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Fred Mandegari
Realtor
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Your Real Estate Consultant in
Orange and Riverside Counties

Contact me for Buying or selling

Houses, Condos, Estates, Income Propeties,

Commercial Building,Commercial Lease and Hospitality

cell Number : (949) 300-4195

Email: fredmandegari@firstteam.com
Log on for listing: www.LivelnOC.com
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Editor’s Note

By Mehrdad Mondegari

I'had just finished dropping off a bundle
of the Zoroastrian Journal at a crowded
Persian market when a lady stopped me
to ask about the journal. She was very
surprised when I told her that our jour-
nal is a publication of the California
Zoroastrian Center. She did not know
that many Zoroastrians have relocated
to this part of the world. She remem-
bered Zoroastrians as nice and humble
people whose religion is the original re-
ligion of Iran. Our conversation ended
with my promise to send her books and
publications about Zoroastrians and the
California Zoroastrian Center (CZC).
After this incident, I thought to myself
that the Zoroastrian Journal is not only
a great tool at spreading Zarthushtra’s
message but is also great at giving com-
munity news and information to the
Persian community. And this is only
the beginning. The ZJ can serve and
reach Zoroastrian communities around
the world, the communities which are
rapidly growing in population.

The Z religion is part of Persian history.
Zoroastrians have suffered tremendous-
ly throughout their history, receiving
bad treatment at the hands of cruel gov-
ernments who tried to end the Zartho-
shti religion. A couple of the darkest
periods were during the Safaviyeh and
Qajar monarchies which brought the
Zoroastrian population down to thou-
sands.

Zoroastrianism has been (and continues
to be) an integral part of the glorious
history of Persia. Now with many in the
world, Persians among them, returning
to their roots, Zoroastrianism is a viable
and fitting alternative. This, along with
other circumstances, is making our re-
ligion grow.

According to the World Christian En-
cyclopedia (published in 2001), com-
paring world religions and their growth
rate for ten years (1990-2000), the
Zoroastrian religion has the highest
growth rate, standing at 2.65 percent.
Also according to Britannica 2004 and
Almanac 2006, the Z population is list-
ed as below:

Africa: 900

Asia: 2.5 million

Europe: 90,000

North America: 82,000

Australia: 3,200

This brings the total Zoroastrian popu-
lation to 2,700,000 people around the
world.

I believe that this growth chart cannot
be accurate as most Zoroastrian cen-
ters cannot keep a good record of their
members due to the migration and fre-
quent moves of the members and con-
verts. Some believe that the Zoroastrian
population around the world could be
well over five million.

I suggest that a centralized worldwide
organization be formed to put all the
different Zoroastrian centers under the
same umbrella for better unity and com-
munications and a good record of the
Zoroastrian population. The California
Zoroastrian Center has been one of the
first centers outside of Iran to have done
a great job in keeping track of the sur-
rounding Zoroastrian population and
bringing together various groups of Zo-
roastrians in Southern California. We
now should expand our scope over time
from regional, to national and finally
international Zoroastrians.
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Fire

By: Dr. Ali A. Jafarey

Greatest Discovery: Take away fire, and
man (standing for both the genders).
will revert to wilderness like any other
animal! The greatest discovery made
by.man alone on this good earth is the
art of making and maintaining fire. He,
like.any other animal, had seen fire strik-
ing from clouds, devouring bushes and
trees, and devastating large tracts of green
land. He had also seen fire being spewed
by a volcano and the molten lava snak-
ing and snarling its way down the slopes.
He also knew it gave heat and scared fero-
cious animals. Though it is still not proven,
he most probably had learned how to keep
it burning. It provided him and his asso-
ciates with light, warmth, and a device to
keep ferocious animals away. He must have
also learned to control fire which, in the
long run, helped him to smelt metal ores.
But man did not know how to kindle it.
The day he discovered this art, he sepa-
rated for good from the animal kingdom
that roamed the earth. He had discovered
the source of light, heat, and energy — the
very basis of civilization. Fire helped man
to reduce nomadism and develop social
and political institutions connected with a
fixed abode.

Legends of how man learned to make
fire are as numerous as there are ancient
nations. A god bringing it or stealing it
down from the sky is but an allusion to
lightning striking and starting a fire. That
it was thrown up by the earth reminds us
of a volcanic eruption. That it was brought
down a tree by a wise man indicates that
it was obtained from a burning tree. That
it is a product of two rubbing branches or
a child of ten mothers, points to the much
later discovery of creating friction by plac-
ing a stick in a wooden groove and rub-
bing, rather rotating the stick with two
palms, the ten fingers, the ten mothers.
The most striking is the Iranian legend,
preserved, among other writings, in Fer-
dowsi’s Shahnameh. Here is the gist of
Shahnameh'’s story:

Hushang

Hushang succeeded his grandfather Ka-
yumars, the first of the Pishdadian Kings,
when human beings were still cave-dwell-
ers. He girdled himself with wisdom and
justice.

The Discovery of Fire

Our ancestors worshipped God, had their
beliefs, and followed certain ceremonies.
In those days, the blazing fire was the altar
just as the Arabs have stone as their prayer
niche. But the discovery of fire was quite
incidental. This happened before iron was
discovered. One cold day, Hushang and his
party were returning from a hunting expedi-
tion. They saw a snake coiled in their path.
Hushang aimed his flint axe at it. He missed
and the snake slithered away. But the axe
hit another stone, also a flint and produced a
bright spark. The curious king took hold of
the two flints and struck more sparks. And

he learned to produce enough sparks to ig-
nite a fire. He discovered how to make fire!
“This spark,” he proclaimed, ‘is God’s gift.
Hold it high in regard.” He thanked God
for the gift and made fire his altar. He held
a great feast. Every person sang, danced,
drank, and feasted around the bonfire.

For the first time, Hushang and his
people could light their dark caves and
feel cozy and warm in their beds. They
passed a wonderful winter. Hushang
never forgot his revolutionary discov-
ery. He held a great feast every year
on that eventful day. It is called Sadeh.
He was the first to separate iron from ore
and established the profession of smith-
ery. He fashioned axes, saws, and adzes.
In short: Fire was accidentally discovered
when a flint-axe, thrown by King Hushang
to kill a snake, missed and struck a rock
and threw a spark. That sparked the idea
of kindling fire by striking two pieces of
flint together. This theory is confirmed by
archeologists as the most probable means
of its discovery in the early Stone Age.
Hushang, the Iranian legend says, cele-
brated the discovery by throwing a feast, a
feast that has been kept alive through ages.
It is held every year on 10 Bahman (30
January), almost mid-winter. It is called
Sadeh, meaning ‘century’ because accord-
ing to one popular tradition, it falls on the
hundredth day from 21 October, the begin-
ning of winter among ancient Iranians. Or,
as I see it, it is the contracted form of the
Avestan saredha, Persian sard, meaning
‘cold, winter’.

On that afternoon, people gather outside
their town, make a hill of dry shrubs, bush-
es, weeds, and branches. Priests lead the
prayers, exalting fire as the divine light,
warmth, and energy, ask God for an ever-
progressing life to eternal happiness, and
as the sun sets in the blazing west, they set
the hill ablaze. It is a sight to watch huge
leaping flames. Those at home light little
bonfires on top of their flat mud-plastered
“fire-safe’ roofs — a tribute to the civilized
blessings given by the discovery of kin-
dling fire.

Venerating Fire

Ata time when man was hunted and haunt-
ed, he discovered fire, and that changed
his whole pattern of life. No wonder the
blazing fire soon became the object of
veneration, especially when his imagina-
tion formed for him many forms of deities.
Fire became a deity too, a deity too close
and touching. The sky god was sky high,
the earth goddess was earth wide, the wind
god was blowing across, the sun god/god-
dess was traveling light, the moon god
was waxing to wane, and the water god-
dess was streaming by.

Fire was the only deity that sat very cozy
and close. It held a special position. It was
kindled with care and was kept alive with
more care. It gave light. It gave heat. It
gave power. It turned night into day and
winter into spring. It baked clay into pots,
and smelted metal into instruments. It

frightened away dangerous animals, and
above all, it made the daily food tender
and tasty. It had revolutionized human
living. It required constant attention, and
attention meant attraction and affection. It
became special. It had a special seat, the
hearth. It became the center of his activi-
ties — cooking, eating, conversing, sleep-
ing, and of course, receiving his homage.
Moreover, it went up the sky in a smoke
column. The fire god had contact with the
gods and goddesses above and with men
and women below. He was the intermedi-
ary, and the hearth became the altar, the
carliest altar. All the gifts presented to
deity and deities — animal fat and flesh,
grains, food, sweet smelling herbs and
wood — were put to burn and rise in smoke
to reach the deity/deities. It was a smoky,
smelly offering!

Ever-burning

Kindling fire by striking flints or rubbing
sticks was no easy job. It was much easier
to keep it burning. Man learned that fire
can sleep snugly beneath ashes and arise
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glowing when blown into flames. The habit
of keeping fire alive through sleeping and
leaping became a habit. Habit forms tradi-
tion. The hearth fire and later the temple
fire became an ever-burning fire.
Tradition becomes sacred. Sacredness de-
mands ritual. Ritual becomes elaborate.
Once sanctified and ritualized, even when
well out-dated and fossilized, a tradition
cannot be easily abandoned by conserva-
tives. Matchsticks and gas and electric
lighters have put out the hearth fire, and
yet I know in Iran there are still old ladies,
Zoroastrians and Muslims, whose hearth
fire is never extinguished. My mother and
mother-in-law, one from Kerman and the
other from Shiraz, 300 miles apart, had the
hearth fire going as long as they lived. If it
could be like this with homes, what should
one expect from places of worship?

Fire has served as the altar, the illuminat-
ing light, for many religions. Fire, in the
form of candid candle, lighted lamp, burn-
ing incense, and blazing wood, still adorns
prayer niches, rooms and halls all over the
world.

Fire altars and temples

Hearth fire is venerated in the Atash
Nyayesh in the Later Avesta. This is the
earliest form of it, and it formed the altar
for all domestic rituals. The Haptanghaiti in
the Gathic dialect mentions fire-enclosure
as a communal altar. Median and Achae-
menian bas-reliefs show persons standing,
with uplifted arms in the Gathic fashion,
in front of fire altars. Plinths at Pasargadae

confirm the fire-enclosure, the Gathic com-
munal fire altars. Open fire altars survive
at Nagsh-e Rostam from Sassanian days
too. Avestan texts speak of no fire-temple
or fire-house. It did not exist in those days.
The temple is an Elamite and Babylon gift
to Median and Persian Zoroastrians. Par-
thians and Sassanians followed with in-
creasing elaborations. Ruins of Zoroastrian
fire-temples of pre-Islamic era spread from
Iraq to the Pamirs and beyond. I have visit-
ed, lit a candle and prayed at many, includ-
ing the one on the Kharg Island in the Per-
sian Gulf and those in Persepolis, Nagsh-e
Rostam, Pasargadae, Isfahan, Khuzistan,
Azerbaijan in Iran, and Taxila in Paki-
stan. Various grades of fire-temple are also
the evolution of elaborating the system.
Atash Bahram, the Victory Fire, at pres-
ent the highest consecrated temple, is a
Sassanian innovation. When Ardeshir
Babakan, the founder of the dynasty, rose
against the Parthian rule and won a victory
against Vologeses V in 224 CE, he had to
fight many a battle to conquer the vast em-
pire. Wherever and whenever, he scored a
victory over his enemies, he would erect
one ‘Victory Fire’ temple
in memory. His successors
continued with erecting
Atash Bahrams and other
fire-temples.

History books written by
Muslim travelers speak of
fire-temples miraculously
lit without being fed by
any firewood. They were
in the oil-rich regions,
from present-day Khuz-
istan in Iran to Azerbai-
jan in the former Soviet
Union. They were fed by
natural gas, harnessed by
the experts in those days. The one in Baku
has been reconstructed by the authorities
there and has the gas fire on. The gas-fed
Azar Goshnasb temple in Azerbaijan, Iran,
was where the Sassanian emperors were
crowned. Recent excavations have re-
vealed the baked clay pipeline to the fire-
altar. This makes the present gas-fed fire
altars in North America and Iran no inno-
vation; rather they follow the past in mod-
ern times. They are far less air polluting,
do not devour firewood and therefore play
no part in deforestation. Once installed in
a temple, they became a tradition. That tra-
dition continues. I would add that it should
continue with modern modifications.
Already a number of prayer rooms and
Dar-e Mehrs in North America and Europe
— including the Zarathushtrian Assembly
prayer hall — are lit by natural gas. The
Sassanians had two other major fire-tem-
ples. Azar Farnbagh, for the Priestly class,
was in Nishabur, Khorassan, northeast
Iran, and Azar Borzin, for the Agricultural
and Industrious class, was in Darab, Pars,
southern Iran.

Incidentally, the domed Muslim mosque
is the continuation of the Sassanian ar-
chitecture for the fire-temple. The dome
stood above the fire-altar. All that the Ar-
abs or Iranian converts to Islam had to do
was remove the altar and prepare the hall
for their prayers. Some of the old former
fire-temples, turned into congregational
mosques, still have the fire-altars placed
in their yards and filled with water. The
domed building is not an Arabian archi-
tecture at all. It is [ranian.
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Temple of Mithras
returning home

The Temple of Mithras in London is to return to its original location. One of the
most important Roman archaeological discoveries of the twentieth century, it was
unearthed beneath Walbrook, a London street, during construction work in 1954.
The temple dates back to the mid-third century and originally stood on the east bank
of the river Walbrook, which is now covered over. It was moved to make way for
construction, then rebuilt at Temple Court, Queen Victoria Street in 1962.

[ : —] Now it is to return to its original
location by the Walbrook river as
part of a £300 million ($580 mil-
lion) development called Walbrook
Square. The project is funded by the
Legal & General Insurance Group
and backed by the City of London
Corporation and the preservation
charity English Heritage. It will be
moved either stone by stone or in
sections, to be completed by 2010.
The temple was dedicated to the
Hellenistic and Roman god Mithras
(avariant of Mithra, the Persian god
of sun and light), after legionaries
allegedly brought the religious sys-
tem of Mithraism back from the East. In the fourth century, it was rededicated to Bac-
chus, the Roman god of wine.

Among the sculptures found was a head of Mithras (now housed at the Museum of
London) and a marble relief showing Mithras killing the astral bull Tauroctony, a cen-
tral image in Mithraism. An inscription dated 307-310 CE reads, ‘For the Salvation of
our lords the four emperors and the noble Caesar, to the god Mithras, the Invincible
Sun from the east to the west.’

A spokesman for Legal & General said, ‘There was a big campaign in the Fifties to
preserve the temple and it became a bit of a cause célebre. Our plan is to relocate the
remains to their original location and create a better representation of what it would
have looked like.’
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1635 S. Rancho Santa Fe Rd. #203
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* Over 19 years active experience in Martial Arts
* 13 years teaching group and private lessons
* Adults and children, ages 7 and up
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Bravo Iranian-Americans!

An MIT Study
on Iranians in the US

By Phyllis McIntosh

Iranian-Americans are far more numerous in the United States than census data in-
dicate and are among the most highly educated people in the country, according to
research by the Iranian Studies Group (ISG), an independent academic organization
at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).

The group estimates that the actual number of Iranian-Americans may top 691,000
—more than twice the figure of 338,000 cited in the 2000 US census. According to the
latest census data available, more than one in four Iranian-Americans holds a master’s
or doctoral degree, the highest rate among 67 ethnic groups studied. With their high
level of educational attainment and a median family income 20 percent higher than
the national average, Iranian-Americans contribute substantially to the US economy.

Through surveys of Fortune 500 companies and other major corporations, the re-
search identified more than 50 Iranian-Americans in senior leadership positions at
companies with more than $200 million in asset value, including General Electric,
AT&T, Verizon, Intel, Cisco, Motorola, Oracle, Nortel Networks, Lucent Technolo-
gies, and eBay.

Fortune magazine ranks Pierre Omidyar, founder and chairman of the board of eBay,
the wildly popular online auction company, as the second richest American entrepre-
neur under age 40.

Iranian-Americans are also prominent in academia. According to a preliminary list
compiled by ISG, there are more than 500 Iranian-American professors teaching and
doing research at top-ranked US universities, including MIT, Harvard, Yale, Princ-
eton, Carnegie Mellon, the University of California system (Berkeley, UCLA, etc.),
Stanford, the University of Southern California, Georgia Tech, University of Wiscon-
sin, University of Michigan, University of Illinois, University of Maryland, California
Institute of Technology, Boston University, George Washington University, and hun-
dreds of other universities and colleges throughout the United States.

The ISG, founded in 2002 by a group of Iranian PhD candidates enrolled at MIT, ana-
lyzes social, economic, and political issues involving Iran and Iranians. The group be-
gan compiling statistics on the Iranian-American community at the request of Iranian
associations and community leaders in the United States who do not have the time or
capacity to conduct such research.

The ISG arrived at its population estimate of 691,000 Iranian-Americans by assem-
bling a list of 100 family names from the national university examination database
in Iran, then conducting a computer analysis of US white page telephone directories
to count households with those names. They then multiplied that total by 2.83, the
average number of individuals per Iranian-American household as reported in the
2000 census. Overall census counts of Iranian-Americans may be low in part because
many people are reluctant to identify their country of origin due to troubled relations
between the United States and Iran over the past 25 years, says Ali Mostashari, one of
the founders of the Iranian Studies Group

Iranians have achieved a high level of success in the United States because unlike
many immigrants, most left their homeland for social, political, or religious reasons,
rather than in search of economic opportunity, Mostashari adds. The two large waves
of immigrants who came to the United States because of the 1979 revolution in Iran
consisted mainly of people with education and assets, he notes. ‘These were people
who could make it to the US and sustain themselves in the US. It was a pre-selection,
not your typical immigration where people come mainly for financial reasons,” he said.
In another recently issued report, the Iranian Studies Group has undertaken the mis-
sion of convincing Iranian-Americans to become more active participants in the
American political process.

According to surveys in some major cities, fewer than 10 percent voted in the last
presidential election. The report cites the experiences of other ethnic groups, such
as Israeli-Americans, Arab-Americans and Cuban-Americans, to show how Iranians
could use their collective voice to influence US foreign policy regarding Iran and ad-
dress the needs of the Iranian-American community.

In addition to its focus on Iranian-Americans, the ISG issues reports about topical
issues in Iran, such as earthquake management, and publishes the Iran Analysis Quar-
terly, which features scholarly articles about social, political, and economic issues in
Iran. Through its Development Gateway Project, the group has established Internet
links to some 400 articles representing a wide spectrum of views about Iranian de-
velopment issues. A lecture series brings experts from Iran and the United States to
MIT to discuss a broad range of topics, such as The Fate of Local Democracy under
the Islamic Republic, Nonviolent Struggle: Liberation Without Violence, Temporary
Marriage and Women'’s Rights, and Rethinking Persian Modernity.

More information about the Iranian Studies Group is available on its website,

http://web.mit.edu/isg
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Yalda

Yalda is celebrated on the first day of winter which
is December 21 and the longest night or shortest
day. Our ancestors learned that after the first day of
winter, the days got longer while the nights became
shorter. And since day light was very important for
their existence, they celebrated Yalda as the night
where light conquered darkness.
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Guess what !!!

During the Winter Holidays our Christian
friends celebrate Christmas, our Jewish friends
celebrate Hanukah and our African American
friends celebrate Kwanza and we, their Zoroas-
trian friends celebrate Yalda.

How Do We Celebrate Yalda?

In my family, we bring a planted Cypress tree in the
house and decorate it with Fravahar ornaments and
gold globes (representing the light and the Sun for the
coming longer days).

On the night of Yalda, we invite Grandparents,
family and friends over for dinner and enjoy a
wonderful family gathering. We also lay a table
with winter fruits, dried fruits and nuts. Grown ups
later that night enjoy reading poetry together.

OQQF N Celebrating Yalda is a lot of fun! Celebrate it with your
%@5 g"@ family. Keep it alive and share it with your friends.
o}
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Youth of California Zoroastrian Center
organize a variety of different events:

» Weekly events like Movie Nights every Friday at 8:00 PM
* Monthly events like hiking, picnics
* Discussion Panels on whatever you like to discuss

For more information on youth events refer to http://www.yczc.com

You can support our youth group by sending comments, feed-
backs and suggestions to:

YCZC(@WCZC.0rg
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Yalda S O n g by Armita Dalal s
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(sing with the twinkle, twinkle melody)

Yalda, Yalda the longest night of year
The first day of winter, every year.

December twenty first we celebrate at night;
Family and friends get together with all might;

Yalda, Yalda the longest night of year
The first day of winter, every year.

Lay a special table with fruits and nuts;
Have a very merry time and have lots of fun.

Yalda, Yalda the longest night of year
The first day of winter, every year.

& Happy Yalda! 5.

Puzzle

Top to Bottom

1. God’s Name in the Zartoshti Religion.
4. Name of the book Written by Ashu
Zartosht.

Left to Right 2

2. Point of worship in the Zartoshti Religion.
3. Righteousness.
5. The longest night of the year.

Funnies:
Retold by Shireen Dalal, age 6
Why did the witch land in the sand??

Because she was a sandwich.

Retold by Shahyan Dalal, age 10
Why was the skeleton scared to cross the road?

Because it did not have any guts!

Send your jokes or comments to:
CA Zoroastrian Center (Attn: Armita Dalal)
8952 Hazard Avenue Westminster, C 92683
Or

info@czcjournal.org
for Subject put Kids Corner
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Assessing the Youth Involvement in the Zarathushti Religion:

Where Do We Go?

By Nikan H. Khatibi

Take a careful look at the following num-
bers. Today, nearly two-thirds of Ameri-
cans (67 percent) consider religion very
important. Fully nine-of-ten pray at least
once a week and the overwhelming major-
ity of individuals who pray describe God in
very personal terms. However, only about
half (54 percent) of college graduates con-
sider religion very important, compared
to two-thirds (67 percent) of high school
graduates and three-quarters (75 percent)
ofthose who have not finished high school.
Why such the gloomy numbers for youth
as they get more educated?

I read a study which stated that 50 per-
cent of youth indicated they just needed a
good reason to get involved. The choices
that young people make are a product of
their upbringing and the availability of
religious options. The most important fac-
tor, however, is the youths” own spiritual
preferences and agency. Their style of at-
tachment to parents determines how likely
they are to follow in their parents’ religious
footsteps. Securely attached youth are
likely to adopt the faith (or lack of faith)
of their parents. On the other hand, those
youth who are not as close to their parents
are likely to distance themselves from
their parents either by curtailing religious
practices or by joining a different religious
organization and seeking attachment and
family. Youth also change their pattern
of religious involvement because of peer
invitation or to avoid cliques, but peers
do not have a strong influence on youths’
deeply held spiritual beliefs. When moti-

vated to change religious affiliation, youth
generally switch to similar organizations
they find that have the desired character-
istics that were missing in the ones they
leave behind.

This characterization of youths’ religious
involvement as mainly a matter of their
own choice and agency is at considerable
variance with that of traditional social and
psychological theory. Traditional perspec-
tives assume that young people’s religi-
osity is mainly a function of the strength
of societal pressures around them and
youths’ own pliability to them. Monumen-
tal evidence has proven this false. Rather
than being dull and compliant to the wish-
es of adults, young people seriously seek-
ing spiritual growth and commitment tend
to avoid religious contexts that are adult-
oriented and paternalistic. Ask any youth
and they will tell you that a youth-oriented
event such as a church camp or local trip
was more important in their spiritual de-
velopment rather than a more adult orient-
ed event such as a Shah Nameh reading or
historical discussion.

Although activities such as these are of
great importance to the understanding of
the religion and culture, they should be
incorporated into learning once the initial
spiritual connection has been established.
Religious organizations that successfully
foster youth involvement offer youth-ori-
ented contexts of spiritual development,
but also provide youth with a role in the
larger religious community that is consis-
tent with their almost-adult status.

Claremont Graduate University
Council of Zoroastrian Studies
Presents

YULE

Zoroastrian Celebration of Winter Solstice
Sunday December 10, 2006
FREE ADMISSION

This Yalda (Yule) festival will offer Cultural programs with
Music and Dance.

Time: 12:00 noon to 4:00 PM Persian Food available
Place: International Place Claremont McKenna College
390 East Ninth Street
Claremont, CA 91711
For more information please call

909-625-1114

Directions:
From Orange County take 57 North to the 10 East and from LA take 10 East, Exit
Indian Hill Blvd. Make Left on Ramp (head North ) drive approx. 2 miles, make
Right on 10th Street, Right on Columbia and Left on 9th Street.
The parking is at the end of the street, on the left hand side.

On a personal basis, I have found that
younger people — 18 to 35 year olds — are
looking for more spiritual meaning in
their lives. They’re faced with the ultimate
questions, such as what they’re supposed
to be living for or questions regarding their
social patterns. These are questions that
can be applied to the Zarathushti religion
in its own contexts. It seems that we focus
so heavily on discussing the past history
of our religion (which is great), but we all
tend to forget the importance of discussing
current and future situations that our reli-
gion faces. We need to step into today’s
world and apply the theories and beliefs of
the past, today.

What can parents do?

Poor parents — it always seems to come
back on their shoulders. With this, I con-
tinue to feel strongly that the appropriate
role of concerned adults is to serve as a re-
source and facilitate a process over which
youth themselves have ultimate control.
If parents compel religious attendance
strongly enough to damage the youth-
parent relationship, it will likely have the
opposite effect to the one intended. The
strength and stability of youths’ relation-
ships to religious parents, other involved
adults, and peers motivates them to in-
vest in those relationships via religious
participation. This helps them to begin or
strengthen an existing personal relation-
ship to God to which they are introduced
through religious attendance. Should they
develop such a relationship, it usually be-
comes their main motivation for religious
participation.

I feel especially compelled with this re-
lationship because if the goal is to ensure
that the youth of tomorrow will remain in-
volved in religion and continue to receive
its benefits across major life transitions,
such as going to college, they must find
their connection themselves. I made that

point earlier when I stated the decline in
percentage of youth who think religion is
important between the time they enter col-
lege and leave — probably because college
is where pre-existing personal ties can no
longer hold them to a religious affiliation
on their own.

So finally... What’s the answer?

As wishful as I am, there is no simple an-
swer. Just like there is no simple answer on
how to raise your child successfully, there
is no set of plans that can tell you how
to make your child involved in the Zara-
thushti religion. But what both youth and
parents can do is work together to make
it work. Right off the bat, parents can en-
courage, not force, their children to get
involved in the community, dareh-mehr
activities, online discussions and so forth.
In addition, in order for the youth to over-
come the initial barrier of involvement, it
would be incumbent upon the association
leaders to create exceptional programs that
deal directly with issues and activities that
youth are interested in. Sunday school is a
great activity, but that may not be the only
way to attract youth involvement. Other
activities must be organized that pertain
to youth interests, such as discussions on
friendships, dating, politics, and so forth.
From there, youth will develop their con-
nection with Ahura Mazda and the need
for self-religious education.

At the same time, youth must take a per-
sonal initiative to get involved in religious
and cultural activities in hopes of estab-
lishing that spiritual connection. Simply
taking a passive approach to spirituality
will not feed the hunger of the inner soul.
Zarathushti youth all around the world owe
it to themselves to give this religion an op-
portunity to grow within them. Many have
successfully established a relationship
with the Zarathushti religion through their
own will and desire... Is it time for you?

CALIFORNIA ZOROASTRIAN CENTER
PRESENTS

NEW YEAR EVE PARTY 2007

BACK BY POPULOR REQUEST

ROYA

Ring in the New Year with dancing to this famous
Persian singer & her orchestra
Complete with dinner and midnight champagne

Place: Morvarid Hall
Tickets Price: Advance $ 50
At the door: $ 55

Childern: 10 and under $ 25

To purchase your ticket in advance Please call

CZC At:
714- 893-47377




LITERATURE

The Zoroastrian Journal Winter 2006

“Mehdi Akhavan-e- Sales”

Mahzad Shahriari

Mehdi Akhavan Sales (M. Omid) was
born in 1928, in Mashhad, Khorasan.
He died in 1990 in Tehran. His tomb is
in Tons near Ferdowsi’s grave.

The critics consider Mehdi Akhavan
Sales as one of the best contemporary
Persian poets. He is one of the pioneers
of Free Verse (New Style Poetry) in
Persian literature, particularly of mod-
ern style epics. It was his ambition, for
a long time, to introduce a fresh style in
the Persian poetry.

Prayer

There was a garden and a valley with
moon-lit scenery the objects were the
same size as their shadows. While
everyone’s eyes were closed, my eyes
were wide open, starting at the horizon and the dear mysteries of night.

There was no sound

Except the sound of the night’s secrets,

And the sound of water, soft breezes, crickets, and the sound of amazing wakefulness
(I was drunk)

I gotup

Went toward the brook;

What was flowing in the brook?

Water!?

Or perhaps it was as Hafiz said:

“Your life.”

I performed my ablution with shame and self-abandon I was drunk, wasted
But it was a dear and sincere moment,

I picked up a leaf,

From the closest walnut tree

My gaze was gone, as far as it could

My prayer-rug was the green-dewed-grass of the garden my quiblah could be any-
where

A loved-mad drunk

Is talking to you

- I am drunk but I know I exist....

Hey, you who have brought all the thing into being

Tell me
Do you yourself exist?

“Walk A Mile In My Shoes”

by Joe South

If I could be you and you could be me for just one hour

If we could find a way to get inside each other’s mind

If you could see me through your eyes instead of your ego
I believe you’d be surprised to see that you’d been blind.

Walk a mile in my shoes, walk a mile in my shoes
And before you abuse, criticize and accuse
Walk a mile in my shoes.

Now your whole world you see around you is just a reflection
And the law of common says you reap just what you sow

So unless you’ve lived a life of total perfection

You’d better be careful of every stone that you throw.

Walk a mile in my shoes, walk a mile in my shoes
And before you abuse, criticize and accuse
Walk a mile in my shoes.

And yet we spend the day throwing stones at one another
‘Cause I don’t think or wear my hair the same way you do
Well I may be common people but I’m your brother

And when you strike out and try to hurt me its a-hurting’ you.

Walk a mile in my shoes, walk a mile in my shoes
And before you abuse, criticize and accuse
Walk a mile in my shoes.

There are people on reservations and out in the ghettos

And brother there but for the grace of God go you and I

If I only had the wings of a little angel

Don’t you know I’d fly to the top of the mountain, and then I’d cry.

Walk a mile in my shoes, walk a mile in my shoes
And before you abuse, criticize and accuse
Walk a mile in my shoes, shoes.

g g
Nobody is Around,

Let’s look deep inside

- Live in an attitude of positive expectancy, knowing that everything that happens in
your life benefits you in some way.

- Never take away anyone’s hope. That may be all they have
- When you lose don’t lose the lesson

- Open your arms to change, but don’t let go of your values
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GATHA SECTION

The Concept of Asha
in Zoroastrianism

By Behram Deboo

Asha, in the Gathas, is one of the six at-
tributes Zarathushtra ascribes to Ahura
Mazda. It is a poetic form of arta, areta or
Vedic rita or rta in Sanskrit.

These words are many millennia old. Ary-
ans (Iranians and Hindus) were familiar
with the concept of Asha. So this concept
is older than the Gathas.

Aryans used arta as a prefix to Aryan prop-
er names. (Please note, the word Aryan is
used here to mean Indo-Iranian people.)

Historical evidence

In ancient times, Aryan tribes made use
of these words frequently. One of the
tribes named Mittani established a pow-
erful kingdom around Northern Meso-
potamia and Syria. A letter written by
Dushratta, a Mittani king who ruled this
area around 1600 BCE, was found and
deciphered from clay tablets discovered
in the Middle Egypt. It was transcribed in
cuneiform language to his brother-in-law
Amenhetep III of Egypt. In that letter, he
mentions the names of his two brothers,
namely Artashumara and Artama. The
last one was the name of his grandfather
also. Zarathushtra does not use these stem
words in the Gathas. However, we find
them in the Pahlavi and Old Persian writ-
ings. What does Asha mean?

Before we go to Gathas where Zarathush-
tra expounds Asha, it will be proper to find
out what it meant to the Aryans. Accord-
ing to late Dr. Radhakrishnan, a Vedic phi-
losopher, ‘Rta is the universal essence of
things; it is the truth of things. Everything
that is ordered in the universe has rta for
its principle.’ It is the balance of motion.
For example, the solar system is moving
200 miles per second while our Milky
Way galaxy is speeding up in space 600
miles per second. Our Earth is revolving
on its own axis and rotates around the sun.
Yet, all these motions are harmonious with
each other. No wonder Einstein said, ‘God
does not play dice with the universe.” Sci-
entifically looking, Cosmo-genesis and
biogenesis represent a system called Di-
vine Proportion in which everything has
its unique feature and size.

Asha in the Gathas

Asha is thus the right order that Zarathush-
tra extends to human ethics. It is the best
truth or righteousness, Asha Vahishta. It is
the best expression of purity. It is the pivot
around which the ethics of Zarathushtra

revolves. Asha Vahishta, later on, becomes
Ardibehehst wrongly used in Persian as
Ordibehesht.

When we read the Avesta, old or young,
we find Asha or related words innumer-
able times. In Gathas, Asha or words de-
rived from Asha occur about 170 times. In
the Ahunavaiti Gatha alone, they occur 80
times. In Y 28.2 (Ahunavaiti Gatha), the first
time, Zarathushtra uses Ashat derived from
Asha. He prays Ahura Mazda to grant the
blessings of both the existences, physical
and spiritual (mental) through Asha so that
he may lead his companions to the abode
of light. He sings songs praising Asha and
Good Mind as never before to seek sup-
port and teach others to endeavor for Asha.
Zarathushtra has realized the Good Mind
(Vohu Manah) and is longing to have the
vision of Asha. He prays for a long life
through Asha.

Zarathushtra first time uses Asha Vahishta
in'Y 28.8 where with love, he prays to Ahu-
ra Mazda who is in harmony with Asha
Vahishta (the best truth, righteousness or
best order). Does that mean Ahura Mazda
is in harmony with the Cosmos? Zara-
thushtra says he has always followed the
principles of Asha so that he could learn
when the Creation came into being through
the thoughts and words of Ahura Mazda.
When the soul of the living world com-
plains to Ahura Mazda about strife and
discord, Asha is consulted to find a soul
who can be the spiritual leader of the world
and who can offer protection and fostering
fervor. Asha replies that no spiritual leader
is known. Ahura Mazda puts this question
to Vohu Manah (the Good Mind) who re-
plies, ‘It is Spitama Zarathushtra.” He will
promote Asha and bring those who have
strayed away from God to the righteous
path. The soul of the living world prays
to Ahura Mazdato grant Zarathushtra and
his followers strength and power through
Asha and Vohu Manah, so that he may
bring peace and tranquility to the suffering
humanity.

There is so much fighting, dissension and
hatred going in this world. Wars, destruc-
tion and ethnic cleansing are rampant, rag-
ing and widespread. Zarathushtra should
be a beacon of light, hope and inspiration
not only to Zoroastrians but to non-Zo-
roastrians too. No wonder the symbol of
Asha is fire that throws light on darkness
and enlightens the whole of creation.

(To be continued)
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Yahoo! Yahoo!

Or Yatha Ahu!

By Behram Deboo

We all know the famous Yahoo web browser and
its Yahoo mail. Do you know where the name
originated? Probably, the Yahoo people do not
either.

We will journey through a few pages of the history
of India to learn this. India, though an Aryan
country, also came under the rule of Muslim
kings. Today, we will only deal with the most
famous Moghul king by the name of Akbar. He
ruled India with tolerance and magnanimity
from 1556 to 1605 ACE. It was a period of
glorious time for all his subjects. He reminds
us of Cyrus the Great, as he was tolerant of all
religions. He did not like the Islamic orthodoxy
that discriminated against non-Muslims. Like
the Interfaith Council, he invited all the clerics
from different religions. He amalgamated the
tenets of these religions into the formation of a new religion called Din-e-Ilahi to
foster unity and peace.

Among the clerics, there was a righteous Zoroastrian man, Dastur Mehrji Rana, the
High Priest of Parsis of Navsari. This priest lit the fire with sandalwood and recited
Avesta in his resounding voice. It just happens that in the court of Akbar, there was an
extraordinary, highly-talented Durbar singer known as Mian Tansen, a Muslim. His
singing was almost magical. Akbar rewarded him with gold, diamonds and properties.
The light of his fame still shines in India even after four hundred years.

Most Indians know him as the superb composer of many Raghas (melodies). He heard
Dastur singing Yatha Ahu Vairyo and wrote Khial in Hindi. He dedicated it to Dastur
Mehrji Rana.

The English translation is as follows:

Mian Tansen’s Khial on Dastur Mehrji Rana
Yahoo! The Parsi’s prayer is accepted.

Yahoo! Whatever the Parsi requested is accepted.
Even as clouds rise from the burning of fragrant sandalwood and incense.
Yahoo! The Parsi prayer is accepted.

Oh, Shah Mehryar, with your, long, long beard,
Your face glows with the Light of God.

Yahoo! The Parsi’s prayer is accepted.

Thus says: Mian Tansen:

‘Hearken, O Shah Akbar,

Here stands the Flower of Paradise.”*

Yahoo! The Parsi’s prayer is accepted.

Note: This poem is taken from a historical book called ‘The Parsis’ by Piloo Nanavaty. Tansen writes the
word ‘Yahoo’ as one word in Hindi. So I made the similar change. However, many decades ago when this
poem was translated, the author divided it into two words, Ya hoo! The note adds: ‘The Sufi saints, when
practicing jikra, a form of ecstatic chanting, would recite the word, Allah when inhaling and hoo when
exhaling.’

However, according to the late Behram D. Pithavala, a great scholar of Zoroastrian studies, “Ya hoo’ refers
to the opening line of the most sacred of Zoroastrian prayers: “Yatha Ahu Vairyo’ which Dastur Mehrji Rana
must have chanted when standing before the sacred fire he lit at the court of Akbar. I may add here that Mian
Tansen calls Dastur ‘Shah Mehryar’, the king and friend of light.

* ‘Flower of Paradise’ was a common epithet applied to Sufi saints, says the note. Thus Tansen gives the
highest honor to Dastur Mehrji Rana.
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ONE by ONE
We Can Make Poverty History

By: Niaz Kasravi, Ph.D.

On Being Born Wealthy :

I always think about how lucky I am to have been born into my family. After all, I
opened my eyes to the world, surrounded by a family who loves me, who has been able
to provide food, shelter, a good education, and the many luxuries that life has to offer.
But, many people in the world have not been so fortunate. In fact, it is estimated that
20% of the world’s population — more than 1 billion people - live in extreme poverty.
This means that they survive on less than $1 a day, something that most of us cannot
even imagine. Compared to those 1 billion people, every single one of us is extremely
wealthy.

On Being Born Healthy

I am also thankful that I was born with all ten fingers, all ten toes, and in amazing good
health. Do you know how lucky you are if the same is true for you? Imagine having
been born with a devastating disease. Imagine being born with HIV. Imagine being born
into a family that suffers through extreme poverty every day. This is the reality for many
kids and many people in the world. 70% of the world’s HIV-positive population lives in
Sub-Saharan Africa alone. Imagine being born into that.

On the Tendency to Be Ignorant

In future years, our children and our children’s children will look at history, will look at
our era and wonder how we could have failed to do anything to help this region of the
world. How could we have not known that so many helpless children are born and live
in this reality, a reality that seems more like “hell” to the rest of us. History, I believe,
will prove our failure to take action to alleviate this condition as one of our gravest
oversights.

Consider some of the stories that all of us hear about the Holocaust and the people
who lived through that era, stories that tell of the complete lack of knowledge about the
atrocities that Hitler and the Nazis were committing against the Jews. Then consider,
are we doing the same thing? Are we closing our eyes and living in ignorance about the
devastation that poverty and AIDS is creating in Africa?

But, now that we know, how can we ignore it? The reality is: we can’t.

The One Campaign

A few years back, I attended a U2 concert. Now, I have admired U2 for as long as I can
remember and every time I attend one of their concerts I develop an even bigger sense
of admiration for them. This concert, however, was special in that Bono, the lead singer
of the band, dedicated a whole section of the program to discussing a campaign he is
involved with, a campaign to combat poverty and AIDS. I was intrigued.

It is called the ONE Campaign. According to their website, “ONE aims to help Ameri-
cans raise their voice as ONE against the emergency of AIDS and extreme poverty, so
that decision makers in the U.S. will do more to save millions of lives in countries that
are hardest hit by poverty”. It is an effort by Americans from all walks of life — students,
ministers, musicians, actors, and people like you and me — to help fight the global emer-
gency of AIDS and extreme poverty.

ONE is comprised of over 2 million individuals and 70 non-profit, advocacy and human-
itarian organizations who are calling for one basic thing: the allocation of an additional
one percent of the U.S. budget to provide basic needs like health, education, clean water
and food to help transform the future for an entire generation who are born in the world’s
poorest countries.

“Why should we help?” you might ask. Consider the following. America is one of the
world’s richest nations who has the potential to build upon its traditions of compassion
and generosity. In the last four years, this country has nearly doubled the aid that it gives
to Africa. For us to help alleviate poverty and AIDS we must continue and expand upon
this tradition. Furthermore, in order to protect this country and create more friends and
fewer enemies, we must take part in international aid efforts. The fact that this is an ef-
fective foreign policy measure and a matter of national safety has been recognized by
President Bush and many of his predecessors.

But, the shortanswerto the question of “Why should we help?”’ is merely, “Because we can.”

We Can Make a Difference, ONE by ONE

Most of us would be surprised to learn that less than one percent of the federal budget is
currently marked for fighting AIDS and poverty in the world. By directing an additional
once cent more for every dollar spent by the federal government, we can help provide
the most basic needs for the world’s poorest population, we can transform lives, we can
give an entire generation hope, and we can transform our image at a time when conflict
and wars have led to a rise in anti-U.S. sentiment across the globe.

Please See Next page

American Air

How Racial Profiling at Airports
Effects Us All

By: Tehran Ghasri

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

9-11-2001 is a day forever held in in-
famy. As black plumes of smoke rose
into the New York City sunrise, so too did
the hopes of activists for Middle-Eastern
civil rights.Even before the events of this
fateful day, Middle-Easterners had a hard
time proving their innocence amidst all
the finger pointing. The revolutions, tur-
moil, hostages, and hijackings by fanatics,
the eighties saw Middle-Easterners being
blamed for everything from “war” to “the
end of the world.” Today racist attitudes
towards those of Middle-Eastern decent
is prevalent everywhere from cartoons to
MTYV and nowhere more so than the air-
port where racial profiling is a standard
practice.

There are increasing numbers of cases in
which Middle-Eastern patrons have felt
the profiling eyes of airline security. Be-
ing “randomly” selected for screening,
baggage search, and identification checks
are also common places for those of Mid-
dle-Eastern decent. Constantly, Middle-
Easterners are stopped in the airport by se-
curity and made to feel humiliated. All in
the name of protecting us from the threat
of “terrorists.”

Instead of protecting the rights of their
Middle-Eastern passengers which make
up 14% of all Air traffic in the United
States, the Airlines and Government seem
to be adding more pressure to increase ra-
cial profiling as a practice. Using phras-
ing such as “report suspicious characters”
and “terrorist behavior” and by passing
“anti-terrorism” bills that allows the gov-
ernment the use of “secret evidence” or no
disclosed evidence to the defendant to de-
tain and deport immigrants even suspected
of terrorist activity. The Patriot Act itself
is in itself a violation of Middle-Eastern
human rights.

Congress claims this is in part due to the
increasing number of cases of Middle-
Easterners in terrorist crimes in the United
States. However two of the most devas-
tating terrorist attacks on U.S. soil had no
Middle-Eastern involvement at all. Both
the 1996 Olympic bombing and the 1995
bombing in Oklahoma City where done
by white extremists. Both were originally
blamed on Middle-Easterners. In both
cases not a single profiling of white An-
glo-Saxon males was instituted. A case
resembling the fact that all serial killers
seem to be white males between 21 and

34 and all school shootings are caused by
white teenagers with too much money and
nothing to lose. As Blacks and Hispanics
and now Middle-Easterners are the target
of constant racial profiling and stereotypes,
white males find themselves immune. The
solution is not including whites in racial
profiling, it’s ending racial profiling all
together.

Racial profiling in airports effects us all,
Muslims and Non-Muslims alike. Those
of Middle-Eastern decent despite their
religion are targets because of their fea-
tures. The average uneducated security
guard cannot differentiate between a Sikh
and an Israeli Jew. As an emotional effect,
racial profiling creates a sense of humili-
ation and disgrace for those isolated by
it. Physically, racial profiling asserts and
reinforces stereotypes. On an economical
side racial profiling makes for less cus-
tomer friendly flights and less travel while
increasing prices for security and proce-
dures. If nothing else it holds up lines and
delays check ins. Even if race can be help-
ful, the use of racial profiling causes many
more problems than its solves.

The regulations that airlines enforce are
notblatant racism. However they reinforce
“aversive racism” behaviors. This means
that people are generally motivated to ex-
perience themselves as being non-preju-
diced, but at the same time start having
unconscious, unavoidable racist feelings
or judgments of which they are typically
unaware. Aversive racists will express
these racist feelings or judgments in situ-
ations where a non-racialized justification
to do so exists. Modern day feelings and
regulations portraying Middle-Easterners
as terrorists is on its way into creating a
whole generation of aversive racists that
are able to discriminate without acknowl-
edging their prejudice because they ex-
cuse or justify their behavior on reason-
able grounds. The generation has already
started in the airports. How long before it
reaches everyone else?

Stop this form of racism by reporting
situations in which you feel racially dis-
criminated or profiled. Take the name and
badge number of the employee and write
the company. Write your congressman
and show your concern. Do not feel em-
barrassed. Do not let it go. Do not let it
stop you. Do not let your civil rights go
up in smoke.
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Women in Zoroastrianism
and the Esfandgan Celebration

By Firoozeh Ardeshiri Sharifabad

In the Zoroastrian (Mazdayasni) religion, a woman distinguishes good from evil with her
wisdom, and has great status. She is fully free and independent to go among people. She
owns land, position and property and, according to Ashu Zartosht, can learn science and
be educated in all fields. She has the right of choice as well as freedom to choose her job
and vocation; she has the right to equal wages. She can take part in political and social
activities and manage her community actively. She is not forced to confine herself just to
the house until the end of her life.

In the Avesta, the term Banu means ‘light and illumination’. Kad Banu means ‘the light
of the house’, and the Iranian woman has this eminent position. In many non-Iranian
cultures, the woman’s position is dependent on her husband’s. We all know that in Eng-
lish the terms man (from Old English for ‘human’) and woman (from Old English for
‘woman-human’) are used for males and females respectively, which to many people
suggests that inequality is built into the language. In many cultures, a woman’s family
name changes to her husband’s after marriage. Here, we can well realize the dependency
of the woman’s name on the man’s name. But the family name of an Iranian woman does
not change after marriage; she still retains her own family name.

Iranian men consider their wives as their colleagues. In other words, Hamdush means
colleagues in all aspects of life. Or they use the beautiful term Hamsar, which means ‘the
same head’, having a reciprocal relationship, and having their family life in a coordinated
way. In Gavah Giran (marriage) advice, first the girl is asked if she is ready to accept the
man as her husband and fellow of mind, body and soul. Then the man is asked the same
question. It seems (from the advice) that the woman is not only physically equal to the
man but also equal in mind and soul.

In this regard, Ashu Zartosht says, ‘Teachings address I to maidens marrying, and to you
(bridegrooms) giving counsel. Lay them to heart and learn to get them within your selves
in earnest attention to the Life of Good Thought. Let each of you strive to excel the other
in the Right, for it will be a prize for that one’ (Yasna 53, 5). Therefore, in Behi rights,
the only competition that the wives and their husbands can have is outpacing one another
in following the principles of truth.

In Gatha, Ashu Zartosh mentions six main characteristics of Ahura Mazda (the Wise
Creator). In Avesta, they have been called Amshaspands and referred to as archangels.
The three male Amshaspands are Bahman, Ardibehesht and Shahrivar; and the females
are Kohrdad, Amordad and Sepandarmaz. Sepandarmaz is one of the most famous Am-
shaspands, whose earthly role is guardian of the land, and her spiritual role indicates
patience, perseverance and love.

The fifth of Esfand — 29th of Bahman (Iranian month), or the 18th of February — is equal
to Sepandarmaz Amshaspand in the month of Esfand. The Persian term Esfand or Se-
pandarmaz is extracted from the Avestan word Sepanta Armaiti, meaning humbleness
and peace. In the Zoroastrian religion, this day marks the commemoration of women, the
Esfandgan Celebration. In the ancient Iranian tradition, women were offered gifts from
their husbands and were free from doing any chores around the house. This feast was
called Mozdgiran, and women’s hard working and responsibilities were compensated
and appreciated.

Today, Zoroastrians celebrate it as Women’s or Mother’s Day to honor the great position
of females.

ONE by ONE
We Can Make Poverty History

Steps to take:

* Sign petitions that you agree with. You can find a sample petition at: http://action.
one.org/ActionSignup.html

* Tell your friends and help make others aware of the crisis of world poverty and AIDS
* Go to the ONE Campaign website for more information on how you can help:

www.one.org

Concluding Thoughts

To reach into one’s pocket and give is not an easy thing in this materialistic world that
we live in. This is complicated by the fact that many important campaigns and causes
are so diluted with the political agendas of different groups. The beauty of a campaign
such as the one described in this article is the fact that it has been designed to make
giving easy. People from all walks of life, from all religious and political views have
committed to this campaign: from President Bush, to Bono, and Brad Pitt, Tom Hanks
and the Average Joe.

Helping alleviate poverty and the threat of AIDS for the world’s poorest people is, at
its heart, a humanitarian maneuver, not a political one per se. I invite you to do your
own research on this and other campaigns and get involved with a cause and with an
organization that fits you and your beliefs. The point is, we can help, one by one, it adds up.

Z.oroastrianism and
Global Warming

By Orang Demehry

In addition to being the first monotheistic religion, Zoroastrianism is considered the
world’s first environmental religion because it has preserved environmental con-
sciousness in both life and rituals. Such environmental concern is in dire need today.
There are growing environmental issues facing our world such as Global Warming.
Is it really the “Green” religion? It is if we put into practice its message. From its
inception, Zoroastrianism has preached care for the environment and all natural cre-
ation. It aims to instill a sense of responsibility towards the environment by making
it a woven part of daily life. For instance, we are taught to not pollute the fire, water,
air and earth. There are many ritual examples that support this consciousness. The
Gathas talk about the concept of Asha, which is the cosmic law and harmony that
is essential for balance and well being of our world. Zoroastrianism states that all
creations on the earth are interconnected to each other and depend on each other for
survival. Our faith requests us not only to love God, but to also love other creatures.
So to neglect the environment is considered bad.

Is Global Warming real? The vast majority of countries and scientist agree that global
warming is real, it’s already happening and it’s the result of our activities and not a
natural occurrence. In the early 1980s, scientists were beginning to raise concerns
about climate change. In 1988, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) was created by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the
World Meteorological Organization (WMO) to assess the scientific knowledge on
global warming. Its first major report in 1990 showed that there was broad interna-
tional consensus that climate change was human-induced. This led to the creation of
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), signed
by over 150 countries at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992 (by the middle of 2000, over
180 countries had signed and ratified it). By 1995 negotiations had started on a proto-
col — an international agreement linked to the existing treaty, but standing on its own.
This led to the Kyoto Protocol, adopted unanimously in 1997.

“Global Warming” is a specific case of the more general term “climate change.” Glob-
al Warming generally implies a human influence. It is caused by burning fossil fuels
such as coal, gas and oil and clearing forests that dramatically increases the amount of
carbon dioxide in the Earth’s atmosphere and raises temperatures. The prevailing sci-
entific opinion on climate change is that “most of the warming observed over the last
50 years is attributable to human activities.” We’re already seeing changes. Glaciers
are melting, plants and animals are being forced from their habitat, and the number of
severe storms and droughts is increasing. For instance, the number of Category 4 and
5 hurricanes has almost doubled in the last 30 years. The Oct. 24, 2006 issue of Busi-
ness Week Online reported that there are at least 16 cases pending in federal or state
court against oil, electric power, auto, and other companies whose emissions are linked
to global warming. The catalyst for this was hurricane Katrina, which they say is a
“...clear result of irresponsible behavior by the carbon-emissions corporate economy.”
What can I do?

There is no doubt we can solve this problem. In fact, we have a moral and religious
obligation to do so. Small changes to your daily routine can add up to big differences
in helping to stop global warming. Here are just a few simple examples:

e Recycle at home. Save 2,400 pounds of carbon dioxide a year by recycling half of
the waste your household generates.

 Replace regular incandescent light bulbs. Use compact fluorescent light bulb (cfl),
which use 60% less energy than a regular bulb; saving about 300 pounds of carbon di-
oxide a year. If every family in the U.S. made the switch, we’d reduce carbon dioxide
by more than 90 billion pounds!

e Plant a tree. A single tree will absorb one ton of carbon dioxide over its lifetime.

e Buy more fuel efficient vehicles. Save 3,000 pounds of carbon dioxide every year
if your new car gets only 3 miles per gallon more than your current one and get up to
60 miles per gallon with a hybrid!

e Buy organic foods. Organic soils capture and store carbon dioxide at much higher
levels than soils from conventional farms. If we grew all of our corn and soybeans or-
ganically, we’d remove 580 billion pounds of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere!

e Drive less. Walk bike, carpool or take mass transit more often. You’ll save one
pound of carbon dioxide for every mile you don’t drive.

e Take action. Encourage your school or business to reduce emissions, encourage the
switch to renewable energy, conserve the forests worldwide, tell Congress to act by
writing to your representative, and join responsible environmental groups.

For more information please visit
http://www.climatecrisis.net or
http://www.conservation.org/xp/CIWEB/programs/climatechange/
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What does fire symbolize?

By Shahrooz Ash

The human species has been in existence for over 1.5 million years. During this illus-
trious period, human discoveries have been numerous, plenty and abundant. Despite
all these discoveries, one discovery stands alone and has great significance. Almost all
scholars agree that the greatest human discovery up to the present time has been the dis-
covery of fire. In the Gathas, we witness Zarathushtra using the word Fire. The context in
which Fire is discussed seems to be that of a metaphor. Zarathushtra connects Fire to the
principle of Truth (Asha), the human Mind (Mana) and its Wisdom (Mazda).
Throughout Zoroastrian history, Fire has always symbolized the mental faculty. Fire tells
the story of the mind, and its capacity to attain wisdom so that it can identify truth, and
distinguish right from wrong.

Throughout human history, many different cultures and religions have venerated fire.
For example: in Christianity, lighting a candle in a church symbolizes the light within
humans, and according to Professor Karen Torjesen (Dean of School of Religion at Cla-
remont University) the light within is the mental faculty. Today most universities around
the world make use of Fire for their logos, art works and publications. This is because
Fire symbolizes enlightenment of the mind through knowledge, and understanding of
truth. At the Olympic sports games a fire is lit on the opening day during a ceremonial
event, and then the fire stays lit throughout the duration of the games. The Statue of Lib-
erty in New York displays a lady holding a torch with a flame in her hand; the torch is a
symbol that marked the beginning of yet another period of enlightenment.

The enlightenment principles originated and were defined for the first time by Zarathush-
tra. According to schools of Philosophy, Zarathushtra's period marked the birth of the
enlightenment principles because tribal thinking was replaced by individual thinking.
The Zoroastrian principles of enlightenment are simple: if people are educated, therefore
wise, then they can be left alone to think freely for themselves, examine for themselves
and choose for themselves. These ideas constitute individuality; however, with liberty
also comes responsibility. This means the pillars of western civilization which are con-
structed on reason and freedom, are a direct result of Zarathushtra's teachings.
Religions claim they hold the true light, and thus the path to enlightenment is through
spiritual guidance. Scientists also claim that they hold the true light, and thus the path
to enlightenment is through reason and empirical evidence. Both religion and science
utilize the flame to represent truth, value and human understanding of ultimate reality.
For Zoroastrians, fire is the symbol of everything that is good, true and righteous. Ac-
cording to Zoroastrian philosophy, good is going to be victorious in its final effort when
its antithesis is eliminated. This event shall serve as evidence that fire is immortal and
thus eternal. An intrinsic quality of fire is to shine, just like the beautiful, pure mind and
wisdom of Zarathustra.

From Pgae 4

FIRE

Fire in the Gathas

Fire has been used eight times in the Gathas. It is mainyu mental by means of which both
the rightful and wrongful get guidance and receive happiness, and (Songs 4.3 and 12.6)
the radiant light that enlightens the righteous leader to prove good to the righteous and
wrongful parties (4.19 and 16.9), the warmth through which the two parties are rewarded
(8.4); and full-of-energy, which clearly helps good and stops the evil from committing
aggression (7:4). It helps to meditate in quest of righteousness (8.9) and to enlighten
one’s mind to find means to ward off danger (11.7). Each of the eight instances show that
Fire belongs to Mazda.

It is Your Fire.

The Gathic Fire is mental and it symbolizes the Divine Progressive Mentality in human
beings. It is the mental altar that enlightens a meditating mind of a Zarathushtrian. It is
Mazda’s Fire but not the physical Hearth-Fire.

The Gathas and the Haptanghaiti show why Fire is Mazda Ahura’s and how the epithets
were made into further kinds of fire. And the Puthra Son used in stereotype compositions,
is nothing but an echo of the Indo-Iranian myth of fire being the son of the Sky god and
the Earth goddess, shorn of its forms and norms. When we look at the piece of poetry,
given in Yasna 62 as the first instance of the word, and later repeated in the Atash Ni-
yayesh; we see that the word oputhra is an adulteration that spoils the meter and should
be dropped out. It then conforms with the Gathic idea of Fire. Let us recite and feel ex-
alted by the Mazda Ahura’s Fire, the mental enlightenment that allows an ideal society to
live in radiant happiness and progressive prosperity here and hereafter:

Grant me, O Fire of Ahura Mazda, prompt welfare, prompt maintenance, prompt living;
full welfare, full maintenance, full living; zeal, progress, eloquence, discerning intel-
lect; next, comprehensive, great and lasting knowledge; next, all encompassing courage,
steadiness; vigilance, wakeful even at rest; and self-supporting children, able to govern
the country, outstanding in assembly, harmonious in growth, and gentle in character,
who shall advance our homes, settlements, districts, countries and the world fellowship.
(Yasna 62:4-5 & Atash Niyayesh 4-5).

May the FIRE OF MAZDA AHURA enlighten our minds!

WORLD NEWS

International Scientific Conference

ings, including a cylinder-shaped seal with
a cuneiform Shumer inscription, leave no

world civilization that existed there.
Noting the need for further detailed study

on Ancient Margiana Comes to an End

19 November 2006

By CAIS

LONDON (CAIS) — The three-day in-
ternational scientific conference entitled
‘Ancient Margiana - New Center of World
Civilization’ finished in the town of Mary
(Marv), in what is today known as Turk-
menistan.

Leading experts from 15 states discussed
the results of research conducted by the
Margiana archaeological expedition led by
Prof. Viktor Sarianidi and his new theory
claiming that Margiana is the only Central
Asian cradle of ancient Eastern civiliza-
tion. Sarianidi identified the Bactria-Mar-
giana complex as Indo-Iranian, going as
far as to identify evidence of proto-Zoro-
astrian objects and rituals.

Summing up the scientific discourse,
world-famous specialists noted that for
scientists the forum marked the headstart
to join efforts in reconstructing the true
history of the Bronze Age. According to
them, the Margiana excavations make
one reconsider established views on the

ancient past of mankind and the place of
ancient Iranian civilization in the system
of early civilizations on the planet.

Giving a speech on the last day of the con-
ference, Prof. Sarianidi emphasized the
results of archaeological research in the
last three years. In his opinion, the find-
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doubts as regards the fact that the ancient
Iranian province of Margush (an Achae-
menid Satrapy) was not an isolated oasis
at the end of the third to first half of the
second centuries BCE. It was rather in the
orbit of international relations as a highly
developed civilization. He also noted that
further exploration of Margush promises
new sensational discoveries.

Practically all speakers stressed the thesis
that numerous monumental palaces and
temples of Margush, splendid king’s ne-
cropolis and ancient art works are clear
evidence of the unknown center of ancient

of the historical heritage of Margiana, the
scientists expressed confidence that even
today there were no doubts that it could be
referred to the ancient world civilizations.
The conference participants also support-
ed the idea of continuing and strengthen-
ing close scientific cooperation.

The Margiana has attracted attention as a
candidate for those looking for material
counterparts to the Indo-Iranians, a major
branch that split off from the Proto-Indo-
Europeans. The first agricultural settle-
ments appeared in the delta of the Murgab
river as far back as the seventh millennium
BCE. Fertile silt coming from the moun-
tains, abundance of water and moderate
climate had created favorable conditions
for good crops, and the progress of the an-
cient economy was continued for several
centuries.

Archaeological discoveries of the second
half of the twentieth century in the north,
what is today known as Afghanistan and
Southern Turkmenistan, gave exact proof
for close relations between Margiana and
Baktria. The Margiana country occupied
an area of more than 3000 sq. km and con-
sisted of 78 oasis and more than 150 com-
pact settlements.
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Past and Present Customs
of Disposal among Zoroastrians

By Behram Deboo

Zoroastrians were known from ancient
times to respect the natural elements of the
earth and environment. They believed in
preserving the natural world that God en-
dowed to mankind. They were careful not
to pollute water, air, soil and fire. They did
not cut trees unnecessarily, as they were

mer Solstice the sunlight lasts 24 hours
and where on the Winter solstice, the night
is 24 hours long.

So it was a land of snow and ice with per-
mafrost. As the Aryans moved south to the
higher altitude of Central Asia, the custom
of disposing the dead bodies to vultures and
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conscious of the ecosystem of the forest.
Persians dug canals to bring water where
needed. Cultivating the fields was consid-
ered a virtuous activity. So also was rais-
ing animals. Iranians had a strong work
ethic to preserve the environment.
Somehow Zoroastrians understood the
process of infections that could be con-
tagious to others. We find the rules of
avoiding such contagious materials in a
book called Vandidad (Vi-daev-Dat, the
laws against the destructive agents). The
late Mobed-e-Mobedan Rustom Shahzadi
says, ‘The Laws of the Vandidad which
belong to the pre-Zarathushtrian people,
should not be considered today as proper
and practical. It is not for all the people
and for all the times.” It is believed that
Vandidad was written around 300 or 400
BCE, though its contents are much older.
Vandidad was a hygienic system, similar
to modern techniques. Thus they practiced
cleanliness in order to protect themselves
from contagious diseases. No doubt, they
did not know microbes such as viruses,
bacteria and fungi. However, they knew
there were agents that were destructive to
health and also caused decomposition of
dead matter.

We all have to go through a process of
birth, life and death — a timeline we cannot
avoid. We, Homo sapiens, are genetically
adaptive to the environment we live in,
from the extreme heat of the desert to the
cold weather of the Arctic. The environ-
ment decided for us the way we lived. Our
customs of life and death originated from
our surroundings. We find in Vandidad
that there was a time when Aryans lived
in an areca where there was a winter of ten
months and a summer of two months, and
it was the first country out of sixteen men-
tioned. It was most likely similar to the
Arctic Circle area where there is a summer
as short as one month, where on the Sum-

other wild animals might have originated.
Eventually a structure was designed which
later came to be known as Dokhma or Da-
khme. In Tibet, where people live in a sim-
ilar geological area, they have no choice
but to dispose of their loved ones to natu-
ral elements and vultures.

Vandidad is one of 21 Nusks (books). It
has brought us some history of the Aryans.
Fascinating, indeed, is the description of
Aryans moving south from the extreme
cold area. God warns Jamshid (the Iranian
Noah) of an Ice Age coming to that region
and asks him to build a vara (enclosure) to
save the plants and animals. Jamshid, like
Noah, collects one pair of a multitude spe-
cies of plants and animals and gives them
shelter. When spring arrives and the snow
is gone, Jamshid celebrates the day called
Jamshedi Naoruz, a day of hope and life.
Jamshid and his people moved three times
to the south where a year was divided into
seven months of summer and five months
of winter, indicating the climatic condi-
tions prevailing in some of the countries
of Central Asia. Since the year began with
the cold, it was called Saredha (in Avesta)
or Sared (Pahlvi, Sal) that literally means
cold. In regards to this, Prof James Rus-
sell says, ‘Zoroastrian religious terms are
probably for the reason, still in common
in Turkic and Mongol Siberian religions:
one of the Kalmyk sky-gods is called Hor-
muzta; and the Buryat Mongol Ahrima has
been equated with Ahriman.’

Some scholars, including the late Vedic
scholar Tilak of India, believed that it
represented the last Ice Age that started
around 14000 BCE and ended in 9-10,000
BCE. Does that mean our Iranian civiliza-
tion is 15,000 years old?

These climatic changes had an enormous
impact on the weather of many areas
where rain poured down heavily causing
a worldwide flood. Herodotus, the Greek

historian, tells about a sacerdotal class of
priests who served mainly the Medes and
Persians. They were called Magi. It would
be proper to point out here that Greeks er-
roneously called all kinds of priests Magi,
including the Chaldean Diviners. This has
caused some confusion. Magi disposed
off their bodies to vultures also because
of their belief in not polluting the natural
elements. Thus, it was a final act of char-
ity, and this process completed the eco-
cycle. When they embraced the religion of
Zarathushtra, they slowly brought in their
theology, customs and traditions. To give
credibility, they wrote their version in the
name of Zarathushtra.

As mentioned above, Vandidad says
that there were 16 Aryan countries. The
author(s) of Vandidad complains about
two countries that did not follow the same
custom. The tenth country is Haravaiti or
Harut. It is a beautiful country where the
burying of dead is not approved by the
author(s) of Vandidad. Vandidad further
mentions the thirteenth country where
corpses were burnt. So we can see from
these historical facts that even in the Zo-
roastrian countries there were people who
did not follow the disposal custom of Magi.
It is believed by some scholars that the
practice of Dokhma might have become
more prevalent after Islam in Iran as Zo-
roastrians were considered Najes (impure)
and were not allowed to bury or cremate.
In fact, Hindu Aryans still today cremate
the dead. Cremation with sandalwood sup-
plied by India was popular among Roman
nobles. Romans followed the burial sys-
tem after they became Christians.

Evidence of Burial in Ancient Iran

Recent excavations in Iran have found
well-preserved bodies in salt mines and
other areas. This proves that burial was
one of the customs.

A stone coffin dating back to the Parthian
era around 250 BCE was excavated at
Dezful in Khuzestan province.

In Khorramabad, Luristan province, a

paid homage to this great king. It is be-
lieved that Cyrus left an inscription that
has many versions but this one is more
profound: ‘O man, whoever thou art and
whenever thou comes, I am Cyrus the
Great, and I won for the Persians their Em-
pire. Do not begrudge me this little earth
which covers my body (Persian DNA).’
Nagsh-e-Rostam contains seven tombs in-
cluding those of Darius I, Xerxes I, Artx-
erxes I and Darius II.

At Persepolis, many graves have been ex-
cavated with skeletons inside bathtub-like
coffins. Along with these skeletons were
found many other artifacts.

At Nerges Tappe in the city of Gorgan, ac-
cording to Payvand News (October 2006),
a 3000-year-old grave was discovered that
contained the skeletons of a mother and
her infant as well as of a dog and its puppy.
(Ref: TheCircleof AncientIranian Studies).
For many decades, Zoroastrians in Iran
have been using the burial system that is
approved by the Zoroastrian clergy.

Customs in India

Parsis (Persians) arrived in India almost
1300 years ago from the city of Hormuz
after moving from Pars to Kohistan in the
province of Khorasan and staying there for
100 years. They lived for a period of 15
years in Hormuz. It is believed that, until
they built the first Dakhme (Tower of Si-
lence), they buried their dead. Afterwards,
Parsis built many Dakhmes, mainly in
Western India. It was cost-effective and a
good system ecologically. However, that
equation changed as there was a shortage
of vultures due to poisoning and viral in-
fections. They tried to expand the system
by building solar panels and other meth-
ods. This did not improve, and the system
became dysfunctional.

In order to survive, we must change with
the times without compromising the true
message of Zarathushtra. Otherwise, we
will be a page in world history.

I urge all Zoroastrians to follow Spenta
Mainysh which is creative, progressive-
mindedness and go back to

our original roots. For, we are
the followers of Zarathushtra
only and no one else.

+. | Parsis have Aramgahs (burial
_‘ places) in Delhi, Nagpur,
! Madras and Ooty. Parsis liv-
+ ing there followed the burial
system. However, in Bom-
bay, many Parsis have come
forward to do away with this
defunct system and follow
cremation in an electrical cre-

number of mass graves dating back to the
BCE period were found. The graves were
made of several rooms and corridors con-
taining several human skeletons.

Scythians, who were a great threat to Per-
sians and difficult to subdue, roamed over
a vast area of Central Asia. Burial grounds
of these nomadic people have been found
in this area. Gradually, they moved to the
north west of India (now Pakistan), reach-
ing the west coast of India where they were
known as Sakas. In India, they were also
known as the Surya or sun-worshipping
Aryans. Coming into contact with other
Aryans, they adopted the cremation system.
At Pasargadae, we have the tomb of Cyrus
the Great. Alexander visited his tomb and

matorium.

Customs in Western countries

In Western countries, Zoroastrians follow
two systems: 1. They have cemeteries in
big cities such as Los Angeles and Vancou-
ver; and 2. Cremation. Zoroastrian priests
do all the ceremonies and prayers for the
departed souls. Thus, we have more choice
today, like Christians who also follow the
above two systems.

According to Gathas, it is our good
thoughts, good words and good deeds
which will take our souls to that final des-
tination we call Garothman or Garo-de-
mana (the House of Songs, House of God,
etc.) and not the way we dispose of our
bodies.
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‘A Zoroagtrian Rocker’

by Bobby Bliss

Farrokh’s father, Bomi, brought his moth-
er, Jer, and his little sister Kashmira along
with Farrokh to Zanzibar so he could con-
tinue his job as a cashier for the British
Colonial Office. Farrokh was sent back

to India to attend St. Peters Boarding
School near Mumbai. Here, Farrokh grew
into Freddie, a creative pianist in his first
band, The Hectics. He finished school be-
fore moving back to Zanzibar, which he
left for England due to the 1964 Zanzibar
Revolution. At Ealing College of Art, he
received a degree in Art and Graphic De-
sign. During this time Freddie developed
an unquenchable love for music.

In Queen, Freddie Mercury lived the rock
star life he had often dreamed of. He be-
came the matchmaker, conducting theatri-
cal performances with music that married
opera with rock and roll. Maybe it was the
early influence of Bollywood playback
singers like Lata Mangeshkar. Maybe it
was the magic he felt when watching his
musical favorites, like Jimi Hendrix, Led
Zeppelin, and the Beatles. Whatever it
was, it inspired Freddie Mercury to sing
well enough to convince the hardest rock
and rollers that Queen was a champion.
To rock as hard as Queen, you must make
rocking your life. For Freddie, lackadaisi-
cal days were few to be found. He once

said, “Boredom is the biggest disease in
the world, darling. Sometimes I think there
must be more to life than rushing round
the world like a mad thing getting bored.”
Freddie Mercury put all his efforts into his

passion, leaving his family and his home
for an unpredictable future. He risked ev-
erything and came out on the very top. In
fact, BBC Radio recently listed Freddie
Mercury as the tenth greatest singer of
the English language in the 20th century,
granting him the highest rank among all
hard rock vocalists. Additionally, Freddie
came in second among MTV’s list of the
22 greatest singers of the past 25 years.
But, none of my statistics grasp the un-
touchable essence of Queen’s groove and
melody combination. A listening session
is necessary!

Although Mercury’s personality shined
on stage, he led a restrained life between
shows. More often than not, he didn’t
expose the details of his personal life un-
less he felt it necessary. According to his
friend, Brian May, the guitarist for Queen,
Mercury felt that many parts of his person-
al life would not fit his rock persona. As a
result, his Zoroastrian descent was never
discussed in a radio interview or revealed
to the crowd at a concert. Instead, it was
simply his way of life.
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North American
Zoroastrian Congress

IMPM&CT

Unleash the Spark Within

RN A1)
2007

The Zoroastrian Society of Ontario (ZSO)
is very pleased to host the XIV North American
Zoroastrian Congress

“IMPACT - Unleash the Spark Within!”
An innovative look at how Zoroastrianism has im-
pacted our world

June 29- July 2, 2007

Sheraton Parkway Toronto North Hotel and Conference Center

Your IMPACT Congress Registration includes:

¢ Friday, June 29, 2007: Welcome Package and Complimentary mini-reception

e Saturday, June 30, 2007: Multiple Congress sessions, morning coffee break,
FEZANA Awards Lunch and entertainment, afternoon coffee break

* Sunday, July 1,2007: Multiple Congress sessions, morning coffee break, after-
noon coffee break, Gala Banquet Dinner with Entertainment

* Monday, July 2, 2007: Multiple Congress sessions, morning coffee break,
Jashan and Closing Ceremonies

ADDITIONAL OFFERINGS (see attached form or visit our website for costs):
* World Zoroastrian Chamber of Commerce event on Friday, June 29, 2007

* Off-site optional social events will allow you to spend time with friends and
experience Toronto, a world-class multi-cultural city

Many sessions and social activities have been designed specifically for youth

Questions? We’ll be pleased to help!
Perin McKnight (905) 459-4750 or
Freny Engineer (416) 493-5576;
Anahita Daryushnejad (905) 669-9535 ==> Farsi

Sheraton / Best Western Special Rate Reservations:

1-800-668-0101

quote Booking Code:
7.50629 for Sheraton or 629Z.SO for Best Western

For special airline savings call Millennium Travel Agency:

1-866-398-8080

and ask for Sandy #221, Hilda #222 or Imran #224

Register before January 31, 2007 to maximize your savings!

Submit your questions to zoroastrian_congress@hotmail.com
For more information and registration please visit:

WWW.Zoro-impact.com




