attending class every Sunday at
CZC. Every week | was excited to not only be with my Zoroastrian friends
and family, but also to learn something new about my religion. | remember
attending the winter camps and making new friends who are still a big part
of my life and have helped me progress to become the person | am today. My
teachers have taught me about the details of our religion and its significance.
But mostimportantly they have motivated us students to use our good mind
to make the best decisions in order to get the best results. If we continue to
perform good thoughts, good words, and good deeds then we will become
the best individuals we can possibly be.

Throughout the years, the teen class has participated in many volunteer
activities. We learned the importance of helping others for the improvement
of the community as a whole. Based on the principles of Zoroastrianism, |
have chosen to view being a Zartosthi as a way of life and not necessarily; a
religion. | believe this because; anyone can use their good mind and make
the right decisions in order to make the world a better place.

No matter which religion you believe in, whether it is: Christianity, Islam,
Hinduism; or whatever; every human being can use Zoroastrian philosophy
and principles in order to progress, become a better person and help make
this world a better place. Thank you.

HAPPY
MEHREGAN

California Zoroastrian
Center
Zoroastrian Journal

Chase Bank
Account#
421,334675,6

Publication of California Zoroastrian Center
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Mehregan

is the ancient Iranian Yasna/
Jashn; celebrating the autumn
equinox and crop harvest

By Shahrooz Ash

ithra/Mehr in the
Aryaee/Iranian
language means:

contract, covenant, justice
and friendship. Zoroastrian
texts mention this. The root
of the name is; mith, to
meet, unite and union.

b_ﬁ T

Some Aryan/Iranian groups
believed that Mithra was

a deity. Mithra’s role on
earth included: eradicating
or defeating evil, correct
tribal misconduct and keep
justice amongst tribes.
Mithra eventually evolved
and for some became: God,
Christ; the Christian deity,
the symbol of the Sun,

Son of God, an Angel and
the name of the seventh
month of the Aryan/Iranian

year. Mithra is mentioned
in the Avesta, however,
Mithra is not mentioned in
the songs of Zarathushtra;
the Gathas. The interesting
thing is that there is no
mention of a festival or

Mithra in any part of the
Avesta.

Mehregan occurs around
the same period as the
second equinox of the year;
autumn. The first equinox,
of the year is Nowruz.
Mehregan celebration
also ends the spring and
summer farming seasons;
hence, farmers harvest
their crops. Persians all
over celebrate this festival

harvest. According to Fasli
reckoning, this occurs on
October 1st. Modi (1922), p.
463, states that Mehregan
should properly fall on the
fall equinox (which is the
first day of the seventh
month), but it is usually
performed on the name
day of Mithra (16th day).

Mehregan was celebrated
in an extravagant style at
Persepolis. The king-of-
kings wore a robe that was
purple with gold linings
and a majestic crown;
symbolizing great wisdom.

Visitors from different parts
of the world brought gifts
for the Iranian kings, and in
return, the kings presented
gifts to the visitors. The
whole world contributed to
a lively celebration. In Iran
Mehregan is celebrated
with magnificence and
pageantry similar to
Nowruz.

Mehregan was celebrated
in a secular manner
amongst all cultures,
regardless of race, ethnicity
or nation because, the
season changes from
summer to autumn. People
all over celebrate this
festival in the fall signifying
the season of harvest.
Friendships are renewed,
families are visited, and
much good food is cooked
and consumed by humans
during this resting period.
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Muslim Kurds abandon their
religion for Zoroastrianism to
escape extremism

The Ministry of Endowment
and Religious Affairs in the
Kurdistan region announced
in May that it has received
a request from followers
of Zoroastrianism to allow
them to practice their
religious rituals and help
in the construction of their
temples, after their numbers
have increased in the region.

The ministry’s spokesman,
Mariwan Nagshbandi said

in a statement posted on

before them), from the point
of view of a conspiracy, or
that the US, Israel or global
Freemasonry is behind it.
Nagshbandi explained that,
in a period of intellectual and
ideological unrest, various
imported Islamic extremists
have caused the majority of
Muslims in Kurdistan to go
towards extremism. Political
and social chaos made them
despair.

On 19 April in Erbil, the

his  personal  Facebook
account that followers of
Zoroastrianism appeared
again in Kurdistan and made
a formal request to have a
representative in the ministry
and open their own temples.

He explained that recent
months have witnessed the
return of those in public
and Kurdish cultural circles,
which indicates a migration
of Kurdish Muslims to their
old religion.

According to Nagshbandi,
one of the Zoroastrian
spiritual leaders had told
him that their number in
Kurdistan exceeds 100,000
people, and it is constantly
increasing.

Commenting on the reasons
why Kurds are converting
from Islam, the Kurdish
official said he doesn't
see this emergence of
Zoroastrians (and Baha'is

capital of Iraqgi Kurdistan,
the Supreme Council of
Zoroastrians was formed
to promote the Zoroastrian

religion and its prophet
Zoroaster.
Lugman Haji Karim, the

President of the Supreme
Council told Shafag News
that the Organization of
Zoroastrians in  Kurdistan
(the Zend Organization) was
founded in Europe in 2006
and transferred its activities
to the Kurdistan region to
apply for official acceptance
to work there.

Zoroastrianism dates back
to before the Common Era
and was the religion of the
Kurds and neighbors like the
Persians. It was the official
religion of the Emirates,
kingdoms and empires that
had ruled in Mesopotamian
areas.

Source: Shafaq News

The Wiley - Blackwell Companion to

Joroastrianism

In June, the much-awaited
Wiley-Blackwell Companion
to Zoroastrianism was
published. Edited by Yuhan
Sohrab-Dinshaw Vevaina, an
eminent Zoroastrian scholar
at Stanford University,

and Michael Stausberg,
professor of Religion at the
University of Bergen, this is
the first ever comprehensive
English-language survey of
Zoroastrianism, one of the
oldest living religions.

It is evenly divided into

five thematic sections,
beginning with an
introduction to Zoroaster/
Zarathustra and concluding
with the intersections of
Zoroastrianism and other
religions. It reflects the
global nature of Zoroastrian
studies with contributions
from 34 international
authorities from ten
countries.

It presents Zoroastrianism

as a cluster of dynamic
historical and contextualized
phenomena, reflecting the
current trend to move away
from textual essentialism in
the study of religion.

Michael Stausberg is
professor of religion at the
University of Bergen and a
member of the Norwegian
Academy of Science and
Letters. His books in English
include Zarathustra and

ZOROASTRIANISM

Zoroastrianism (2008),

and he has published
widely on Zarathustra and
Zoroastrianism in German.
He is co-editor of the journal
Religion.

Yuhan Sohrab-Dinshaw
Vevaina is a lecturer in
Religious Studies at Stanford
University. He is currently
working on a book project
on Zoroastrian hermeneutics
in Late Antiquity.

The heart of Zoroastrian community in Orange

The Zoroastrian Association
of California Center, or the
ZAC Center, is a temple
housed in a former church
on Walnut Avenue, in
Orange. It has been the
group’s home since 2010, a
community center in which
the 400 members can pray,
meet and celebrate.

Prior to buying the vacant
church in 2010, the group
was nomadic, Tehmi
Damania, the Southern
California association’s
president said. They chose
to locate in Orange for two
reasons: it was difficult

to find property in Irvine,
and Orange was more
central to the spread-out

membership.

“I walked in and... felt

right then that this is it,’
Damania said of finding the
Orange spot. They bought
the two-acre property for
2.6Smillion.

Today the ZAC Center is on
the verge of an expansion.
A few months ago, the
city’s Planning Commission
approved plans for a new
building. The -1,900square-
foot building will be used
for prayer and meditation.
It will be modeled off a
Zoroastrian temple from
India and include many
items imported from a
shuttered Indian temple,

including an urn to house
the eternal fire, a marble
stand for the urn and an
antique Indian wardrobe
currently sitting in the
Hong Kong room.

Extracted and adapted
from an article in The
Orange County Register.
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Dr Ardeshir‘Adi’ Ratan

Bulsara

r Ardeshir ‘Adi’ Ratan
Bulsara

Dr Adi Bulsarais
Distinguished Scientist/
Technologist (ST) for
Nonlinear Dynamics at the
Navy’s Space and Naval
Warfare Systems Center,
Pacific (SSC Pacific), based
in San Diego.

He grew up in Mumbai,

in a Zoroastrian family,
and loves working on
“seemingly intractable
physics problems”. He
began working at SSC
Pacificin 1983. With a
specialization in the physics
of nonlinear dynamical
systems in the presence of
noise, he was one of the
early proponents of the
stochastic resonance (SR)
phenomenon.

In 2004, Bulsara was
elected to Fellow of the
American Physical Society
(APS) for “developing the
statistical mechanics of
noisy nonlinear dynamical
oscillators especially in the
theory, application and
technology of stochastic
resonance detectors.”

The 2007 International

Conference on Applied
Nonlinear Dynamics
(ICAND), held in Kauai,
was a festschrift held in his
honor of his 55th birthday.

In a recent interview with
Armed With Science, he
was asked whether he
would travel forward or
backwards in time, given
the choice.”The world is
in turmoil, coupled with

a social order riven with
the (usually adverse)
results stemming from
moronic politicians of
every stripe, in every
country,” he replied.“Thus,
the future could turn out
pretty good...or pretty
bad. Hence, | would prefer
to go backin time and,
instead of going to grad
school, I'd study music. |
love grand opera and rich
romantic-era music. I'd love
to go to Vienna and study
conducting. | think this
could all be within reach, if
| could turn the clock back.
But...that’s wishing!”

Photo by Alan Antczak

A Zoroastrian
from Kerman
reaches the
summit of
Mount Everest

e have received news

that Dr Fereshte
Bakhtiari, a chemical
engineer from Kerman,
Iran, recently reached the
summit of Mount Everest.
An experienced mountain
climber who has also scaled
Mount Damavand, she was
part of an eight-member
Iranian team to conquer
Everest. Dr Bakhtiari is part
of the Zoroastrian group
Asha, and it is believed she
is the first Zoroastrian to
reach the summit.

It was 62 years ago that
Edmond Hillary and Sherpa
Tenzing Norgay were the
first to achieve the same
feat. Queen Elizabeth
knighted Hillary, and the
world showered honors on
them. Since that time, over
4,000 people have scaled
the mountain, and around
250 have died attempting
to.

Our congratulations go
out to Dr Bakhtiari and her
team.
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Almut Hintze elected a
Fellow of the British Academy

r Almut Hintze, Zartoshty
Brothers Professor of
Zoroastrianism at SOAS, was
recently elected a Fellow of
the British Academy for 2015.

Hintze was chosen for her
outstanding research on
Zoroastrianism. Her research
focuses on Indo-Iranian
philology and Zoroastrian
literature and religion. She
studied Indo-European
philology at the Universities
of Heidelberg and Oxford,
and earned her PhD in
Indo-Iranian Studies at the
University of Erlangen.

After studying the semantics
of “reward” in Ancient Iranian
(Avestan) and Vedic Sanskrit
texts in Berlin, she spent
a term at the Institute for
Advanced Study at Princeton.
Subsequently she became
Research Fellow at Clare
Hall, Cambridge, and was
appointed to the Zartoshty
Brothers post at SOAS in
2001.

Professor Hintze was the co-
curator of The Everlasting
Flame: Zoroastrianism in
History and Imagination
exhibition at SOAS in 2013,
and this summer, she
taught ‘An Introduction to
the Avestan Language’ in
Pune, India. She is currently
working on a critical edition
and translation of the Avestan
and Pahlavi Yasna, the core
ritual of the Zoroastrians.

The British Academy, the
UK’s national body which
champions and supports
the humanities and social
sciences, elects up to 42
outstanding UK-based
scholarseachyear.ltspurpose
is to inspire, recognize
and support excellence

and high achievement in
the humanities and social
sciences throughout the UK
and internationally.

Lord Stern, President of the
British Academy, said: “This
year we have the honor
of once again welcoming
the finest researchers and
scholars into our Fellowship.
Elected from across the UK
and worldfortheirdistinction

in the humanities and social

sciences, they represent
an unrivaled resource of
expertise and knowledge.

“Our Fellows play a vital role
in the work of the Academy;
encouraging younger
researchers, engaging in
public discussion of the great
issues and ideas of our time,
and contributing to policy
reports. Their collective
work and expertise are
testament to why research
in the humanities and social
sciences is vital for our
understanding of the world
and humanity.”

Dr Hintze joins just over
1,000 scholars who have
been honored as Fellows of
the British Academy.




Dorab
Mistry, OBE,
elected to
the European
Council of
Religious
Leaders

By Malcolm M Deboo

embers of the
European Council
of Religious

Leaders (ECRL) met in
Frankfurt, Germany
between 13-11 May to
debate on the future of the

inter-religious dialogue
platform, bringing together
European religious leaders
from Judaism, Christianity
and Islam with Buddhists,
Hindus, Sikhs and
Zoroastrians.

More than 40 religious
leaders who were
gathered at this meeting
unanimously welcomed
ZTFE past-president and
honorary treasurer of the
Inter Faith Network for
the UK, Dorab Mistry, OBE,
as a council member to
represent the Zoroastrian
Community. Jehangir
Sarosh, OBE, the former
Zoroastrian representative
to the council suspended
his membership to take on
the position of secretary
general.

On behalf of the ZTFE

Managing Committee and
Trustees, | congratulate
Dorab for being elected

as the Zoroastrian
representative to the

ECRL and as the Religions
for Peace International
representative. Dorab’s
contribution to the
interfaith movement in

the UK on behalf of the
Zoroastrian community has
been legendary so this is a
natural stepping stone for
him to the larger European
body. The ZTFE is further
delighted that our veteran
on inter-faith matters,
Jehangir Sarosh, OBE, is the
secretary general.

During its Frankfurt
meeting, hosted at the

city’s Jesuit university,
Philosophisch-
Theologische Hochschule
Sankt Georgen, ECRL
members discussed an
action plan on tackling

violent religious extremism.

The action plan is intended
to be implemented

in conjunction with
Religions for Peace
International, ECRL's
umbrella organization

and the world’s largest
and most representative
multi-religious coalition,
bringing together religious
leaders and grassroots
representatives, academics
and activists from more
than 100 countries.

“Religion is a sublime
ethical and spiritual force
that aims to heal human
society, provide security
and peace among people

and ensure human dignity,
and the rights that flow
from it. However, some
extremists abuse their
religion, distorting its
image and using it to
achieve non-religious
objectives. They project
violent images that
contradict and violate the
essence of their religion,’
said ECRL moderator
Thomas Wipf. He quoted
an important statement
recently released in Abu
Dhabi, calling violent
religious extremism “a
plague to the entire world".
Wipf described a multi-
religious response as “a
concrete and effective
religious demonstration
against violent religious
extremism”.

Katharina Von Schnurbein,
European Commission
Adviser for the Dialogue
with Churches, Religions
and Non-Confessional
Organizations, was also
present at the meeting. She
stressed that since the Paris
attacks in January, the EU
commission has recognized
the vital role the ECRL will
play in the future of a safer
Europe.

The ECRL welcomed
representatives of the
Interreligious Youth Forum.
They expressed their
disappointment that the
deadline for achieving the
millennium development
goals has not been met,
and called for a new focus
on sustainable goals in
the years ahead. ECRL
supported their statement
addressed to the G7
Summit in June 2015

in Germany. For further
information, contact
sarosh@rfp-europe.eu.

The European Council
of Religious Leaders was
founded in Oslo in 2002.
ECRL brings together
senior representatives

of Europe’s historic
religions, Christianity,
Judaism and Islam, with
Buddhists, Hindus, Sikhs
and Zoroastrians. They
address concerns affecting
the wider community,
including poverty, AIDS,
inter-religious co-existence,
disarmament, and the
environment. ECRL answers
to the call for action to
promote peace and fruitful
coexistence in the midst

of an increasingly multi-
cultural and multi-religious
Europe.

Were ancient
Joroastrians
vegetarian?

his is the question
Tposed by K. E. Eduljee
in a monograph
entitled, Nutrition: Were
Ancient Zoroastrians and
Aryans Vegetarian? (second
edition published March

2015).

This monograph is part

of a set of works by the
author on nutrition, health
and healing as described
in ancient and medieval
Zoroastrian texts.

Eduljee uses information
from numerous sources
to analyze whether
Zarathushtra himself

was a vegetarian. “A rare
reference to Zarathushtra's
(Zoroaster’s) diet is
contained in classical
Roman author Pliny’s
Natural History,” he
says.“We also have
comments related to diet
in Zarathushtra’s hymns,
the Gathas, as well as in
the Gathas' Middle Persian
(Pahlavi) Zand translations.
Given that Zarathushtra
composed the Gathas, we
may reasonably surmise
that any allusion to diet

or the killing of animals

NEWS

in the Gathas reflects
Zarathushtra’s own
principles.”

He cites Pliny the Elder
as follows: “It is reported
that Zoroaster lived in
the deserts (wilds) on
cheese so temperately
(moderately/frugally) for
twenty years that he did
not feel the effects of old

n

age!

The author looks at the
Zoroastrian diet over the
centuries, and traditional
recipes still consumed. A
hot vegetarian soup, he
says for example, called
aush/aash is often served
at a traditional Iranian
Zoroastrian jashn. Iranians
often consume simple
meals of bread, cheese and
herbs.

He suggests that
Zarathusthra believed
eating plants that do not
have a soul is acceptable
while killing/eating
beneficent animals that
have a soul is unacceptable
to the tenants of the faith.
In fact, he says, Ferdowsi
placed the practice of
eating meat under the
domain of Ahriman, the
lord of death.

“Perhaps the most explicit
call for Zoroastrians to be
vegetarian,” he says, “is
foundin

the Sayings of Adarbad
Mahraspandan, Sasanian
head priest, which states:
‘Abstain rigorously from
eating the flesh of kine
and all beneficent animals
(gospandan) least you

be made to face a strict
reckoning in this world and
the next.”

To read the full
monograph, visit: http://
www.heritageinstitute.
com/zoroastrianism/
reference/Nutrition-
Eduljee-Complete.pdf.
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The Divine Light of Mazda

in Gathas

By Mobed Behram Deboo

he divine light of
Mazda Ahura is one
of themes in Gathas.

Since any fire emits light
and is coexistent with it,
we will discuss the fire
revealed by Zarathushtra
in his discourses in Gathas
before and after the
creation. In Yasna 31.7, he
says:

yasta'? manta® pouruy6*
raochébish® - r6ithwen®
hvathra’

hv68 khrathwa® damish™
ashem™ -ya'? darayat'
vahishtem' mané6',

ta'* mazda' mainya's
ukhshyo'” —yé'® §'°
ndrémchit??' ahura??
hamo?.

He? who' in the very
beginning* conceived?
the thought?, “Let the
light’ stream through

the expanding spaces®

to generate starry
firmaments® (cosmoses).”
With wisdom?, He®
created' the cosmic
order' through which™ He
upholds' the best mind
(best creative, cosmic
mind). This' (creation), O
Mazda', is still growing'’
through (your creative)
spirit' which'®, O Ahura®
has remained the same, 2
indeed?', up to' now?®,
(B. Deboo0).

In my opinion, this verse

is very important as it is
related to the Creation of
the Cosmos. Here we see
that it is the light of Mazda,
along with his Thinking
Mind, that created the
starry heavens and the
cosmic order for the whole
Cosmos to function in. It

is through Asha that He
upholds The Best Mind,
and so he has remained the
same as He was before and
after the creation.

In Avesta, fire as the
cosmic fire of creation
is closely linked with
Asha, the cosmic laws
through which the cosmic
order in the universe is
sustained. The symbol of
Asha Vahishta, the best
truth or righteousness
is the physical as well
as spiritual fire. In
Yasna 31.19, it

is the glowing

fire of Mazda

with which

He hands

out justice

to both the

righteous

and

unrighteous.

In Shahnameh,

Ferdowsi

describes that
Zarathushtra held

up a censer containing

a flame and said to King
Vishtasp, “Look upon the
heavens and the earth.
God made them not with
dust and water. Look upon
the fire and behold therein
how they were created””

In Yasna 30.1, he proclaims
that if you follow the
revealed mantras for Vohu
Manah and Asha, we will
envision the realms of light
here and there. The beauty
of this verse is he assures
us that the mantras are
revealed to him by Mazda
for the welfare of the
humankind.

| www.czcjournal.org |

At' ta? vakhshya? isheito*

- ya® mazdatha® hyatchit’
vidushé?®

staotacha® ahurai'® -
yesnyacha'' vanghéush'
manangh6'?

humazdra'® asha'

yaecha'’ - ya'® raochébish™
daresata® urvaza?'.

O eager seekers*, now'

| shall speak? to (you)
these? (manthras) which?®
are revealed (given) by
Mazda,® indeed’, for the
sake’ of knowing?, the
hymns of praise® unto
Ahura'®, prayers'! for
Vohu' Mano'3, and' good
uplifting words'® which'"’

are for Asha'® (truth). And
through'” which'® you?°
will have? joyful?' vision?
of both' the realms' of
light.' (B. Deboo).

We can see that
Zarathushtra teaches us

a path of enlightenment.
Thus, he is sharing the
Divine attributes with us
and how to reach to that
highest culmination point.

In Yasna 28.2, he talks
about the wellbeing

in both the existences,
physical as well as spiritual:

issue #26

O Mazda, | who approach
you through Vohu Manah,
the good mind, would

like you to grant me

the rewards leading to
the enhancements of
wellbeing in both the
existences (worlds), the
physical and that of mental
(spiritual) through the

law of righteousness and
through which You lead
your supporters (seekers,
faithful) to the abode of
Light.

In the above verse, we see
that Zarathushtra connects
every one with oneness of
light by showing a way to
be enlightened and leading
them to the sovereignty
of light, unlike other
religious scriptures
where man’s
destiny depends
on the founder
or deity alone.
In Yasna
32.2, Ahura
Mazda is a
good friend
of sun-like
truth. It
means the
real truth is
like the rays of
light of the sun.
Thus, light is the
symbol of Asha, truth.

In Yasna 30.5, Zarathushtra
requests us to choose
Spenishta Mainyu (the
most holy spirit) who is
clothed in the hardest
stones (imperishable
light of the firmaments)
to perform the righteous
deeds which will please
Ahura Mazda. Spenishta
Mainyu is the most
creative, imperishable
cosmic energy of Mazda.
And itis light. In a similar
manner, this idea is very
well echoed in Yasna
Haptanghaiti 36.3. In fact,
Yasna 36 is composed
and dedicated to the fire

in Gathic Avesta by the
disciples of Zarathushtra
during his life or closely
after his death.

In Yasna 31.3: And grant
the bliss which you have
promised to both the
devoted followers through
the spiritual fire of (yours)
and Asha. Afterwards both
will have that wisdom of
discernment of the rules.
O Mazda, speak to us,

for (our) knowing, with
the tongue of Your (Thy)
mouth, so that | may
convert all the living to
believe. (B. Deboo)

In Yasna 34.4 of the
Ahunavaiti Gatha,
Zarathuhstra says we
long for your strong fire
of thought which guides
clearly and brings joy.

In Atash niyaesh, we

pray we revere the fire

of Ahura Mazda which is
the giver of good things
and the highest Yazata.
Then fire is made ‘the

son of Ahura Mazda' In
Gathas, Zarathushtra does
not define fire as Mazda’s
son but refers to the fire
as “Thwa athra sukhra”
meaning Your radiant,
blazing fire. It is the
Mazda'’s fire which started
time and space when the
creation began. As one
astrophysicist said, “We are
children of the star dust.”

In the end, | would say
Zarathushtra is not content
with his own illumination.
He wants his followers

to achieve the same
luminosity of the soul as

he attained. That is the
greatness of Zarathushtra
unparalleled and
incomparable in the history
of humanity.
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The Movement for
Criminal Justice Reform:
Honoring its True Heroes

By: Dr. Niaz Kasravi

riminal justice reform
has been making
big headlines in

recent months. In July,

the Presidents speech at
the NAACP and his visit

to El Reno Correctional
Institution was not only

the first time in history that
a sitting president visited

a federal prison, but also
marked first time that a
plan to overhaul Americars
criminal justice system

was publicly presented by
the Commander in Chief.
Granted, nothing will
change much unless words
are turned into action and
the advocacy community
dedicates itself to a coherent
and strategic campaign to
hold the president to his
word. Nonetheless, in the
eyes of those who have
been fighting to end mass
incarceration and reform
Americas broken system of
justice, these developments
are a hopeful sign that the
tide is turning.

Leading up to these events,
in the last few years,
governors from traditionally
conservative states have all
been signing criminal justice
reform bills into law, and
unlikely allies like the Koch
brothers, Newt Gingrich and
Pat Nolan have also jumped
on the bandwagon to end
mass incarceration and fix
Americas system of justice.
But to understand what has
led to this turn of events, we
must recognize the context
in which they are taking
place. In the last three plus
decades, the U.S. has been
diligently committed to and
spent billions of dollars on

(in recent years, roughly 80$
billion annually) becoming
the world>s number one
incarcerator. This country
boasts5 percent of the
world population but
houses 25 percent of its
prisoners. Despite the
decades-long «tough

on crime» and «war on
drugs» strategies that have
consumed this nation, crime
rates have not decreased

to the level that one
would expect, and
drug use and

abuse remain
steady and
continue to

plague many
communities

across the

nation. And
although

over the last

several years,

there has been

a gradual decline

in crime rates,

there is no evidence
linking the enormous
number of people behind
bars to the limited and
gradual reduction in crime
statistics.

To create a perfect storm,
the major financial crisis

in which many states and
the federal government
have found themselves

has led fiscal conservatives
and libertarians to join

the more progressive and
liberal voices in the call to
reduce mass incarceration in
America. States as unlikely
as Georgia, Texas, Mississippi
and South Carolina (among
nearly two dozen others)
have passed a host of reform
measures aimed at reducing

prison populations, and

a bi-partisan supported
criminal justice reform bill,
the SAFE Justice Act, is
quickly gaining momentum
and looking likely to pass in
Congress. In fact, criminal

justice reform has become

as close to dinner-table
conversation as we have
ever seen and is set to

be a centerpiece of the
upcoming presidential
campaign season.

It is not a bad thing that
there are unlikely allies
who now see themselves
as stakeholders in the
movement to reduce mass
incarceration. In fact, it is
welcome change to see

agreement on at least one
issue by American elected
officials from across the
aisle. What is problematic
is how the reforms that

will eventually happen as a
result of this new coalition
are framed, what aspects
of this broken system these
reforms will truly change,
and to what and whom will
the upcoming success be
attributed.

First, much of the dialogue
in this new bi-partisan
campaign focuses on

the fiscal irresponsibility
associated with mass
incarceration. Talking points

such as, «It costs nearly
48,0008 to send a child to
prison, but 12,000 to send
him/her to school,» have
become as common as the
«tough on crime» rhetoric
once was. But what this new
wave of advocates often fail
to address is the gross racial
disparity that permeates the
entire system of justice from
start to end. Communities of
color have always born the
brunt of the system -- from
being disprop -ortionately
targeted and killed by law
enforcement, to being
disproportionately arrested
convicted and sentence
to longer terms, and even
to disproportionately
receiving the death penalty.
In their failure to recognize
racial discrimination
as aninherent and
fundamental
problem of the
system, these
advocates
miss a viable
solution to
the problem:
if we address
and fix the
racial bias in
our system,
we would
reduce the
prison population
by nearly half.

Second, as evidenced
by the infatuation of the
American media and the
public at large with newly-
found conservative allies
in this movement, we as a
society are being dishonest
about who deserves
recognition for helping
this country reach a point
where reforms are finally
possible. If ultimately this
new turn of events lead
to a drastic reduction in
prison populations, and a
reframing of drug crimes
as a public health and not
a criminal justice problem,
we will all have won
regardless of who claims
«credit». But we must be
true to ourselves, true to

the history of this nation,
and true to the memory
and lives of those on whose
backs this movement is
built.

Long before Newt Gingrich
or the Koch brothers came
to the table, long before
Rand Paul threw his weight
behind an overhaul of the
criminal justice system, and
before President Obama
declared this as a priority
issue, organizers and
grassroots activists from
communities most impacted
by crime and incarceration
-- communities of color and
poor communities -- lay
the groundwork for this
reform movement. Those
who laid this foundation
continue to pay a steep
price, because it is they
who are disproportionately
targeted by police, they
who are being arrested

and sentenced to lengthier
sentences, and they who
face barriers to reentry

and suffer the devastating
collateral consequences

of incarceration --
consequences that have
generational impact.

This movement was

built by those who have
organized to end mandatory
minimums since they

were implemented in

the 1980s and 90s, by
communities who continue
to organize and call for
police accountability, by
advocates who have for
over four decades fought
to end the unjust and
ineffective war on drugs, by
those who have committed
themselves to removing
barriers to reentry for those
with criminal records, and
by the youth who started
and are building the Black
Lives Matter movement

-- youth whose parents and
predecessors made the civil
rights movement a reality.

I have spent countless hours

working alongside family

Continue on General
section on page 12
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The best immigrants
America has ever

inherited

ranians are among the
I most educated, most
contributing, most tax-
paying and most law-
abiding immigrants
that the United States
of America has ever
witnessed.

According to
extrapolated 2000
and 2010 US Census
data, subsequent
reports and other
independent survey
analyses carried

out by think tanks,

it is estimated that
there were up to

1.5 million Iranian-
Americans living in the US
in 2012, with their largest
concentration — about
700,000 people - residing
in Greater Los Angeles.

A recent NPR report put
the Iranian population

of Beverly Hills at as high
as 20 percent of the total
population. Other large
communities (of over
100,000 people) can

be found in New York,
New Jersey, Washington
DC, Seattle, Boston and
Houston/Dallas.

[ranian communities in the
US also have a very diverse
religious population.
Iranian-American

Baha'is, Armenian-
Assyrian Christians, Jews,
Zoroastrians, mystics,
Muslims, Spiritualists

and humanists are
eminently present in every
community.

According to Census ,2000
50.9 percent of Iranian
immigrants had attained a
bachelors degree or higher,

Changing Face

compared to 24 percent
of the total foreign-born
population. According

of America

to the latest census data
available, more than one
in four Iranian-Americans
hold a master’s or doctoral
degree, the highest rate
among 67 ethnic groups
studied.

The Small Business
Administration (SBA)
recently conducted a

study that found Iranian
immigrants among the top
20 immigrant groups, with
the highest rate of business
ownership, contributing
substantially to the US
economy.

Almost one in two Iranian-
American households

has an annual income
exceeding 1005K,
compared to one in five for
the overall US population.
According to a study carried
out by the Iranian Studies
Group at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology,
Iranian scientists, engineers
and businesses in the
United States own or
manage around one trillion
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dollars. Iranian-Americans
are, however, present in
every sector of society.
Today in the United States,
there are nearly 10,000
physicians of Iranian
heritage who have their
own practices and/or work
in medical institutions.

It is also estimated that the
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total number of professors
of Iranian heritage who
teach and research

in higher education
institutions in the United
States is approaching
10,000. In fact, one would
be hard pressed to find a
single American university
or college where there
isn't an Iranian-American
professor serving. What is
most striking is the majority
(more than 75 percent) of
these professors serve in
the top 200 of the 4,000

universities and colleges in
the nation.

It is also possible that
Iranian-Americans are

the most law-abiding
ethnicity in the US. The
rate of allegations or even
convictions for major or
even minor (misdemeanor)
crimes in the Iranian-
American community
ranks as the lowest for any
community, immigrant or
otherwise, in the history of
the US.
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Tajik Parliament
considers
forbidding Arabic-
sounding names
amid crackdown
on Islam

By Lora Moftah

ajikistan may ban
Muslim-sounding
names amid a growing

fear of Islamic radicalization
in the former Soviet republic.
President Emomali Rahmon
has instructed the country’s
parliament to consider a bill
that would forbid the justice
ministry from registering
names with Arabic origins,
officials said in May.

“After the adoption of these
regulations, the registry
offices will not register names
that are incorrect or alien to
the local culture, including
names denoting objects,
flora and fauna, as well as
names of Arabic origin,’
said Jaloliddin Rahimoyv,

a justice ministry official,
according to the Russian
nongovernmental news
agency Interfax.

While the bill would apply
only to babies born after

it is signed into law, there

is also a growing push

by parliamentarians to
encourage those with Arabic-
sounding names to change
them to those that are
traditionally more Tajik.

The growing popularity

of names associated with
Islam, such as Aisha, Asiya
and Sumayah, as well as

the addition of traditionally
Islamic suffixes at the ends of
names, including -khalifa and
-amir, have left authorities in
the Muslim-majority country
uneasy.

The government recently
stepped up a crackdown

on devout Muslims, which
has included restrictions

on who can make the hajj
pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi
Arabia and on outward

signs of religiosity, such as
beards and hijabs. Some
devout Muslim men have
complained of forcible beard
shavings by security services,
with officers reportedly
telling detainees that having

beards was against “state
policy”, Agence France-Presse
reported in April.

Among the factors behind
this campaign is a fear that
the impoverished country
has become a recruiting
ground for extremists,
especially after a video
surfaced this year of Tajik
Islamic State group militants
calling for jihad against the
government. The threat

has become pronounced
enough that Russia

recently announced it was
preparing to deliver 1.23$
billion in military aid and
equipment to the country
to help combat the growing
danger of the militant group
formerly known as either ISIL
or ISIS.

Despite its sweeping
crackdown on Muslim
religious expression in the
country, the Tajik state has
denied targeting Islam,
pointing to its plans to

build the biggest mosque

in Central Asia, which is
designed to hold as many as
100,000 worshippers.




Joroastrian faith returns
to Kurdistan in response
to ISIS violence

By Judit Neurink
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fter over a
millennium, the
Zoroastrian faith is

returning to its original
habitat. The Ministry

of Religion in the Iraqi
Kurdistan capital Erbil has
registered the religion,
locally known as Zardashti,
and suggested to the
Kurdish government the
ancient faith should be
given its own directorate
general and its believers
be allowed to build new
temples.

“Now it’s time,” says Nouri
Sharif, one of the initiators
of the movement that
established a Zoroastrian
organization in Europe

in 2006 and in March
announced in Erbil its
official return to Kurdistan.
In April, a Supreme Council
of Zoroastrians in Kurdistan
was founded.

Already active in Iran and
India, the movement claims
to have some 100,000

followers in Iraqgi Kurdistan.
This is mainly a reaction to
the violence committed

by the Islamic State,
according to Sharif during
aninterview in a café in
Kurdistan's second city
Sulaimani.

“People see something is
imposed on them. They
have witnessed suffering
from another belief. Now it
is the time for our destiny,
because we are exhausted.
We haven't seen any

good deeds from Daesh,

it only gives us death and
violence,” he said using
Daesh, the Arabic acronym
for ISIS.

Zoroastrians follow
Zoroaster, also known as
Zarathustra or locally as
Zardasht, who probably
lived in the 17th century
BC. He was not a prophet
like those known in Islam
and Christianity, Sharif
stressed.

“He was not sent by God as
his representative. He was
contemplating existence
and the universe. Zardasht
was a human being full

of wisdom. For me he is

a prophet, but he brings

a philosophy he found
himself he said.

He pointed to the little

green book in front of him
on the table.“This book is
a summary of his thoughts.
A hundred questions that
he raised on: existence,
religion, God and the
universe. It's not God's
word, but that of humans,”
Sharif continued.

Sharif returned five years
ago to Sulaimani from
Germany to start work on
bringing back the religion
to Kurdistan, and printed a
selection of thoughts to be
used for this task. They are
taken from the main book
of the faith, Avesta.

Already the Zoroastrians
have centers in: India,
Europe, America and Iran.
“We plan to open a third
one in Sulaimani. Seminars
were held in different
towns across Kurdistan,
where many people
participated,” Sharif said.
“Amongst Kurds there is a
great level of enthusiasm

to go back to the roots;
from various levels in the
community; professors,
politicians and normal
people. Hundreds of
thousands are interested
and this is increasing.”

Sharif said councils have
been established in the

big cities, but his group is
waiting for the licensing
process to finish so it can
open a center for people to
visit.

Temples will be opened
too, or in the vocabulary of
the faith attashga, which
means fire house.

“They should be opened
on the original locations,
like in Darbandighan,
Shaklawa, Soran, Chami
Rezan, Qishgapan—the
king that was buried

there was a Zardashti,’
Sharif claimed. “We have
history to guide us, and will
renovate old places.”

But for the moment the
group is focused on culture
and heritage. Even though
reviving this pre-Islamic
religion and convincing
people to leave Islam
might enrage Muslims
who consider this to be
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prohibited, Sharif and his
group have decided to
work out in the open.

“Kurdistan has passed
the era of secret practice.
We follow the rules

and legislations. If we

are supported by law,
hopefully it will protect us.
All the religions have the
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right to call for worship,” he
said.

Even so, he knows it could
be dangerous.

“We have made our
decision, and this cause
demands sacrifices. They
can only kill and commit
violence,” Sharif said
referring to Muslim radicals
like ISIS.“They could bring
arguments, but they do not
have the wisdom, that’s
why they resort to killing.
We are not afraid of them.
Their religion is backward.”

Sharif expects that even
though the vast majority
of Kurds are Muslim, they
can live together in peace.
“We believe in peaceful
coexistence. There is no
violence in the origin of
our culture. This is another
wisdom; by Zardasht, who
says:‘l will not draw my
sword in troubled times,

m

but light a candle!
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A walk to remember: A peep
into the history of Abyaneh, a
small Zoroastrian village in Iran

By Mira Pawar

uring my recent visit
to Iran, | had the
opportunity to visit

an astounding Zoroastrian
village called Abyaneh, in
the central district of Natanz
county, Isfahan province.

Zoroastrians in Iran have

had a long history and

are the country’s oldest
religious community that

has survived to the present
day. This village is known

for its traditional feasts and
ceremonies. The history of
this place dates back to the
Sassanid dynasty which ruled
Persia for 400 years until the
Arab invasion in 651 AD. The
village has a small population
of 306.

As | walked down through
the village, | noticed narrow
and sloped lanes with houses
located on the slopes. The
houses seemed like they
were placed on a stairway.
The roofs of some homes

played the role of courtyard
for other houses. The walls

of the buildings are made of
clay and appear rusty red in
color, due to the rich soil of
ferrous oxide. The windows
and doors are made of wood,
and every door has two

door knockers - one for men
which is heavier and makes a
strong sound, and the other
one for women, which makes
a lighter sound. This way the
visitor can be identified as a
man or a woman.

The source of water in
Abyaneh is from the river

of Barzrud. The climate

is mostly cold. It has a
prolonged spring season,
creating suitable conditions
for agriculture. The main
agricultural products grown
in Abyaneh are wheat, barley,
potatoes and fruits such as
apples, pears and apricots.
Of late, carpet weaving has
also become popularin

the village. The natives of

Abyaneh are believed to
be highly educated. Most
of them are engineers and
doctors who work in cities
like Kashan and Tehran. The
language spoken there is
Parthain Pahlavi, a different
dialect of Farsi.

| was fascinated to see

men and women still
wearing traditional costume
despite pressure from the
government to change.
Contrary to the other parts
of Iran where the ladies

don the black chador, the
ladies in Abyaneh wear a
costume which consists of a
white scarf with floral design
that covers their shoulders,
extending to the waist. Below
that they wear a pleated
skirt/pant. The women here
are emotionally attached to
their wedding gowns that
they pass from mother to
daughter and are in turn
expected to pass it on to their
daughters. Men wear a felt
hat, along garment called a
ghaba, a pair of loose pants
and a pair of special shoes
called giveh.

| happened to notice a
Zoroastrian fire temple in
the village dating back to

the Sassanid period. One
of the mosques has an

inscription on its door which
specifies that it dates back
to the early Safavid period
(approximately from 1501 to
1722).

The original fire temple that
has preserved the flame
continuously since 470 CE

is however, located in Yazd,
the capital of Yazd province
in central Iran, which has
the largest community of
Zoroastrians. Yazd is a very
sacred place for Zoroastrians
because the temple is located
here. Once in lifetime a visit
to this place for Zoroastrians
is considered very fortunate.

| am not a Zoroastrian, but |
was equally excited stepping

foot on this land of the
Ateshkadeh fire temple.

UNESCO has proposed
Abyaneh be included in

its list of World Heritage
Sites. However, as per some
reports, there is a proposed
hotel construction in the
pipeline and therefore this
status seems to be at risk.

Abyaneh is located about
327km from Tehran and
can be reached by road via
Kashan.

Source: The Hans India
(March 2015,15)

continue of Humanity
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members who have lost
their sons and daughters
to this system. | have sat on
panels with the parents of
Trayvon Martin and Jordan
Davis, who courageously
and eloquently advocate
for change despite a heavy
burden and grief that no

parent should ever face. |
have sat in a small living
room in Rockford, IL as the
mother of Mark Anthony
Barmore showed me
pictures of her young son,
before he was gunned down
by police (he was unarmed)
at a church in front of a
daycare full of kids. | have
spent decades working
with formerly incarcerated
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people and their families
who, despite their personal
struggles, make it a priority
to fight and change the
system so that others dont
suffer as they have.

Thus, | hope that when

we reach success, when a
federal bill to reform the
criminal justice system is
signed into law, when states
and the federal government

issue #26

celebrate a major reduction
in incarceration, when there
are substantial reforms in
police practices -- | hope
that at that point we stand
proud, not with those who
came to the table because
they felt the pinch in their
wallets, but with those

who gave this movement
everything they had when
it was not the hot topic of

the day, when it was not
important just because it
was costly. We must honor
those who did and continue
to do this work because they
know it is, in the end, an
issue of moral responsibility
and not one of financial
viability.

Follow Dr. Niaz Kasravi on
Twitter: www.twitter.com/
niazkasravi




The History of Zoroastrians
after Arab Invasion; Alien in

Their Homeland

Part 3 (continuation: Fall 2014 & Spring 2015 Zoroastrian

Journal)

ow, after centuries
of suffering, the
Zoroastrians began to

enjoy the breeze of relative
freedom and even under

the unequal opportunities
they proved their talents and
abilities. One businessman,
Jamshid Jamshidian known
as Arbab Jamshid founded

a trade center in the capital
city of Tehran. He was well
respected for his honesty
and success even by the
Qajar Kings. The notes of
Jamshidian center generally
were regarded and accepted
as bank notes. Another
Zoroastrian family, Jahanian,
established a business center
in Yazd. They expanded

their business and even
opened a branch office in
New York. The public also
accepted the notes of the
Jahanian Center as bank
note. The five brothers were
planning to found the first
Iranian National Bank. But
the assassination of one of
the brothers, Parviz, forced
them to abandon the plan.
Iranian public, generally held
the British responsible for the
assassination, believing that
they did not want the Iranians
to establish and own banks.
Due to the unstable national
economy, the two business
centers at the end went
bankrupt.

The revolution for

the establishment of
constitutional monarchy took
place in 1909 A.D.

And the Qajar King
(Mohammad Ali Shah) was
ousted and his young son,
Ahmad Mirza was installed
King by the revolutionaries.
The Zoroastrians were

active in this revolution and
one of them, Fereidoun
Fereidounian was martyred.
The new constitution officially
recognized the Zoroastrians
as a minority entitle to one
Parliamentary deputy. The

first elected deputy was
Jamshidian, who after one
term, voluntarily withdrew
and the next deputy, a young
energetic politician named
Keikhosrow Shahrokh was
elected who was trusted and
respected by the Moslems as
well as Zoroastrians. Shahrokh
many times reminded the
people “Although | have been
elected by the Zoroastrians,
butin the Parliamentlam a
representative of the whole
nation.” Once a deputy

name Modarres, who was a
powerful clergy said, “If | can
name one true Moslem, that
will be Arbab Keikhosrow,”
Because of his honesty,
during the famine he was
appointed as the director

of the central silo. In this
capacity he encouraged

all the landowners to sell
their crops at a reasonable
price to the silo. When
Ahmad shah asked for an
unreasonably high price,
Shahrokh reminded the king:
“His majesty, do you recall
what you said when you
took the oath of office at the
inauguration of Parliament?
That you always think and act
for the welfare and prosperity
of the nation?”

Pahlavi Era

Shahrokh was an active
member of the Majlis during
the events that led to the
accession of Reza Shah to the
Persian throne. Reza Shah

a true nationalist picked up
“Pahlavi” as the dynasty’s
surname and emphasized
the Persian nationalism. The
pre-Islamic history, Keyanian,
Pishdadian, Achaemenian,
Parthian, and Sassanian

were taught in the schools
and Iranians were given a
new sense of identity and a
fresh direction. The Persian
vocabulary was refined from
many Arabic words and
replaced by pure Persian
vocables. Schools, roads,

national railroad, factories
and universities were built.
The first chair of the Avestan
studies was established in

the University of Tehran,
school of literature, under

the directorship of the late
Professor Pour Davoud who
reintroduced the Avesta to
the Iranians and after him
one of his students the late
Dr. Bahram Fravashi chaired
the section. When Professor
Pour Davoud passed away, a
Tehran newspaper wrote: “the
service of the professor to the
nation is not less than that of
Yaghoub Leisse who defeated
and forced the Arabs out of
Iran!

Shahrokh remained a trusted
confidant of Reza Shah.
When the building of Iranian
Parliament was consumed

by fire, Reza Shah looking for
an honest and trusted man

to carry out the enormous
project of reconstruction,
appointed Shahrokh for this
task. On the inauguration of
the new building, Reza Shah
was so much impressed that
he told, “Arab Keikhosrow”
although Arbab is redundant
(He did not like titles), but
Keikhosrow let me tell you,
that destruction was well
worth this construction.” After
Shahrokh, Mr. Rustam Guiv
was elected to the parliament
and later to the Iranian
Senate, whose generosity has
enlightened many Zoroastrian
communities around the
world. Next deputy was

Dr. Esfandiyar Yeganegi an
economician and founder of
an irrigation company who
was respected by the whole
nation for his generosity and
charitable works.

In 1932 a Parsi delegation met
with Reza Shah and expressed
their appreciation for all the
achievements, he replied “all
that you have said is correct,
whatever | have done is for
my country, but you tell me
what can you do for your
original homeland." The Shah
invited Parsis to come and
settle in the country of your
ancestors. We will welcome
you with open arms.

To be continue

ISIS destroy
ancient Iraqi
city

In March of this year, Kurdish
sources reported that the
Islamic extremist group ISIS
had begun bulldozing the
-2,300year-old UNESCO World

A P
Heritage site, Hatra in Iraq.

The group is bent on
destroying false idols that
violate its strict interpretation
of Islamic Law. ISIS, which
has control of one-third of
Irag and Syria, has been
destroying ancient relics that
they say promote idolatry,
and some authorities also
believe that it is selling some
of the ancient artifacts on
the black market to fund its
activities.

Hatra, located 68 miles
southwest of Mosul, was a
large fortified city during
the Parthian Empire and
also capital of the first Arab
kingdom. The site is said to
have survived invasions by
the Romansin AD 116 and
AD 198, due to its high, thick
walls reinforced by its more
than 160 towers.

In April, a video showed Hatra
under attack by ISIS jihadists
wielding sledgehammers and
Kalashnikov rifles. A militant
on a ladder banged a carved
face with a sledgehammer
until it crashed to the ground
and broke into pieces, while
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others chopped away at the
bases of some of the larger
wall sculptures. One of the
militants declared that they
were destroying the site
because it is “worshipped
instead of God".

Local government officials
told the Associated Press
earlier this year that ISIS had
been responsible for looting
and destroying several
ancient sites, including

the -3,000year-old city of

Nimrud, another UNESCO
World Heritage site. United
Nations Secretary General Ban
Ki-Moon called the Nimrud
attack“a war crime”.

Another video showed
militants smashing artifacts

in the Mosul Museum, many
of which were from Hatra.
They were also responsible for
burning hundreds of books
from the Mosul library and
Mosul University, including
many rare manuscripts.

UNESCO and ISESCO issued a
joint statement saying, “With
this latest act of barbarism
against Hatra, [ISIS] shows the
contempt in which it holds
the history and heritage of
Arab people.”
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Result Driven With a Commitment to Putting Clients First
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Graphic Designer
Keikhosrow Yektahi

Awarded for best director and best movie
in Iran animation festival (2010)

* Business Cards & Logo Design

* Letter Heads & Brochure Design

* Photography

* Emailer Design or Banner Design

Email: keikhosro_art@yahoo.com Tel: 949 2787675
Web Site: keikhosroart.wix.com/kaynew
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