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,‘{ NOVRUZ MESSAGE

Chehrenama will be featuring a new column
called «ask Nahid» beginning with the Spring
issue. This is intended for any questions the
readers might have within the confines of
various aspects of the Zoroastrian religion/
culture/tradition or conflict resolution. Please
send your questions to
cninfo@czcjournal.org

Glorious Novruz has arrived, and with its arrival our
Greeting and Welcome Messages.

Novruz spirit which is ever-lasting, ever-fresh and
does re-fresh Novruz reminds us of the endlessness
of the universe, heralding the end to the cold season
in the Northern Hemisphere and its replacement
with warmth and light of the subsequent seasons.
However, we do know it is in the height of cold and
darkness that our earth and the nature start the
process of renewal and rebirth even before arrival of
the spring.

So, let’s dedicate ourselves to continuation of
Novruz traditions, cleaning up of our house, our
body and our mind to help the refreshing forces of
nature to inspire us to be better human beings in
accordance with the Law of Asha.

Let’s clean-up our heart of any hatred and negativity
and let us use our Mazda given Vohumana to help
us move away from darkness and move towards the
light of wisdom.

During this period of rebirth of mother Earth, we
celebrate and praise the birthday of one of the most
pristine characters of Persian and world history

who with his Thoughts, Words and Deeds became
the symbol of humanity among us Iranians and the
whole world.He, whose name is, Zarathushtra or
Ashu Zartosht as Zoroastrians refer to him,

He, who was, the advocate and campaigner of
Goodness for all humanity,

He, who wanted a world of peace, happiness, joy,
bliss for all,

He, who was a staunch opponent of lies and deceits.
Thus, we celebrate his birthday and will spread his
Mantras. May each one of us walk in the path of
Goodness in harmony with the constructive forces
of Good, and stay away from the destructive forces
of Evil while bearing in mind that each one of us
need to connect with one another in harmony and
be united to change the destructive forces into
constructive ones.

Let’s celebrate and sing the song of solidarity and
unity hand in hand.

For you all, and for all the Good people of the world,
| pray and hope for the best of joy, happiness and
success.

Choose the true path of life, path of Righteousness.
Joy and Happiness — Ever-more Love and
Kindness

Mobed Kamran Jamshioll
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ecular Schools Established

in Iran by Zoroastrians

By: Mobed Mehraban
Firozgary

The state of education amongst
Zartoshties, in Iran, before the
advent of Maneckji Limjee Hataria
to Iran is hardly recorded. Open
education is known to have been
banned for non Muslims, except for
the learning of Arabic; besides few
members of our community had
the means or any desire to study,
in their existing circumstances of
oppression and poverty. Only the
Priestly class is known to have edu-
cated, secretly, their off-springs and
any of the laity who might have
insisted in the reading and memo-
rizing of Avesta.

In 1854 M L. Hataria, after
almost bribing and overcoming the
resistance of the parents of some
prospective candidates, from Yazd
and Kerman, who insisted that their
youths were needed at home for
helping to earn the family income
and at the same time being scared
about the political consequences of

their breaking the laws about edu-
cation restrictions for minorities,
selected 20 candidates from Yazd
and 12 from Kerman to be sent to
Tehran and subsequently selected
ones to India for education, all
expenses paid.

After acquiring sufficient knowl-
edge in the 3Rs especially Farsi,
Arabic, English, Zand Avesta and
some arithmetic they all returned,
promptly, to serve the community
and in general, the Maktabs or
home schools and later the proper
schools, most faithfully and ex-
pertly.

After Mr.Hataria returned to
India Mr. Kaikhosroiw Tirandaz
Khorsand, popularly known as
Khansaheb, followed up Maneck-
jee’s efforts and helped the local
managements as well as funds col-
lection and distributions.

With the establishment of the
Bombay Irani Anjuman , under the
able leadership of Dinshaw Irani,
Solicitor and also the founding of
the Indian Parsees Akaber (= Great
men) Anjuman, charity minded and
philanthropic Parsees and Iranian,
living in India and in Iran, were
encouraged in the funding and
establishment of schools. Such
funding continued to reach Iran
until 1971 after which the Indian
Govt. restricted transfer of funds
abroad and thereafter the manage-
ment as well as the property rights,
which were by then entirely in the
hands of the Bombay Iranian Anju-
man, were transferred to the Tehran
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Zoroastrian Anjuman.

At present almost all of the
listed schools, which still exist, are
run and controlled by the Minis-
try of education of the IRl Govt.
and except for those which have a
significant proportion of Zartoshty
students and available Z teachers
the teaching programs are restricted
to the national teaching curriculum.

A brief, chronologically listed,
history of the teaching institutions
that resulted, follows:-

N.B. Most of the schools started
unofficially, in private homes, and
took each some time to function
as a proper and recognized school.
The two dates indicate one and the
other.

1 - 1879/ 1890 Khodadady Boys
school of Korramshah -Yazd
Founded by Khodadad Bahram
Rashid Khoramshahi popularly
known as Contractor. Even un-

til 1930 the school was not well
recgnised. Since then it is working
as a recognized primary school
with 6 classes

2 - 1879/1889 Kaikhosravy Boys
Primary school Yazd

Funded by Arbab Kaikhosrow
Mehraban Rostam and thought
by well known teachers as Mas-
ter Khodabakhsh, Ostad Bah-
ram Raees, Ostad Javanmard e
Shirmard, Mirza Mehraban e
Bahram Raees, Ostad Kayumars
e Vafadar e Khorramshahi, Ostad
Esfandiar e Khorramshashi, Ostad
Bahman Soroush e Maryamabadi,
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etc.

In 1927 six high school classes were added. Mr Fara-
marzmaster sent down by the Parsee Akabar Anjuman
was principal. In 1939 the management was given

to Arbab Rostam Giv senato and, the then Tehran
Anjuman president, who appointed Mr. Pourmalek(
Muslim) as principal

3 - 1881 Zoroastrians boys’ primary school Kerman
This school originally consisted of two brick room

in the residence of the Mobedan-Mobed Kerman,
Mobed Rostam Jahangir Hormuzdi. Arbab Kaikhos-
row Shahrokh taught at this school. The school was
later moved to part of the Estate of Arbab (Mulla)

i ; Ostad Bahram e Shirmard Ostad Esfandiar e Tirandaz

http://www.vohuman.org/Library/Zoroastrians

Gushtasp Dinyar donated for the purpose of establish-
ing a school, and the new Adrian of Kerman. Mulla
Gushtasp’s older daughter Banou and her husband
Arbab Shahriar Khodabaxsh Jam (Soroushian) were
the trustees and donated from their own money for
the construction of the school building and for operat-
ing the school. The school was expanded to become
a highschool in 1920. During the reign of Reza Shah
the Great, “Iranshahr” was also added to the name of
the school at the suggestion of Mr. Foroughi, minister
of Education on his visit to Kerman.

4 - 1881/ Ardeshiry girls primary school Khorram-
shah Yazd — informal.

Founded by Ardeshir Kaikhosrow Irani who lived

in Bombay. In 1925 /27 turned into a formal boys
school and had 78 students to start with. For years
was run by Shahmardan Irani then left, this school, to
the management of the Bombay Irani Anjuman who,
in turn, appointed the Khoramshah Z anjuman. It was
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closed for several years but now is active again after
being rebuilt by mr Shahriar Bastan.

5 -1881/ 1919 Shirin boys and girls primary school,
Zeinabad - Yazd

The local Z residents of Zeinabad collected funds and
set up the school and managed it until 1929 when

the Zeinabadys living in Bombay had to come in for
financial help, which was sent through the Bombay
Irani Anjuman, with the school in a new location built
next to the village Firetemple.

6 - 1881/ 1925 Hormozdyary mixed pr. School
Kuchebyok, Yazd

Founded by Rostam Khodadad Khodikolah who lived
in Bombay. Was managed by his own representative
until 1934 when the Bombay Irani Aanjuman took
over.

7 - 1881/1914 Shirin mixed school Mobarake Yazd
Founded by Bahram Nowshirwan in memory of his
wife Shirin. In 1931 the rights were transferred to
Kaikhosrow Behmardi Mobarake and was controlled
by the Parsee Akabar Anjuman

8 - 1881/1908 Rostami Rahatabad boys pr. School
Taft, Yazd.

Founded by Rostam Amiran. The annual prizes to
students and good pay for the teachers was well
known

9 - 1882/ 1907 Rostami boys pr. School of Narsiabad
Yazd.

Founded by rostam khodadad faramarz narsiabadi
with the ParseeAnjoman e Akabar in charge. Func-
tioned as school until about 1980. is used now as a
sports club. In its place the Mehr Narsiabad school
founded in 1935 by Mehraban Bahram Falahat and,
transferred to the IRI ministry of education since
1956, continiues to function.

10 - 1891/ Jafarabady boys pr. school Hosseinabad,
Yazd.

11 - 1891/1907 Goodarzy boys pr. School, Allahabad,
Yazd.

Founded by Goodarz Mehraban Allahabady. Started
with 4 classes and later had 6 classes. The funds were
controlled by the Parsee Akabar Anjoman.

12 - 1893/1896 Khosravy boys pr. School, Yazd.
Established by brothers Arbab Khosrow and Rostam
Shahjehan.

Until 1928 was a girls school. Got integrated into

the Peshotan Markers girls school and after a short

¢ I\Z &%
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closure was reopened as a boys school with Principal
Mirza Fereidoon Kiamanesh, vice pr. Mirza Farokh
Farokhzad and teachers — Mehraban Bahram Raees,
who knew Gujerati and English well and acted as in-
terpreter during the visit of pestonji Marker and other
visiting Parsees . He died in 1942 after 52 years of
expert service to education of the community. Mehra-
ban Raasti and Mirza Nasrollah Saleh (Muslim)

13 - 1894/ Zomorrody boys school (Maktab) Rahma-
tabad Yazd

Ostad khodadad thought , unofficially. Only read/
write Persian and some arithmatics. Ostad Kaik-
hosrow Dinyar then took over until 1947 when Mr.
Hormozdyar built a new school in

its place and is still active.

14 - 1894 Goshtaspi boys pr.

School Ghassemabad, Yazd.

Funded by Goshtasp Saroosh

Ghassemabady and functioned

until 1930 when the building col-

lapsed and was rebuilt by Khod-

amorad e Foroudy. Had between 4

and 6 standards.

15 - 1897/ 1936 Rostami girls

school Maryamabad, Yazd.

Founded by Tahmineh Rostam (in

the memory of her husband Ros-

tam). In the beginning was housed

in the boys’ school until 1937 that

Tahmine came down from Bombay

and the building foundation of a

new school was laid by the then

yazd minister of education. The school is still func-
tioning.

16 - 1898/ 1907 Rostam Sang boys school Kheirabad
Yazd .

Founded by Rostam Sang Kheirabady . management
left to the Bombay Anjumans.

(Irani + Akabar )

17 - 1904/ 1908 Jamaspi boys pr. School Ahrestan
Yazd .

Founded by Jamasp Mondegaar Ahrestaani, who
lived in Quetta helped by khosrow. Managed by the
Bombay Anjomans. At present is converted into a
community hall.

18 - 1905/ 1930 Jamshidi pr. School, Sharifabad
Yazd.

%STJQ .,
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Founded by Jamshid Khodarahm and run by Ostad
Ardeshir Dabestani until 1947. after this the building
was renewed by Tork e Rostam e Khodarahm under
management of Bombay anjumans. This school is
still functioning.
19 - 1905/1916 Dinyary boys pr. school for Mobed
borns Yazd.
Founded by Mobed Rostam Mobed Khosrow Sed-
aghat. From 1927 it was a regular school with 6 stds.
From 1937, 3 high school stds. were added, but lasted
only few years and again functioned as pr. School
until 1949 when it closed down for 2 years.
From 1951 Mobed Fereidoon Sedagat s/o Rostam
restarted the school under Esfandiar
Kaviany as principal and manage-
ment of Mirza Sarosh e Lohrasp
with 6 classes also supervised by
Arbab Rostam Mavandad, Arbab
Mehraban Mazdyasni , Jam-
shid Oros and Mobbed Rostam
Azargoshasp. Present management
with Yazd ministry of education.
20 - 1906 Iranshahr boys school,
Kerman (see number 3.)
21 - 1906 Jamshid Jam boys’
school, Tehran named after Arbab
Jamshid Jamshidian who had do-
nated the land for the construction
of the school from his land holding
at Jamshidieh Park.
22 —1907/1930 Zoroastrian School
of Qanat-Qasan, Kerman.
A co-educational school (both boys and girls) that
came into existence in the village Qanat-Qasan
South-East. Qanat-Qasan had a dominance of Zoroas-
trian population. The establishment of the school had
been originally proposed by Maneckji, but did not
materialize until years later thanks to the efforts of
Arbab Kaikhosrow Shahokh. Zoroastrians kids from
nearby villages of Jupar, and Langar would travel on
donkey back to attend this school, which was housed
on the premises of the Zoroastrian fire temple in
Qanat-Qasan. As more Zartoshties migrated from
Qanat-Qasan to Kerman city, or Bam or Tehran, the
attendance dropped and the school was closed.
22 - 1908 Shahryary girls school, Kerman, from the
donation of Arbab Shahryar Tafti who travelled

(
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? through Kerman to Bombay for business. Arbab

Shahriar Ravary was appointed to oversee the con-
struction and running of the school.
23 - 1912 Khodabakhshi boys school, Cham, Yazd
24 - 1912 Peshotanji Marker boys school Yazd con-
structed from the donation of the Parsi philanthropist,
Mr. Peshotan Marker of Karachi.
25 - 1912 Jamshidi girls’ school, Rahmatabad, Yazd.
26 - 1912 Ardeshiry boys’ school, Nosratabad, Yazd.
Founder Ardeshir e Khosrow (Same for 27,28 & 29).
Rebuilt, in 2001, by Jamshid e Bahram.
27 - 1912 Ardeshiry girls’ school, Mazraekalantar,
Yazd.
28 - 1912 Ardeshiry mixed school, Mazraekalantar.
Yazd.
29 - 1912 Ardeshiry mixed school, Aliabad , Yazd.
30 - 1915 Morvaridy girls’ school, Taft, Yazd.
31 - 1917 Mahyary school, Maryamabad , Yazd.
32 - 1917 Mahyary girls’ school, Ghasamabad, Yazd.
Founded by contributions of the same vilagers. Ex-
panded in1928 by Kaikhosrow Khodadad Oshtory, of
the same village.
33 - 1918 Rostami girls school Ahrestan, Yazd.
Founded by Shahryar Rostam Ahrestani in memory of
Rostam and Ardeshir e Khodadad Beman. Principal
Azarmidokht Rostam KeyNejad.
34 - 1922 Mahasti Zanj girls school, Kheirabad, Yazd
Founded by vilagers, expanded by Gen. Mehraban
Sohrab Irani in 1928.
35 - 1922 Peshotanjee Marker boys high school, Yazd
constructed from the donation of the Parsi philanthro-
pist, Mr. Peshotan Marker of Karachi.
36 - 1923 Firoozbahram boys high school, Tehran
37 - 1924 Mehr girls school, Narsiabad, Yazd
38 - 1925 Rashid kindergarten, Yazd.
39- 1925 Kaviani elementary school for boys, Ker-
man, endowed by the family of a young girl of the
Shahriary family Kerman. Just before getting married,
she died of cancer. Her family donated a family house
for the establishement of the elementary school for
boys, where Zoroastrians and non-Zoroastrians were
educated.
40 - 1925/ 1934 Rostami Girls school, Kuchebyok,
Yazd.
41 - 1926 Shahpoory Girls school, Allahabad, Yazd.
42 - 1928 Jamshidy mixed school, Hassanabad, Yazd.
43 - 1930 Kharmany girls school, Sharifabad Yazd.
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44 - 1936 Nowshirwanjee Tata girls high school, Teh-
ran.
45 - 1939 Ardeshir Hemmati kindergarten, Kerman.
46 - 1940 Kaikhosrow Shahrokh girls high school and
Polytechnic, Kerman.
47 - 1943 Ostad Pour-Davoud school for girls, Tehran-
pars, endowed by Arbab Rustom Guiv
48 — 1943 Ostad Khodabaxsh school for boys, Tehran-
pars, endowed by Arbab Rustom Guiv
49 - 1951 Dowlat Namdaran school, Tehran kakh,
Tehran
50 - 1954 Rostam Abadian High School, Tehran.
51 - 1966 Arash girls school Tehranpars
52 - 1966 Aagaahi girls high school Tehranpars
53 - 1971 Esfandyar Mazdyayee girls high school,
Sirjan.
54 - 1994 Goshtasp Girl’s high school, Tehran.
55 - 1998 Rostam Guiv girls school Tehran build from
funds donated by Arbab Rostam Guiv

As source material the classical text by Mr. Rashid
Shahmardan “Zoroastrians in Iran after the fall of
Sasanians” is acknowledged.

Mr. Mehraban Oshidari in retirement in Cupperti-

no, California in 2009, recalls his mother who was 20
years of age at the time of opening of the school was
one of the two instructors in that

school.

Mehraban Firouzgary s/o Mobed Khodamorad and
Gohar Mobed Khodadad Shahzadi was born Dec.
1935, in Yazd. He accompanied his father to India in
Dec. 1947, to study Religion in the Cama Athornan
Institute. He was refused admission on the grounds
that he could not qualify to be initiated into a Priest
(Nowzooti) before the age of 14; he did not speak
Gujerati and his Religious knowledge, then, was not in
harmony with the Parsi Priests.

He studied Electronics Engineering, while working
in Irani Restaurants for sustenance and received his
Bachelor degree in 1959.

He moved to Iran in 1969 where he continued a
career in Electronics based Industrial Technology.

He joined the Anjoman e Mobedan in 1978, and
has been an elected member of it’s BODs ever since.
He had his Nowzooty, in 1984 and has since catered,
honorary, to Religious needs of the Community.

He and his wife Mehrangiz have two grown sons.
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ARZ’S (Association for Revival of
Loroastrianism) Relentless Pursuit

Being deeply concerned about the rapidly dwin-
dling numbers of Parsee Zoroastrians in India, a few
individuals having the interest of Zoroastrianism at
heart have formed this association called ARZ, in June
2004.

ARZ is a public charitable trust duly registered un-
der The Bombay Public Trusts Act 1950. ARZ is also
registered under The Income Tax Act 1961.

ARZ strongly believes that the message of our Holy
Prophet Zarathushtra is for all mankind. There are in-
numerable stanzas in our Holy Scriptures that say so,
in very clear terms.

However the Parsees in India have drifted away
from the divine universal message of our prophet
and have converted our great revealed religion in to
a small ‘club’ by following the religiously incorrect
school of thought that preaches the so called ‘racial’
purity. In their mistaken zeal to maintain racial purity
the Parsees in India have brought our great universal
religion to the brink of extinction.

The Zoroastrian population in India is diminishing
fast and will diminish faster in the years to come be-
cause 35% of its population is in the ‘above 60 years’
age group. In about 20 years Zoroastrians shall be no
more than 20,000 in India.

More than 30 Zoroastrian Anjumans(Associations)
in various cities and villages of Gujarat, Maharashtra
and other states in India are defunct because there are
no Zoroastrians left there.

What has happened to the vast Zoroastrian prop-
erties including the agiyaries, dharamshalas, etc. in
those cities & villages? These properties have been
encroached upon by the local people who have no
connection with our religion.

The Agiyari in Diu (Gujarat) is now a Church
because Zoroastrians have become extinct there. With
the rapidly dwindling population it is apparent that
what has happened in other cities and villages will

happen in cities like Mumbai and Pune in the next 20
years.

According to Government of India Census 2002, the
Parsi population in India is 69000 only, and is reduc-
ing at the rate of about 1000 persons per year. As of
date our strength would therefore be in the region of
just 62000!!

With this trend continuing, Parsi Agiyaries and
baugs are eventually and inevitably going to be occu-
pied by others. It therefore makes sense to allow and
accept at least the children and the spouse of inter-
married Zoroastrians in to the faith rather than submit
religious institutions / properties to people who have
no connection with the religion.

If the declining population trend is not reversed, a
real tragedy awaits the Parsis. The divine message of
the Prophet is likely to be wiped out from our mother-
land, India if the community continues to turn a blind
eye to the imminent danger of extinction.

On an average 3 bodies are consigned to the
Dokhmas at the Doongerwadi in Mumbai. Are 3 Zoro-
astrian babies born everyday in Mumbai? The writing
is on the wall. For how long will our Parsees continue
to adopt the ostrich attitude?

Over 40% of Parsees in India marry outside the
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community. This trend seems to have become irre-

versible now. The children of the Dasturs in India have
also intermarried. Yet the so called orthodox continue
to bury their heads in the sand, and refuse to see the
imminent danger of extinction.

The situation is dangerous. It is therefore of utmost
importance that no more inter-married Zoroastrians
are lost. It needs to be appreciated that when you lose
one inter-married Zoroastrian, you also lose all his /
her future generations.

The Japanese have started worrying and planning
about their declining population growth though they
are 120 million in numbers as against only 62,000
Zoroastrians in India. At the current rate of decline
Japanese will not die out in 300
years whereas the alarm bells
are already ringing for the Zoro-
astrians in India. Sadly, in India,
the persons in power including
the priests are unable to hear
these alarm bells.

One sincerely hopes that
the Parsee community in In-
dia wakes up to this danger of
extinction.

Today the situation is such
that the Parsee community in
India has kept its door open ONE-WAY, and that is,
the door to throw people out if they inter-marry. This
needs to be stopped immediately. The intermarried
Zoroastrians and their progeny have an equal right to
worship and follow Zoroastrianism without any dis-
crimination, if they so desire. There is simply no Zo-
roastrian law or injunction against it. On the contrary
stopping such people from following the teachings of
our prophet is a grave religious sin.

ARZ desires that in the case of inter-married
couples, their spouses, whether male or female, and
children, must be initiated into the Zoroastrian faith,
if they so desire. ARZ has been performing marriages
through the Zoroastrian rites and also performing
Navjotes, as mentioned above, through various learned
mobeds on its panel.

ARZ also provides assistance to childless parsee
couples who desire to adopt children.

The Dokhmas in Mumbai, Pune and all other places
across India have failed in the absence of Vultures.
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The condition therein is pathetic. Yet those in power
refuse to provide an alternate means of disposal to the
Parsees.

An increasing number of Parsees are therefore opt-
ing for cremation / burial. ARZ assists them in the
performance of all Zoroastrian prayers through its
priests.

ARZ has been trying to bring about awareness by
educating the masses about the Universality of the
message of Prophet Zarathushtra by organizing lec-
tures of learned speakers and also through newspaper
advertisements and articles.

The intermarried Parsees and their families in India,
are ostracized and are not allowed to even enter the

Zoroastrian places of worship
by the so called orthodox.
ARZ realizes that all fami-
lies of Intermarried Zoroastri-
ans need institutional back up
and a sense of belonging to the
religion.
ARZ is now, therefore, in
the process of setting up a
Zoroastrian Center in Pune.
The Center will act both as a
religious and as an educational
center. This place will be open
to all without any racial or other discrimination. The
total project cost is about Rs.16 million.

\oluntary Donations for the cause are welcome.
YOUR SUPPORT MEANS ALOT TO ARZ.

LET US JOINTLY BRING ZOROASTRIANISM
TO ITS PRISTINE GLORY AND OBTAIN THE DI-
VINE BLESSINGS OF AHURA MAZDA.

For any further information you may get in touch
with us on
+91 22 98213 46601.

“MY RELIGION MUST SURVIVE IN MY
COUNTRY”.

KHSHNAOTHRA AHURAHE MAZDAO.
Dr. Keiki B. Grant
Kerssie N. Wadia
Vispy N. Wadia
Capt. Behram H. Surty
Aspi N. Billimoria
Farhad Bottlewala
Trustees,ARZ.
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Editor’s Note: Chehre Nama will be featuring a column to honor contemporary Zoroastrians who are exemplify-
ing the message of Zarathushtra through their deeds and who have initiated notable and sustained acts of reach-
ing out and helping humanity at large during these turbulent times. These individuals have been able to rise
above self interest and reach out to those who are vulnerable and need a helping hand.

Khushru Poacha: Founder of Indianblooddonors.com
This man saves lives, one click at a time

Source: http://getahead.rediff.com/report/2009/oct/20/this-man-saves-lives-one-click-at-a-time.htm

“A few years later, | witnessed the death of a
welder because he couldn’t get blood. The two
incidents really shook me up,” Poacha says, “And
that was when | expressed to my wife my desire
of doing something.”

Poacha, however, had no clue about how he
could make a difference until one day, sitting in
a cyber cafe with a 56 kbps connection, the idea
came to him.

“1 did not know head or toe of the Internet, let
alone about domain names, but | knew this would
be the tool that would make a difference,” he says,

By: Abhishek Mande

For over ten years now, Khushroo Poacha has
stood by the sole belief that to do good work you
don’t need money. Poacha runs indianblooddo-
nors.com (IBD), a site that lets blood donors and
patients in need of blood connect with each other
almost instantaneously. He also does not accept
cash donations.

The site has been live for almost ten years and
with over 50,000 donors in its database, IBD is
perhaps a classic example of what the Internet is
truly capable of. But more importantly, it is a re-
flection of a single human being’s desire to make a
difference to this world.

It all started in the mid-"90s when Khushroo explaining the dotcom extension to the site.

Poacha, an employee with the Indian Railways in Over the next few months, Poacha liquidated
Nagpur saw a doctor being beaten up because he  practically all his savings, purchased a domain
couldn’t save a patient’s life. No one inthe mob  name and started up indianblooddonors.com.
seemed to understand that it was the lack of blood “During the time, there were no companies

that caused the death. booking or hosting web domains in India [ Images

At 1M Ahmedabad with Prof Anil Gupta Releasing a
Poster of IBD.
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]. I was paying USD 300 every three months to
keep the site live and running. Meanwhile, | had
spent almost Rs 40,000 in developing the site and
had gone practically bankrupt,” he says.

Poacha says he even went to a local newspaper
to place an ad. “I needed visibility and that was
the only way | thought I could reach out to the
people. The day the ad appeared, | was expecting
a flood of registrations,” he recollects. “No one
registered.”

The silver lining to the dark cloud came when
someone from the outskirts of his hometown Nag-
pur contacted him, expressing interest. “It was a
saving grace,” Poacha says.

Meanwhile, the dotcom bubble had burst and
Poacha was being told what a fool he had been.
And then there were household expenses to be
taken care of too.

“There were many occasions when unpaid
phone bills would be lying in the house and there
would be no money to pay them off,” Poacha rec-
ollects, adding that “things always have a way of
sorting themselves out. And mysteriously during
such times, a cheque would make its way into the
mailbox.”

Poacha admits that his wife was quite appre-
hensive about his endeavour. “But she believed in
me,” he says, “And that has made all the differ-
ence.”

Visibility, however, was still an issue. No pub-
lication was willing to write about him. No major
hospital or blood bank was interested in taking his
calls.

And then the 2001 Gujarat Earthquake hap-
pened. As visuals of the devastation flashed before
his eyes on television, Poacha realised yet again
he had to do something.

Only this time he knew just what.

“| called up (television channel) Zee News and
requested them to flash the site’s name on the
ticker and they agreed.”

Five minutes later, the ticker was live. Ten min-
utes later, the site crashed.
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“l spoke to the people who were hosting the site
(by now website hosting had started off in India)
and explained to them the situation. They imme-
diately put me on a fresh server and over the next
three days or so I received some 3,500 odd regis-
trations,” Poacha recollects.

Realising the difference he had made, the 42-
year-old started working on getting visibility
again.

Over the next few months, Poacha had contact-
ed every major magazine and sure enough, a few
responded. “Outlook (magazine) wrote about me,
then (British newspaper) The Guardian followed

My wife and | with a Patient Late Mrs Chaterjee from
Nagpur who needed blood in Chennai.

suit and then came the BBC,” he says.

Along the way, IBD had also gone mobile. All
you had to do was type out a message and send
it to a short code and you’d have a list of blood
donors in your inbox.

As luck would have it, the service became far
too popular for Poacha’s pocket. “By then | had
stopped taking cash donations and had to discon-
tinue it,” he says.

Interestingly, IBD is not yet registered as an
NGO. “We function as individuals. We don’t take
donations and only accept bumper stickers (of
IBD) and postage stamps to send out those stick-
ers and create awareness,” he says, “I was asked

*ﬁh%tﬁ%%l%z



to deliver a lecture at 1M during a social entrepre-
neurship seminar and was asked what my suste-
nance model was. | replied I didn’t have one. And
| have been doing this for the last ten years.”

Today, the database of IBD is growing at the
rate of 10-15 users every day and the requests
have grown from 25 to 40 per day.

Poacha says he eats, drinks and breathes IBD.
“The zeal | had ten years
ago has not diminished and
the site continuously sees
innovation.” The latest,
Poacha tells us, is the option
of being an exclusive donor
to one patient.

“During my journey, |
realised there were some
patients who required blood
every month. So if you
want, we can put you onto
them so you can continue
making a sustained differ-
ence to one person’s life.”

IBD is currently on an
auto pilot mode and Poa-
cha continues to keep his
day job. He says, “Initially
| would take the calls and
personally connect the do-
nor with the patient’s rela-
tive. But | know only three
languages and I’d get calls
from all over India,” he laughs.

Poacha recounts an incident that never left him:
“A man from Chandigarh called me and told me
he was desperately seeking A-ive blood for his
2-year-old. About five minutes after the call, he
got the (difficult to find) blood group he needed.
Soon after the surgery he called me up crying,
thanking me for saving his child’s life. For me, it
was just another day at work. But his whole world
was at stake that day. | can never forget that call.”

Last year Poacha was invited to the Asian So-

Giving a Talk in Seoul, Korea.
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cial Entrepreneurs Summit
2008 in South Korea where
venture capitalists argued
that it wasn’t possible to
sustain an endeavour without
money. He says, “I pointed
out that Mother Teresa had
no revenue model when she
started
the
Missionaries of Charity. If
you want to do good work,
you simply do it.”
For someone who has
sustained his enterprise
for a decade with just a
few bumper stickers and
postage stamps, Khushroo
Poacha knows best.
Khushroo works for the
Indian Railways in Nagpur
Central Railway. He is 42
years old and lives with his
wife Fermin who works for
the J.N.Tata Parsi Girls
High School in the city of
Nagpur.
He is working on another
initiative www.givemedi-
cines.org which motivates
people to donate their
unused medicines to the
needy. “Helping people in
need is my passion. It is thanks to my Mother Mrs
Katie Poacha who taught us to reach out to people
in need. And thanks to my Wife Fermin who sup-
ported me when we were struggling. | like to give
and motivate other people also to give. There are
so many people out there who cannot afford a
meal a day and we have so much.”

May Ahura Mazda bless him and support him in
his endeavors on helping mankind for he is truly
living the vision of Zarathushtra.
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GATHAS BY ZARATHUSHTRA SPITAMA

ORDER AND SEQUENCE

Presented at: ZAGNY, FEZANA & WZO, A Gatha Colloquium, “Gatha Perceptions: from Past to Future,”

Photo by: Ardeshir Baghkhanian

By: Ali A. Jafarey

Indo-Iranian Way of Preserving
the Compositions:

We have stories preserved by
the peoples all over the world. But
a perusal through most of them,
before writing came into practice,
would reveal that since they were
passed on from mouth to mouth
in prose, and we know that prose
is very prone to be paraphrased,
the simple stories were shortened,
lengthened, altered, exaggerated,
allegorized, mythicized and mysti-
fied. However, the Indo-Iranians
developed a wonderful way of
preserving their sayings intact
-- POETRY. It is easy to memo-
rize and hard to interpolate and/or
paraphrase. We have the Rig Veda
plus other compositions and certain
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parts of the Avesta intact in poems
from that time.

In spite of the present Western-
ization, the Indo-Iranians have
preserved their love of memorizing
poetry. My mother, one who could
read and could not write, recited
several thousands of couplets from
the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi from
memory. The late Dr. Moham-
mad Jafar Mahjoub, Professor of
the Tehran University, had around
20,000 couplets of Persian poetry
in memory. The late Dr. Hasan
Khatibi, Professor of the Tehran
University and Director of Iranian
Red Sun-and-Lion (Red Cross)
Society had memorized. about
70,000 couplets. The same holds
true about any literate, and even
illiterate, persons of the Indo-
Iranian Culture, from Tajikistan
to Turkey and from India to Iraq .
And frequent quotations in poetry
lend beauty and eloquence to the
conversation between two or more
persons. So different from our Eng-
lish and its sisters that sound “dry”
when compared to the flowery
Indo-lranian common conversa-
tion!

The names of the composers
were also preserved. The Rig-
Veda tradition has even the songs
composed by various family poets
preserved in groups under the fam-
ily names. A close linguistic study

the California Zoroastrian Center

would show the particular style and
vocabulary by each composer and
family of the song collection.

Turning to the Gathas, they form
only 1/16th of the extant Avesta
(). They show (a) the dialect, (b)
the personal vocabulary of com-
poser, (c) first person singular
usage by the poet, (d) also Zara-
thushtra uses his own name for
16 times in the Gathas, and this is
fully in accordance with the well-
established Indo-Iranian tradition,
as already elaborated that the poet/
poetess mentions his/her name,
usually in the third person, general-
ly in every collection of the poems
or, if each poem stands by itself,
then all the poems, and (e) above
all, the unique individual style, all
pointing to ONE person,. This is
how the reader knows the name of
the composer of a collection or a
poem.

Compared to the Gathas, all
other compositions in the Avesta
are mostly narratives by a third
person, and not by known or as-
cribed composers. The only excep-
tions in third person narratives are
the Haptanghaiti, composed by
more than one of his disciples, and
a number of the Yashts and other
pieces. We do not see the names
of their composers in any of them.
Why? We do not know.

I have my opinion. It is because

CAN

=S

<<




the post-Gathic authorities wanted
to attribute the entire Avesta to
Zarathushtra in order to make it
authoritative. So, even if like the
Rig Veda, they had some of the
names of the composers, they were
removed. However, there is a hint
in Dinkard I11. The question by the
Heretic (Ashmogh/ahlamog) and
the answer show that the Gathas
were definitely considered as “re-
vealed by God to Zarathushtra” and
other parts of the Avesta were com-
posed by certain Amesha Spentas,
Yazatas and the persons before and
after Zarathushtra (2). Whatever
the case, we see that the Iranian
traditions in Avesta and Pahlavi
are all unanimous in certifying that
Zarathushtra is the ONLY com-
poser of the Gathas.

The Gathas

We all know that the Gathas
consist of 17 songs, that they are
divided into five metrical chapters,
that each of the chapters has its
name (3), that they have a total of
241 stanzas of more than 5,500
words, and that they are assigned
to Zarathushtra Spitama. Therefore,
they should be on their own as a
separate unit. But this is not the
case. We see that they are part of
the 72 sections of what are col-
lectively called at present as the
“Yasna -- Veneration.” Although
Yatha Ahu or Ahuna Vairya stanza
is the 13th stanza of 27th H&/Haiti/
section of the Yasna, and Asha
Vahishta or Ashem Vohu follows as
the 14th stanza, they are mentioned
as independent “baghé — pieces”
in sections 19 and 20 of the Yasna.
On the other hand, the Ahunavaiti
(literary “Containing Ahuna)
Gatha, the first seven-song metri-
cal chapter, which, because of its

name and meter, should obviously
follow Ahuna Vairya, has its songs
from sections 28 to 34. The next
three metrical chapters, Ushtavaiti
to Vohu Khshathrya, begin from
section 43 and end at section 50.
The last, Vahishta Ishti and its end-
ing Airyema Ishyo comprise Yasna
sections 53 and 54. It may be noted
that Yatha Ahu has the meter of
Songs 1 to 7 (Ahunavaiti Gatha),
and Airyema Ishyo, the meter of
Song 17 (Vahishtoishti), a clear
sign that they are the beginning
and the end of the Gathas and are
not independent pieces outside the
Gathic compact.

This raises a question: Why is
a compact of songs by Zarathush-
tra a loose part of the 72 sections
of the Avestan Yasna and if at all,
they form a part of it, why are they
not in the beginning or at the end
of it, or even in a compact form
at the center or anywhere? (4) For
an answer, | repeat my statement
made in my paper, “STOT YASN,
the Sassanian Book of the Gathic
Texts, (a lost nask, never lost),”
presented at the “WZO Confer-
ence on Zoroastrianism in Iran ,”
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in this very city on Saturday, May
6th 1989. It says: “The reasons
for the inconsistency are several
and lie outside the scope of this
essay. All that can be said here is
this that | have found to this day
no trace of the present-day order
of the extant Yasna in any Middle
Persian or Persian writing. But
the manuscripts, none older than
700 years old, present it as it is.
That means that something hap-
pened after the 9th century that it
was reduced in this sequence of 72
sections, a sequence in which the
collected “preparatory” and “con-
cluding” compositions as well as a
few Yashts (the Hom and Sarosh)
and other important pieces were
put together in writing as they were
recited by the authoritative priests.”
Let me elaborate it a little more.
Only the Staota Yesnya parts of the
72-section Yasna have their names
mentioned at the end of each of
them. (5) We have Section 13
conclude by saying “We venerate
Fravarti Haiti and that too by recit-
ing, memorizing and singing it.”
Haptanghaiti Yasna (sections 35 to
41) is venerated by name at its
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conclusion in stanza 8 of Section
4

1. Section 54 venerates the Gathas
and Staota Yesnya by names in its
concluding stanza. Section 55 is
in praise of the Gathas and Stoata
Yesnya. Sections 58 and 59 ven-
erate Fshusho Manthra and the
entire collection of Staota Yesnya.
It may be noted that I have given
the Avestan names in my following
restored sequence. The rest of the
sections, from 1 to 72, minus those
mentioned above, carry no names
and only the usual Yenghe Hatam
shows their ends.

I may mention here that we have
the Pahlavi translation and brief
explanations of the Yasna and the
Visperad. The oldest Iranian manu-
script carries the date of November
17, 1323. (6) It means around 670
years after the fall of the Sassanian
Empire. We know that the destruc-
tion of the Scriptures and massacre
of the Mobeds started with the
Muslim conquest of the Greater
Iran during the Caliphate of Umar
(636-644 CE), was intensified un-
Yisuf Thaqafi (694-714 CE), and
continued for more than a millen-
nium.

In other words, the details of
the Staota Yesnya (Pahlavi Stot
Yasn/Yasht) -- comprising of the
Gathas and their supplements of
the Haptanghaiti (formerly known
only as the “Yasna/Yasn/Yasht” in
the Sassanian Zoroastrian litera-
ture but now Yasna sections 35 to
41), Yenghe Hatam (now Section
27:15), Fshusho-Mafithra (now
Section 58), and Fravarti (now
Sections 11:17 to 13:8) — show that
they formed a separate and inde-
pendent Nask during the Sassanian
period. It was only after the loss of
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the Nasks as the canonized collec-
tion that the Mobeds reconstructed
it out of their sharp memory that
has given us the 72 sections of
what now we call as “Yasna.” It
has its introductory sections and
then the Staota Yesnya with a few
interpolated sections, and again the
complementary sections, exactly in
the form the leading Mobeds used
to recite after the fall of the Sassa-
nian Empire and during the follow-
ing centuries of the Muslim occu-
pation. The 72-section Yasna has
no record in the Pahlavi books as
a separate, independent nask. The
introductory and complementary
sections — 0 to 11:16, 14 to 27:12,
42,52, 57, and 59 to72 - belonged,
most probably, to the Hadha-
mafithrik category of the 21-Nasks.
T We must, however, admit that the
present form of the Yasna has not
only preserved the Staota Yesnya
for us but provides us with the way
the rituals were performed in mem-
orizing and chanting them. That
gives it a significant importance.
We owe it to the sharp memory
of the harassed and yet steadfast
Mobeds. They have done a great
service in preserving the Avesta.
Following the Gathas schol-
ars of the late 18th and early 19th
centuries to our age, | too placed
the Gathas outside the Yasna in
my Persian edition of “Stot Yasn,”
Tehran, 1980, with the difference
that | added the Haptanghaiti,
Yenghe Hatam, Fshusho Marithra
Hadhoakhta, and Fravarti, all in
the Gathic dialect, to it. It was the
restoration of the Sassanian Nask
for the first time. My translation of
the Gathas is arranged as following
and you will read the reasons for it:
(@) Introduction:
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1. Ashem Vohu, the Main Motto
of the Good Religion in two metri-
cal lines of 12 syllables each, the
only stanza with this meter. It says
that radiant happiness comes to a
person who is precise in action and
selfless in service.

2. Yatha Ahu is the Principle of
Choice and the election of a supe-
rior being and guiding leader, based
only and solely on good consider-
ation of the person’s competence in
taking the proper and precise action
in leading the human society and
rehabilitating those, who have lost
their rights. It is, in fact, the Basic
Principle of Advanced Democracy.

3. Song 1: Ahya Yasa, Humbly
| Pray, the Preamble as a Prayer.

A perusal of the Indo-Iranian lore
will show that every work -- com-
position, message, drama, and
other literary and art productions
-- began with a solemn prayer. All
Iranian and Indian books, from
one hundred years to more than
one thousand years ago, have their
introduction in form of veneration,
a solemn prayer to the God or any
god, goddess, prophet and saint.
The best known to the Iranian and
Parsi communities is the Shah-
nameh of Ferdowsi. (7) A master
piece of poetry to present the pre-
Islamic History of Iran, it begins:

“Great Lord of Life and Wis-
dom, In Your Name

Which to transcend no flight of
thought may claim;

The Lord of honor and of place
and pride

Who gives our daily bread and is
our guide,”

In all fifteen couplets, a full
song! | remember the days when
my Dad and Sister took me to see
Indian dramas. The curtain rose




only to see the entire team -- he-
roes, heroines and villains-- pray-
ing together. The actual play began
with the curtain going up for the
second time.

Let us turn to Rig Veda, contem-
porary to the Gathas. It begins its
every Mandala/Circle/Book with
a prayer to Agni, Fire god, with
the exception of Mandala 8 with a
prayer to Indra and Mandala 9 to
Soma Juice.

That is what we see Zara-
thushtra doing by following the
Indo-Iranian tradition. Song
1 =Yasna Section 28 is the
first song, the Preamble to
his “Thought-provoking”

Divine Message with
which he pledges that
he and his companions”
shall convince [even]
the barbarians to choose
the right religion.”
Chronologically, it must
have been composed or
revised after he sure saw
his divine mission a suc-
cess with King Vishtaspa as
a sublime supporter.

(b) Before the Conversion
of King Vishtaspa:

Then he has his Songs 2 to 11
that show the period before the
event of Kavi Vishtaspa adopting
the Good Religion. In fact, Song
2 reminds us of the Indo-Iranian
drama tradition. Yatha Ahu is the
title stanza. Song 1 is the Prayer
with the first rise of the curtain and
Song 2 is the Drama that begins
with the second rise of the curtain.

4. Song 2, Khshmavaya Géush-
urvana, is, to the best of my knowl-
edge, the oldest drama in the world,
composed by the person, who is
himself a human hero of the drama.

It is the Choice of Asho Zarathush-
tra as the Rehabilitating Master and
the Guiding Leader of the Living
World because of his realization of
the Divine Message and determina-
tion of spreading it to Humanity
so that “fury, rapine, outrage and
aggression” is pacifically replaced
by good wisdom, freedom, peace,
prosperity and progress.

5. Song 3, At-ta Vashshya: The
Doc- trine

begins with
“Good and Evil” or better “Right
and Wrong.” Recognizing the
freedom of choice of every person,
it is expounded that “Good and
Right” is what benefits and “Bad
and Wrong” what causes harms or
retards the Living World. Eventu-
ally the wrongful would realize
their fault and turn rightful. The
Doctrine advocates that all should
endeavor to continue renovating

and modernizing the life and living.

6. Song 4, Ta-véUrvata: Guid-
ance to choose Good from Euvil,
right from wrong. It teaches so that
the learning person practices it and
then teaches it to others. The Guid-
ance is intertwined with prayers
that boost the Doctrine.

7. Song 5, Khwaétumaithya: Ab-
erration: Exposure of the harmful
and wrongful creed of the exploit-
ing priests and princes (Karapans
and Kavis) of the daeva-worship,
the worship of false gods that leads

to superstitions and the conse-
quential harms to the society.
8. Song 6, Yathaish-itha:
Devotion to Duty in serv-
ing the Cause of the Good
Religion.
9. Song 7, Ya Shy-
aothan&: Renovation
of the world through
the Divine Message by
eliminating wrong and
promoting right.
10. Song 8, Ushtavaiti:
Realization: Helping the
followers to “Realize Self,
Nature and God,” as real-
ized by Zarathushtra himself
so that all enjoy radiant happi-
ness without any discrimination.

11: Song 9: Tat Thwa Peresa,
Answering Questions: Inspiring
the followers to seek, search and
research through Questions and ob-
taining the Answers as Zarathushtra
did. It leads to God, the Creation
and the right way of good life.

12. Song 10: At Fravakhshya,
Proclamation: With the spread of
the Message, Zarathushtra pro-
claims his mission to those who
have gathered from far and near to
listen to his words.

13. Song 11. K&m Nemoi Zam,
From Suffering to Success: His
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convincing words and the “Proc-
I

amation” drive the priests and
princes to intensify their opposi-
tion. Cornered by them, he seeks
guidance, leaves his homeland,
risks his life to face the very pow-
erful King Vishtaspa and his court-
iers, and finally wins them over.

(c) After the Conversion of King
Vishtaspa:

14: Song 12. Spenta Mainya,
Progressive Mentality: Zarathush-
tra begins expounding the Good
Religion to the wise who could
understand him better.

15. Song 13. Yézidha,Victory
over Wrong: The speed of the Mes-
sage increases and Zarathushtra
observes the sure success of his
mission.

16. Song 14. At-ma-yava,
Removing Obstruction: While
Zarathushtra wishes to convince
his arch enemies of his Message,
he has new aides to help him to
peacefully remove the obstructions
put by the opponents, further his
mission, and work to renovate life
the best.

17. Song 15. Kat-moi-urva,
Communion with God: With the
mission progressing to his satisfac-
tion, Zarathushtra communions
with Mazda to express his gratitude
and pray for more strength.

18. Song 16. Voh( Khshathra
Vairya, the Good Dominion of
Choice: The Mission is a great
success. The Good Dominion of
the Choice of the People is estab-
lished. Zarathushtra appreciates
the part played by his companions.
He mentions some by their names
in the song and invents a tradition
that preserves the names of all of
them and more in a long list in the
Farvardin Yasht. He “lovingly en-
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circles” his men and women.

19: Song 17. Vahishto-ishti, Best
Wish: With his mission completed,
Zarathushtra realizes his best wish.
The occasion coincides with his
youngest daughter’s marriage, and
he has a few words for the brides
and bridegrooms for leading a life
of righteous competence to pro-
mote the world.

20. Airyemanah Ishya: The
Departing Wish for the Great Fel-
lowship of Zarathushtrian Men and
Women.

A careful look at the sequence
shows the order in which Zara-
thushtra arranged his composition
of the songs. It is very chrono-

logical and yet its beginning with
a prayer song and end with a wish,
shows the Indo-Iranian tradition.
And above all, the Gathas are
definitely DIDACTIC. They are
pretty prayers to tactfully teach and
gladly guide all the living. They
are Manthras, thought-provokers
through Vohu Manah, Good Mind,
the loving leader of life. And, they
also present easy, simple, concen-
trative and above all, meditative
rituals.

Yes, the beauty of the Gathas
is that they are prayers to Mazda
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Ahura and at the same time, they
convey “Mafithra,” the thought-
provoking Divine Doctrine. Each
of the stanzas is connected in
thought with each of the rest. It is a
well-woven, well-patterned mosaic
of a meaningful message.

And | conclude by repeating
myself that “The Gathas are a
well-worded, well-versed, well-pat-
terned, well-defined, well-rounded,
well-turned, well-linked, coher-
ent, cohesive, concise, and precise
divan of the Divine Doctrine by
a Master-Marithran (Thought-
provoker) and Prime-Poet” and by
adding that they are prayerful di-
dactics and didactical prayers. The
Doctrine is ever-rational, ever-log-
ical, ever-practical, ever-fresh and
ever-freshening recommendations.
They are never-imposing, never-
prohibiting, never-prescribing and
never proscribing commandments.
They guide people to listen and
ponder, learn and practice, and then
teach and propagate. The Gathas
are in their proper order and that
the entire Gathas of 241 stanzas,
from Ashem Vohu and Yatha Ahu
through the seventeen songs to the
concluding A Airyéma Ishya, are
by one person and that one person
is Zarathushtra Spitdma Haéchatas-
pa, the unique personality who
composed and left us his Manthras
in an excellent mode of order and
sequence.

EE I

Notes:

1. The entire Avesta is about 98,000
words as compared to about 6,000 words
of the Gathas — 1/16th.

2. Book 3, Denkard, edited by Pesho-
tun Dastoor Behramjee Sanjana, 1876,

English translation of volumes 2-4 by
Ratanshah E. Kohiyar.

3. The Gathas are divided into five




metrical groups:

(1) Ahunavaiti Gatha — meter: three
lines of 7-9 syllables each;

(2) Ushtavaiti Gatha — meter: five
lines of 4-7 syllables each;

(3) Spenta Mainyu Gathas — meter:
four lines of 4-7 syllables each;

(4) Vohu Khshathra Gatha — meter;
three lines of 7-7 syllables each; and

(5) Vahishta Ishti Gatha — meter: six
lines of 7-5 syllables each.

Note: Certain irregularities in meter
are due to two reasons: (1) the mispro-
nunciations

evolved because of the loss of un-
derstanding the language by the memoriz-
ers and

(2) The usual way of singing that
shortens or lengthens an appropriate
vowel in the

line.

4. The Position of the seventeen songs
in the Yasna:

(1) Ashem Vohu as 14th stanza of
Yasna 27;

(2) Yatha Ahu as 13th stanza of
Yasna 27,

(3) Song 1 as Yasna 28, (4) Song 2
as Yasna 29,

(5) Song 3 as Yasna 30,

(6) Song 4 as Yasna 31,

(7) Song 5 as Yasna 32,

(8) Song 6 as Yasna 33,

(9) Song 7 as Yasna 34.

Then a gap of nine sections from
Yasna 35 to 42.

(10) Song 8 as Yasna 43,

(11) Song 9 as Yasna 44,

(12) Song 10 as Yasna 45,

(13) Song 11 as Yasna 46,

(14) Song 12 as Yasna 47,

(15) Song 13 as Yasna 48,

(16) Song 14 as Yasna 49,

(17) Song 15 as Yasna 50, and

(18) Song 16 as Yasna 51.

Gap of non-Gathic Yasna.

(19) Song 17 as Yasna 53, and

(20) Stanza Airyema Ishya as Yasna
54.

5. References: Ashem Vohu and Yatha
Ahu - Yasna 27:15; the 17 songs in 28:12,
29::12, 30:12, 31:23, 32:17, 33:15, 34:186,
43:17, 44:21, 45:12, 46:20, 47:7, 48:13,
49:13, 50:13, 51:23, 53:10, and Airyema
Ishya 54:2. Also the Gathas and Staota
Yesnya are mentioned in 54:2 and Yasha

55, 58 and 59. Haptanghaiti collectively
in Yasna 41:8. Fshusho Manthra in 59:33.
Fravarti (“Choice” of Good Conscience
religion Initiation Ceremony — Yasha 12-
13) in 13:8.

6. Prolegomena page VI, Avesta, The
Sacred Books of The Parsis, edited by
Karl F. Geldner, Stuttgart, 1886.

7. Shahnameh .... is an enormous
poetic opus written by the Persian poet
Ferdowsi around 1000 AD and is the
national epic of Iran. The Shahnameh tells
the mythical and historical past of Greater
Iran from the creation of the world up
until the Islamic conquest of Iran in the
7th century.

Aside from its literary importance,
the Shahnameh, written in almost pure
Persian unmixed with adoptions from
Avrabic, has been pivotal for reviving the
Persian language after the massive influ-
ence of Arabic. This voluminous work,
regarded by Persian speakers as a literary
masterpiece, also reflects Greater Iran’s
history, cultural values, ancient religions
(Zoroastrianism), and profound sense
of nationhood. Ferdowsi completed the
Shahnameh when national independence
had been compromised. While there
are memorable heroes and heroines of
the classical type in this work, the real,
ongoing hero is Iran itself. It is thus an
important book for all Persian speakers of
the Iranian world, including Afghanistan,
Tajikistan and to other Persian speakers of
Central Asia, as well as the many Iranians
living abroad all around the world since
the Revolution of 1979.

This book is also important to the
remaining 200,000 Zoroastrians, because
the Shahnameh traces the history of Zo-
roastrian religion from its beginnings up
to the defeat of the last Zoroastrian king
by Arab invaders. (From Wikipedia, the
free encyclopedia on the Internet http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shahnameh)
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schooling up to the University level
in Karachi. He has a doctorate in
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hrowing Up Zoroastrian

in the 21st Century

By: Varta Mehr Ariaban

Growing up my father never
missed a chance to teach my
brother and | about who we are
and where we came from. Luckily
for him we lived in a small town
far away from everyone and ev-
erything. He took advantage of the
long car rides to tell stories about
Ashu Zartosht, Cyrus the Great,
Hooshang, Qiumars, and other
important figures in the Zoroastrian
religion. He also would play Avesta
tapes to make sure we learned our
prayers, translating them so that we
would understand the significance.
We were quizzed on the parts of the
Faravahar to make sure we knew
what all its component signify and
represent.

When it came to holidays, my
brother and I never cared that we
weren’t celebrating “American”
holidays. While other kids got one
day of Christmas, we got thirteen
days of No Rooz, not to mention
Yalda, Sadeh, and Gahambars. In
elementary school my mother even
set up a Haft Seen in our class-
rooms and taught the students about
what everything meant. Kids would
go home and tell their parents that
they wanted to be Zoroastrian.
From an early age, my brother and |
were proud of who we were and the
culture from that we came.

High school was the first time
that I really started to feel that | was
in the minority of religions. Never
before had | ever heard of someone
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fasting during Ramadan and all of a
sudden | was being lectured on why
it was so wrong of me to eat a ham
and cheese sandwich. Aside from
having to explain that not all Per-
sians are Muslim, for the first time
in my life, | was debunking false
accusations about fire worshipping,
and correcting teachers when they
referred to the Zoroastrian religion
as an extinct faith. While it hurt and
angered me that so many people
have a twisted view of our faith, |
had to remember what | was always
taught in Avesta class when | was
younger. In every situation in life
there are two paths to take, it is up
to me to choose the right path and
find the good in the opportunity
given to me. Therefore, instead of
shrugging off or getting upset at the
ignorance of others, | used those
moments as a chance to educate
them and gave them the correct
facts about who Zoroastrians are
and what we believe.

I am now attending medical
school far away from home and
living without my parents for the
first time. Within the first days of
arriving and getting to know my
roommate, the conversation turned
to religion. I am grateful that my
parents and Avesta class teachers
instilled the knowledge and pride in
me that makes me eager and able to
teach others about Zoroastrianism.

I am excited to set up a Haft Seen
on my own and have already told
several of our neighbors that they
are all invited to jump over the fire
at Chahar Shambeh Soori.
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Just a few months ago | found
myself taking part in the adult dis-
cussion group during my nephews
Avesta class; the topic, “Growing
Up Zoroastrian in the 21st Century.
While | enjoyed listening to oth-
ers’ stories, there was definitely a
disconnect between what those who
grew up in Iran and India experi-
enced and what I, as a first genera-
tion born and raised in America,
went through. Zoroastrians raised in
Iran and India experience the bene-
fits of living in a country where our
religion is part of the history and
culture, not three-sentence blurbs
in textbooks. The most important
factor of growing up Zoroastrian in
the 21st century outside of Iran or
India is the parents. Parents must
make sure to teach their children
everything they know about being
Zoroastrian and make sure that their
kids are proud of who they are.

Varta is a 24 year old medical
student who is currently attending
American University of Antigua
Med School; she was born and
raised in Northern Virginia.
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Letter from a reader:

ZOROASTRIANISM AND
ENVIRONMENTALISM

By: Orang Demehry

Countless aspects of Zoroastrian-
ism remain not only relevant today
but in fact critical to the peaceful
survival of humankind. It is the old-
est of the revealed world religions
and, according to Mark Boyce- “Zo-
roastrians: Their Religious Beliefs
and Practices”, more influence on
humankind, directly and indirectly,
than any other single faith. Zoro-
astrianism beliefs such as free will
and environmental consciousness
have influenced and can be seen in
other religious faiths and non-secular
ideologies and practices.

Why is this important? One of
the great dialogues of today centers
on the balancing act between envi-
ronmental protection and progress/
population growth. | am not tack-
ling this endless global debate, but
bringing the focus back to the simple
and profound message introduced
to the world thousands of years ago
regarding its inhabitants and interde-

pendence with the environment, also
referred to as ecology. Zoroastrian-
ism is also a practical faith. There-
fore I outline examples of everyday
actions we and our children can take
towards a better coexistence with our
environment in today’s world.

The message is simple: the purity
of the earth, water and air is vital
to protecting nature and all that it
offers. Humans are considered to be
the seventh creation, and so must
protect the other six (sky, water,
earth, plant, animal, and fire). In
other words, we have been empow-
ered to oversee these seven creations,
including ourselves. We should
view life and growth (e.g., scientific
advances) as interdependent if har-
mony and perfection is to be the final
goal. A key Zoroastrian concept that
encapsulates this orderly existence,
referred to as Asha, is the “cosmic”
order. In this order there is a balance
and interdependence that we should
be aware of and respect. Science has
been unveiling key aspects of the
order in the material world, and reli-
gion on the spiritual level. Here are
some key messages and traditions as
it relates to ecology:

. All creations on the earth
are interconnected to each other,
and need each other for survival. If
I was to point to one passage in the
Gathas that supports this key mes-
sage (although there are others) is
the statement, “Ahura Mazda, May
we get closer to you by following the
rules of Asha and discover the values
of our body and soul.” (The Gathas
28-2). Note that to get closer to God
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or in other words be “God-like” is to
follow the rules of Asha, using both
our body (physical actions) and soul
(spiritual connection). It is impor-
tant here to have a good understand-
ing of ‘Asha’ (although pages could
be and have been written just on this
one concept). The word ‘Asha’ in
the vision of Zarathushtra means the
world order or the natural balance
and harmony that exist in the envi-
ronment. Asha is based on logical
organization of physical laws that
govern the entire creation (and exis-
tence) in our universe. Therefore, to
get closer to God through the rules of
Asha infers that we live in harmony
with nature and the environment
(everything that surrounds us). We
would live in harmony with nature
since we are also part of the rule of
Asha. Being closer to God is also a
symbol for being happy (the rea-
son we do everything we do in life)
and the opposite, not following the
rule of Asha, is moving away from
our ultimate happiness. Therefore,
interfering with this orderly system,
Asha, yields undesirable conse-
quences damaging the quality of life.
. At the end of time, human-
ity must give to Ahura Mazda (God)
the material world in its original
perfect form. “The ultimate goal
of life is to become one with Ahura
Mazda.”(The Gathas 45-11). The
belief is that this world is a scared
place and the life of earth is a gift
of God worthy of protection and
preservation to keep life. The symbol
of the burning torch of life is to be
passed on to the next generations,
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brighter and shinier than before.

*  Responsible for fighting
anything that is harmful to the very
purpose of creation.

*  Duty to care for both the
material and spiritual aspects of our
existence. Our lives should exhibit
simplicity, selflessness, purity, and
charity.

*  Environmental neglect is
considered negative/ evil. In The
Gathas 32-10 protection of useful
elements of life has been pointed out
distinctly. Keeping the environment
clean is one’s religious duty. The
major elements of life, namely, Air,
Water, Earth and Fire must be kept
clean at all times.

*  Empbhasis on personal
responsibly. “Good luck and bad
luck are the making of one’s deeds
respectively.” (The Gathas 31-20).

»  Prayers are said at sources of
pure water, and noble trees vener-
ated.

. Tradition to never enter a
river to wash in it or pollute it in any
way. According to Herodotus (c. 430
BCE): “They (the Persians) never
defile a river with the secretions of
their bodies, nor even wash their
hands in one; nor will they allow
others to do so, as they have a great
reverence for rivers.” Strabo, Book
XV, and Chapter 3.16, (written 17-23
ACE) states: “For the Persians nei-
ther urinate, nor wash themselves, in
a river; nor yet bathe therein nor cast
therein anything dead or any other
thing that is considered unclean.”

*  Asinto kill a young animal
or cut a sapling since it has not yet
fulfilled its part in the scheme of
things.

*  We plant a tree to celebrate
the birth of a new family member.

. Animals are treated well. In
The Gathas 32-12 killing of animals
is prohibited.
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Another example of Zoroastrian-
ism’s emphasis on the environment
is that specific holidays fall on the
equinoxes and solstices, as celebra-
tions of the natural cycles of the
earth. This is a reminder that we are
not separate from nature; we are an
intermingled part of its energy and
forces. Our actions, individually or
collectively, cause a natural reaction
and nature’s cycles and events have
a direct impact on us. Such actions
can always be good or bad, posi-
tive or negative, and are all of one
source. The one source is the collec-
tive energy that enables spiritual and
material existence. The key is being
knowledgeable enough, free from
ignorance, of our action’s conse-
quences.

The faith stresses the importance
of an individual’s action by stating
a thousand people cannot convince
one by words to the extent that one
person can convince a thousand
through action. The following is a
starter example list of things you can
do and teach your family:

- Talk about environmental is-
sues with your family, friends, neigh-
bors, etc.

- Reduce your purchases of
new goods as much as possible;
reuse goods first; and recycle paper,
plastics, metals and compostables
as much as possible. These actions
reduce the depletion of valuable
resources.

- Replace regular incandescent
light bulbs.

- Plant atree. Asingle tree
will absorb one ton of carbon diox-
ide over its lifetime.

- Buy more fuel efficient ve-
hicles.

- Urge your family and friends
to buy and eat seasonal, locally
grown, organic fresh foods when
available. Eat less meat. It takes 12

the California Zoroastrian Center

pounds of grain and 2500 gallons of
water to produce 1 pound of ham-
burger. Organic soils capture and
store carbon dioxide at much higher
levels than soils from conventional
farms.

- Drive less. Walk, bike, car-
pool or take mass transit more often.
- Never throw out your own

hazardous waste - like bug spray
cans, oil paint and paintbrush cleaner
or batteries - with the rest of the
trash.

- Turn the faucet off and on
instead of letting the water run while
washing your hands or brushing your
teeth. It will save lots of water.

- Encourage your family not
to use chemical fertilizers, pesticides
or other toxic household chemical
agents. They pollute streams, ground
water, and soil, not to mention bad
for your health.

- Turn off lights in your house
when not needed.

- Take action. Encourage
your school or business to reduce
emissions, encourage the switch
to renewable energy, conserve the
forests worldwide, tell Congress to
act by writing to your representative,
and join responsible environmental
groups.

Translation of the Gathas in this
article is by Mobed Mobedan, the
late Rostam Shahzadi.

Orang Demehry is a CPA and
management consultant specializing
in corporate and government com-
pliance and improvement strategies.
As a past board member of the Zoro-
astrian Association of Metropolitan
Washington (ZAMWI), founding
member of ZAMWI’s youth organiza-
tion and delegate to the Washington
D.C. interfaith council, he received
FEZANA’s outstanding youth award
in 1998.




lranians Celebrate anent

Persian

Fire Fest

Excerpts and pictures: by The Associated Press sourced from npr.org Feb 5, 2010

Iranian Zoroastrian youth carry torches to set fire
on an already prepared pile of wood, in a ceremony to
mark Sadeh, an ancient feast celebrating the creation
of fire, outside the capital of Tehran, Iran, Saturday,
Jan. 30, 2010. Thousands of Iranians gathered at dusk
to light giant bonfires in an ancient mid-winter festival
dating back to Iran’s pre-Islamic past that is provoking
new interest among Muslims.

An Iranian Zoroastrian priest sets fire to a prepared
pile of wood, where Zoroastrians gather in a ceremony
to mark Sadeh, an ancient feast celebrating the
creation of fire, outside the capital of Tehran, Iran,
Saturday, Jan. 30, 2010. Some thousands of Iranians
gathered at dusk to light giant bonfires in an ancient
mid-winter festival dating back to Iran’s pre-Islamic
past that is provoking new interest among Muslims.

CHAM, Iran January 31, 2010

Thousands of Iranians gathered at dusk against a
snowy mountain backdrop to light giant bonfires in
an ancient mid-winter festival dating back to Iran’s
pre-Islamic past that is drawing new interest from
Muslims.

Saturday’s celebration was the first in which
the dwindling remnants of Iran’s once plentiful
Zoroastrian religious minority were joined by
thousands of Muslims, reflecting a growing interest
in the strict Islamic society for the country’s ancient
traditions.

The festival, known as Sadeh, celebrates the
discovery of fire and its ability to banish the cold and
dark, and it is held in the frigid depths of winter.

Sadeh was the national festival of ancient Persia
when Zoroastrianism was the dominant religion,
before the conquest of Islam in the 7th century. Now it
is mostly celebrated just in the homes and temples of
Iran’s 60,000 remaining Zoroastrians.

Recently, however, there has been an upsurge of
interest among Iranian Muslims — more than 90
percent of the population — in their ancient heritage,
when vast Persian empires held sway over much of
central Asia and fought Greek warriors and Roman
legions.

“I’m proud of Sadeh because it is part of Iran’s
cultural heritage,” said Mohammed Saleh Khalili, a
Muslim Iranian who traveled from Meibod, a town in
central Iran, to join the celebrations. “Once it was a
national festival and for centuries it has been restricted
to Zoroastrians but there is no reason why Muslim
Iranians shouldn’t celebrate the event.”

Zoroastrianism is a monotheistic religion predating
Christianity and Islam and is believed to have
influenced those faiths — and Judaism as well —
being one of the first religions with a strong notion of
good and evil.

Zoroastrians believe they must fight evil through
good deeds, words and thoughts, including charity and
service. Fire plays a central role in worship as a
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symbol of truth and the spirit

of God. Prayer is often performed
in front of a fire, and consecrated
fires are kept perpetually burning in
major temples.

The religion was founded in
ancient Persia about 3,000 years
ago, according to some scholarly
estimates, by Zarathustra, or
Zoroaster, whom the faith considers
a prophet.

Zoroastrians once numbered in
the millions but were persecuted
and forced to convert after
Muslims rose to power in Iran.

A small number fled to India and
their descendants became known as
Parsis, or people from Persia.

According to some estimates,
there are only about 150,000
Zoroastrians in the world today.

After the 1979 revolution
brought in a hard-line religious
government, many Zoroastrians
emigrated to the U.S. and
their festivals were strongly
discouraged. However, they have
one lawmaker in Iran’s parliament.

On Saturday, in the small
mountain village of Cham in
central Iran, an estimated 5,000
people — more than half of them
Iranian Muslims — gathered for
the festival, as white-robed priests
recited hymns in ancient Persian
from their holy book and children
danced to lively music.

The ceremony climaxed with
men and women dressed in
traditional dress carrying torches
and lighting the massive bonfire.

There was even a police band on
hand playing the national anthem
and other patriotic music, evoking
wild cheers from the crowd of
people, who made V for victory
signs with their hands.
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The band’s presence marked
a once unheard of official stamp
of approval for the festival by the
government, which used to strongly
discourage anything to do with fire
worship.

“It appears that Sadeh once
again will be a real national festival
in Iran,” said Ebrahim Rezaei, also
a Muslim.,

Organizers held the festival
outdoors this year because of the
massive amount of interest from
Muslims in the celebrations.

“We are proud of inheriting
this great heritage from our
ancestors. Celebrating Sadeh is
celebrating the greatness of our
homeland,” Ardeshir Kameh, a
local Zoroastrian leader, told the
cheering crowd.

Although Islam has been
dominant for centuries in Iran, its
Zoroastrian past has left its mark
on the people through festivals and
traditions still celebrated to this
day.

The most well known is the
Iranian New Year, Nowruz,
celebrated in March, when people
light bonfires, set off firecrackers
and dance in the streets to put their
failures behind them and start the
new year with prosperity.

At the winter solstice, the
longest night of the year, Iranians
buy fruit, nuts and other goodies
to mark the feast of Chelleh,
also known as Yalda, an ancient
tradition when families get together
and stay up late, swapping stories
and munching on snacks. Sizdeh
Bedar, or public picnic day, on
April 4 is another legacy from the
pre-Islamic era.

Both were discouraged by
authorities in the early years after
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the Islamic Revolution by the
conservative clerical establishment,
but without success.

Sadeh in Isfahan
http://www.berasad.com/fa/content/
view/3221

Sadeh in Yazd
http://lwww.berasad.com/fa/content/
view/3211

Sadeh in Ahwaz
http://www.berasad.com/fa/content/
view/3214




Ask Nahid ﬂ

ear Nahid,

What is your view

on thls topic: logic and rational
thought are the guiding principles
of Zoroastrianism, right? And if so,
how can we believe in something
as mysterious and unknown as
“God” without having rational rea-
soning to back it up? | guess what
I’m trying to ask is, what is god, re-
ally? And why do we believe in it?

From: Roya Behmardian

D ear Roya,
As you said, Zoroastri-

anism is based on logic and rational
thought. So where does the logic
come in when trying to figure out
what God is? | believe that each
individual can use our own per-
sonal logic to decide and figure

out what God is to us. It must be
said that our families, friends, and
communities all influence our logic
in life. So, when it comes to under-
standing God, religion is one of the
biggest influences. The significant
duality of being Zartoshti allows
the individual to choose between
good and bad, right and wrong,
truth and fiction. These are the
basic principles or logic of the Zo-
roastrian religion. So that same rea-
soning would guide us to believe in
what we are able to determine to be
right or true or even logical about
God.

I suppose you had the answer in
your question. Logic and rational
thought are exactly what tells us
what God is. The most used mean-

|ng of the name Ahura Mazda is

“greatest wisdom.” If you apply
this to your understanding of what
Ahura Mazda is, it can be reflec-
tive of your own personal wisdom.
Simply put, our belief in God is
as strong as we want it to be. Our
image of God is what we decide it
to be. Our faith in God is as strong
as we let it be. Our religion is a
self-reflective philosophy, which is
what allows us to create God in our
own personal truths and wisdom.

In my own personal view, |
believe that wisdom needs to be
guided a bit by faith. Some call it
blind and others some say it easily
wavers but | know that faith is the
strongest ideology that a human
being can have. Faith is what each
individual person has as a power
to strengthen or demolish the
existence of such an unknown as
God. Events in our lives effect how
strong our faith is. It is the individ-
ual that builds on their faith of the
unknown and the known to create
their own notion of God. God is
what your logic tells you it is. God
is where your wisdom tells you it
is. And for those things that we are
ever unsure of but want to believe
in, faith gives us reason and belief
to make it so.
| am sure that scholars and cler-

ics of the religion could provide
you with extensive responses based
on the Gathas or other religious
texts and | recommend educating
yourself with as much information
as you feel you need to be satisfied
with the answer to a question that
many have. | wish I could give you
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a scientifically logical answer. I
wish | had a clear answer for this.
However, | can only do my best
to tell you what I have come to
believe through the use of my own
logic and reasoning. The rest is up
to you to determine for yourself.
Just as a note, | capitalize God,
because of its importance to hu-
mankind. The power of this univer-
sal idea commands respect because
even in its ambiguity, it still has the
power to unify and bond people of
similar faiths.

In 2005 Nahid Dashtaki received
her Bachelor of Science degrees in
International Relations as well as
Comparative Literature from the
University of California, Irvine.
She has international work experi-
ence in India and Iran. Nahid is
currently working to complete her
master’s in both Dispute Resolution
and Public Policy, while also serv-
ing her second year as the Assis-
tant Secretary for FEZANA.

Please send your “Dear Nahid”
questions that are within the con-
fines of various aspects of the Zo-
roastrian religion/culture or conflict
resolution to cninfo@czcjournal.
org
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Earth sink imperils
Zoroaster’s Kaba

source: http://lwww.tehrantimes.com Feb 3,2010 Tehran Times Culture Desk

TEHRAN -- Zoroast-
er’s Kaba is in extreme
danger of collapse

due to escalating earth
sinkage at the ancient
site of Naqgsh-e Rustam
in Fars Province.

The measured earth sinkage
previously reported by experts was
five centimeters, but a new survey
shows that this amount has in-
creased over the past few days, the
Persian service of the Mehr News
Agency reported on Monday.

Experts believe that the occur-
rence may lead to the destruction of
Zoroaster’s Kaba, which is located
at a distance of five meters from
the sinking earth.

The mishap could cause cracks
in rocks bearing the ancient bas-
reliefs, they surmised.

Drilling numerous wells and
consequent reduction in the level
of water tables in the region is the
main factor causing the phenom-
enon, experts previously said.

“The earth sinkage may result
in a landslide or a rift that could
destroy the ancients sites located
in the region,” geologist Hassan
Musavi told Mehr.

“Unduly draining water from the
numerous wells dug by the local

farmers nearby is the main reason
for this incident,” he added.

In order to prevent a cultural
heritage catastrophe in the region,
he said that further exploitation
of the wells must be stopped until
water table levels are restored.

Zoroaster’s Kaba is one of the
most important sites in the Nagsh-e
Rustam region. There are various
theories on the original purpose
of the monument. Some experts
believe that the monument was the
home of a complete copy of the
Avesta which had been written on
12,000 leather parchments. Some
orientalists also believe that Zo-
roaster’s Kaba was a place where
the Zoroastrians’ sacred fire was
perpetually kept burning.

Other researchers say that the
monument is the tomb of Smerdis,
the son of Cyrus the Great, who
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was murdered by his brother Cam-
byses, king of Persia in 529-522
BC.

Some archaeologists also believe
that the site was used as an ancient
government archive.

However, in 2005, Iranian
archaeologist Reza Moradi Ghia-
sabadi rejected this theory and
described the monument as the
world’s most unique calendrical
and astronomical building.

Zoroaster’s Kaba bears a Sas-
sanid era inscription explaining the
historical events during the reign of
the Sassanid king Shapur | (241-
272 CE).

The trilingual inscription, written
in the Sassanid and Parthian dia-
lects of Middle Persian and ancient
Greek, describes the war between
Persia and Rome in which Shapur 1
defeated Valerian, who was cap-
tured in 260 and died in captivity.

Nagsh-e Rustam is home to the
tombs of the Achaemenid kings
Darius I, Xerxes |, Artaxerxes I,
and Darius Il, and several other
sites dating back to the Elamite and
Sassanid eras.
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