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Loroastrian Influence and

Contributions to [luman Rights

By: Dr Parmis Khatibi

Human rights. What exactly is this? It’s the inherent
rights to all humans, regardless of nationality, sex, eth-
nic origin, color, religion, language, or any other status
for that matter. Without discrimination, we all should be
equally entitled to our human rights. Our rights are inter-
dependent, indivisible, and interrelated. Period.

What does human rights have to do with Zoroastri-
anism? Well, everything! Individual freedom and free-
dom of choice is mentioned in the Gathas. Freedom of
thought, sense of self-respect, a fervor for principles of
ethics, and a magnanimity in religion is manifested in
the Gathas of Zarathushtra. The teachings of Zorastrian-
ism are still very relevant in our world today. Through-
out our long history, Zoroastrians have shown that they
are a community dedicated to serving humanity. And, it
is Zoroastrianism that has strongly influenced the world
on its tenants of human rights. Let us look no further
than our very own King, Cyrus the Great, who, as an
adherent to the faith of Zoroaster and thru his actions,
proved this to be the case.

The first charter of human rights in the world, was
written by Cyrus the Great, King of Persia over 2500
years ago. This Cyrus charter also known as the Cyrus
Cylinder is a precious treasure that symbolizes Cyrus the
Great’s policies of religious freedom and human rights.

Cyrus’s Declaration of Human Rights states:

[ am Cyrus, King of the World. When I entered Baby-
lon I did not allow anyone to terrorize the land. I kept in
view the needs of its people and all its sanctuaries to pro-
mote their well-being. I put an end to their misfortune.
This great God has delivered all lands into my hand, the
lands that [ have made to dwell in peaceful habitation.

It basically states that everyone is entitled to free-
dom of thought and choice and all individuals should
pay respect to one another and never violate anyone
else’s rights. This thought influenced everyone from Al-
exander the Great to our Founding Fathers. Moreover,
Cyrus’s declaration of justice, tolerance, and religious
freedom inspired policy makers and philosophers for
centuries.

Cyrus the Great, showed respect for the nations he
conquered, and allowed them to govern themselves and
follow their own religious beliefs-a tolerance very much
in accordance with his Zoroastrian faith. He was the first
monarch to secure the loyalty of his conquered subjects
by upholding their religions and traditions, and associat-

ing himself with them. He was a champion of human
rights, including the freedom of religion.

As a Zoroastrian, these words of human rights reso-
nate so closely with me. Why? Because our own three
tenets Good Thoughts, Good Words, Good Deeds con-
stitute the standard of life for all Zoroastrians. As you
read thru the articles of our guest writers, you will see
how our belief on human rights as Zoroastrians has been
instrumental not only in shaping our own thoughts and
actions, but that of many religions and leaders in the
world.

Dr. Parmis Khatibi is an anticoagulation and anti-
thrombotic clinical specialist at University of Califor-
nia, Irvine Medical Center as well as a Clinical Adjunct
Professor for the University of California, San Francisco
School of Pharmacy and USC School of Pharmacy. Dr.
Khatibi manages a whole spectrum of patients in her clin-
ic who require treatment of thromboembolic diseases and
associated complications. Her clinical research interests
are in venous thromboembolism and the degree of mor-
bidity and mortality associated with this disease.

Dr. Khatibi received her bachelor’s degree from Texas
A&M University and attended The University of the Pa-
cific where she earned her doctorate. She completed a
post-doctoral/residency training program at Loma Linda
University Medical Center. Prior to her matriculation
for her doctorate, Parmis was a high school teacher in
a poverty-stricken area of south central Los Angeles. She
implemented many programs that dealt with gang preven-
tion as well as self-esteem and self-confidence issues for
young women.

Parmis is dedicated to learning about and becoming
engaged with the most pressing challenges facing future
generations and dedicates her time to political and phil-
anthropic causes. She has served in executive board mem-
ber and committee member capacity for Girls, Inc., Young
Executives of America, Blind Children’s Learning Center,
California ~ Women's
Leadership  Associa-
tion, World Affairs
Council of Orange
County, Gen-Next,
American Red Cross
of Orange County,
Zoroastrian Youth of
North America, Public
Affairs Alliance of Ira-
nian Americans-Next-
Gen, and Farhang
Foundation.
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Aichiecving Human Rights thru

Communication an

By: Lillian lrani

My religion, Zoroastrianism,
teaches that we are responsible for
our thoughts, speeches, and actions.
We cannot control all that is around
us, but do have control of our own
internal thoughts, whether or not we
want to speak pure words or partake
in pure actions. We should strive
for eternal happiness. Institutional-
ized Zoroastrianism favor reform,
some fast and fundamental, others
slow and surface. Only time, now
moving fast, will prove as to who
is right and who is erring (Cyrus R.
Pangborn, Zoroastrianism, A Belea-
guered Faith, 1982). However, in
today’s 21st century, it is becoming
increasing difficult to reach equilib-
rium. This is not turning out as flu-
idly as we imagined. One example
is the various social problems that
still exist in gender inequality for
women. Issues such as discrimina-
tion at work and same-sex marriages
have not yet been fully resolved.
Women who support same sex mar-
riage are being denied this civil
right. This once very controversial
issue sparked protest across the en-
tire nation from both sides of the
continuum although same sex mar-
riages have already been legalized
in many United States jurisdictions.
Although strides have been made,
it has not reached nation level (key
word is yet).

Karl Marx so perfectly stated in
the Communist Manifesto (1848),
the rising inequality, continued un-
employment, globalization, and the
collapse of the housing bubble have
created the conditions necessary for
poor and working class people to
rise up from their dream deferred
and see their shared struggle against
the ruling class. He was right - in

our current global political envi-
ronment it is most relevant to bring
up issues regarding our fundamen-
tal human rights and freedom of
choice. Traditionally, in the United
States, the ruling class has been
meticulously-organized, strategic,
and incredibly effective at passing
laws or shaping society which pro-
hibits “ordinary people” of becom-
ing a righteous member of the rul-
ing class. This grand tradition of
struggle not only dehumanizes us
but also alienates people which in
return can lead to anger. Issues of
inequality will continue to separate
cause implications of human devel-
opment. Human rights and freedom
of choice pertains to but is not lim-
ited to, the rights humans inherent
to all human beings no matter what
our nationality, place of residence,
sex, national or ethnic origin, or lan-
guage. According to the United Na-
tions in regards to human rights, we
are all equally entitled to our human
rights without discrimination. In ad-
dition, it is a basic human right that
any man or woman should be able
to follow the religion of their choice
without penalty.

How today’s generation can make
a difference

When we are paralyzed by in-
formation and reoccurring patterns
from the past, we must take action
and become part of the changing
process. Communication is the first
step in this changing process. We
must alert all the ones around us that
change is need and then begin ad-
justing our thoughts, words (written
and verbal), and actions accordingly.
Initiative is the second step as we
must take imminent action to move
toward our desired result. One must
keep taking action until we achieve
the rights we deserve. We must be-
come creative in this process and

Perseverance

help others understand when there
is a balance of fairness and equality
we are healthier as a global society.
Creative solutions often rise out of
our ability to fully analyze and grasp
feedback in situations with an open
mind. The third step is perseverance.
Although there may be obstacles in
and must have the patience to persist
but with dignity, integrity and grace.
I am confident that this can be done
if we as a global community accept
that change is constant and can be a
great thing in our journey to reach
equilibrium.

Lillian Irani was born in Houston,
Texas in 1982. She received her college
education at the University of Texas in
Austin, where she studied Public Rela-
tions concentrating on Communication
Sciences and Disorders. Upon gradu-
ating she taught Special Education for
one year before getting married in 2008
and then became a public school dance
teacher. In 2010, Lillian moved to New
York City and studied different forms
of dance at the Juilliard School. Dur-
ing this time she furthered her educa-
tion and pursued a Master’s Degree in
Movement Science and Education from
Teachers College, Columbia University.
Lillian currently lives in Manhattan
with her husband Cyrus and continues
to teach Creative Movement and Dance.

L,
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PAVING THE ROAD OF ACCEPTANCE, TOLERANCE, AND EMPATHY

ZARATHUSTIS INFLUENCES ON HUMAN
RIGHTS—PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

A Perspective Piece Written
By: Behrose Taraporewalla

A human right can be defined as a right that is be-
lieved to belong justifiably to every person. Zarathustis
have had a long-standing presence of equality in their re-
ligious community, for decades. Through the teachings
and influence of good thoughts, good words, and good
deeds this ethos has maintained its presence in the con-
temporary world and has influences other communities,
religions, and individuals.

The religion teaches broad principals rather than
sanctioned restrictive rules, which gives every follower
the opportunity and right to interpret and carry out the
tenets of the religion in a manner that they feel is righ-
teous. As a result, the history of the Mazda worshipers
showcases how they have progressed in the areas of ed-
ucation, philanthropy, acceptance, and tolerance. Parsi
and Irani Zarathustis have always lent a hand to help
others who are less fortunate than themselves within and
outside of their religious community, perhaps this is why
the religion is well-accepted by the greater community.

When I look at my own family history, family tree,
and reflect on the social advancements in Sociology. |
view how advanced the community I belong to is, and
am proud to be a thriving member of the group. In our
community, [ believe woman have been given opportu-
nities when others were suppressed. My grandmothers
and their mothers possessed not only post-secondary de-
grees but also doctorates and professional degrees. Our
woman entered academia when most women did not.
These intelligent ladies, did it through the support of
their family, and later maintained their dream of raising
families that continuously progressed with each genera-
tion becoming more independent, more-educated, and
dynamic than the last one.

Today we look at the greater Zarathusthi community
and it is evident we have made great strides, have lost
part of our heritage because of migration and immigra-
tion, as well as integrated ourselves into the melting pot

of mainstream society. As individuals we should not
take our rights for granted, and need to remember the
teachings of Ahura Mazda—Iet our thoughts be ones
that liberate ourselves and all individuals, let our words
be kind ones that lift others up and construct positive
things to progress, and let our deeds not only influence
us as individuals but as a community of Zoroastrians and
human beings—after all, there is only one race, and that
is the human race.

Behrose Taraporewalla believes being a Zarathushti
has shaped her as an individual; constantly motivat-
ing her to create and mobilize positive change in this
world. Taraporewalla graduated Summa Cum Laude
with a B.A. in Liberal Studies and Human Development.
Upon graduation she studied at the prestigious Clare-
mont Graduate University, where she earned her M.A.
in Educational Studies and graduated in the top 1% of
her class. She taught as a Peter Lincoln Spencer Fellow
and has presented at several educational conferences
and universities. As an Education Specialist, holding
credentials in Special Education as well as General Ed-
ucation, she has had the opportunity to educate people
of all ages and walks of life. Her life goal is to help nar-
row the educational
achievement  gap,
so all children can
achieve  academic
success.

In her spare time,
Behrose enjoys vol-
unteering, cooking,

and engaging in
activities that al-

low her creativity to
shine. She is a mar-
athon runner and
an avid supporter
of the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society.
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OUR TENETS = HUMAN RIGHTS

By: Dr Parmis Khatibi

Our religion has most likely had strong influence on
mankind, directly and indirectly, more than any other
single faith. Zoroaster was the first to teach about indi-
vidual judgment, heaven and hell, and life everlasting
for the united soul. Zaratushtra’s philosophy of quality
between men and women is frequently mentioned in the
Gathas. Moreover, we know that in the Persian history,
women such as “Pourandokht,” had been reigning in
Persia and that the head of the Persian naval forces was
headed by a woman admiral, Artemis, twenty-three cen-
turies ago! Our heritage and our beliefs as Zoroastrians
have had immense impact on the world even to this very
day.

Zoroastrianism is an archetypal foundation belief sys-
tem of millions of Iranians, and has heavily influenced

all other religions that came after. Our tenants have
shaped human rights in more ways than we can phantom
and its influence is profound. We are a religion of toler-
ance and respect, especially for the environment, and it
is against precepts to judge another’s belief system as
lessor to one’s own. Remember tolerance is a part of our
original faith as is the founding principle of our cultures,
one whose precepts of equality, environmentalism and
coexistence could be of benefit to all other religions of
the world.

The actions of one person, added to those of other
like-minded individuals, creates awareness and action.
This can build into entire movements and from these ac-
tions come change. Yet all of this starts from our beliefs
and thoughts. Remember, good thoughts, lead to good
words, which lead to good deeds. Good deeds become
good habits and good habits become good character. Be-
ing a person of good character is righteous.

r————————————————

A BIG thank you to all CZC members

When we were elected as your Board of Directors
we committed to bring vitality, trust and a sense of
closeness and pride in our community. The first step
we took was to bring much needed changes to the
CZC governance structure and streamline the elec-
tion process of the Board of Trustees. Our recent ex-
perience in seeking your approval to amend the By-

» THANK
YOU

laws taught us a few lessons which we like to share
with you.

-The overwhelming positive response in

excess of the minimum 75% required to amend the
Bylaws proved that you trusted our judgment and
we THANK you for it.

-It proved to us that every member cares and

has the best interest of our Zoroastrian community
at heart. We are encouraged and THANK you for it.

-It also proved to us that you are willing to

support the future changes to the CZC governance

LJ_' x ;\-.5

for it.

X & e . - = structure if they are logical, forward-looking and will
' contribute to the vision of our center. We THANK you

Shida Anoshiravani, Fariba Pirghaibi, Shiva Khorshidian, Simin Dianat,
Sousan Parvaresh and Parviz Soheil
18th Board of Directors
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Editor’s Note: Chehre Nama will be featuring a column to honor Zoroastrians who have exemplified the message
of Zarathushtra through their deeds and who have initiated notable and sustained acts of reaching out and help-
ing humanity at large during these turbulent times. These individuals have been able to rise above self-interest and
reach out to those who are vulnerable and need a helping hand.

“This article has been reproduced from previously known vohuman website , with the permission of author and is
hereby acknowledged as the source of this article.”

Jamshid Bahman Jamshidian

By: Dr Khosro E. Mehrfar

Since the dawn of human history
and the creation of trade through ma-
terial exchanges and later, through
monetary transactions, economic
forces have had a strong and deci-
sive role in shaping the progress of
a nation.

Adam Smith describes the con-
cept nicely and eloquently in his
masterpiece, “The Wealth Of Na-
tions”. This is even more true dur-
ing the current period of transition in
which trade is becoming globalized,
regardless of geographic or national
boundaries.

This global movement is basically
good, if it provides and promotes a
mutual respect between the transact-
ing parties and their national inter-
ests. This mutual respect for all must
span a wide spectrum to include
all the 198 countries of this planet,
from The United Sates, currently the
most advanced country on earth, to
the most undeveloped nations of the
third world.

It is a well-attested commonplace
that a nation is as independent as its
economy. While we cannot progress
in a vacuum and need each other
for accelerated progress towards
international prosperity, we must
recognize the fact that multidimen-
sional global relationships must be
established based on a factor of trust,
which itself is built upon respecting
and preserving each other’s inter-
ests. Anything less than this mutual
respect is doomed to fail in the long
run.

The basic ideas cited in the above
introduction were the vision of a
great Iranian of our time, Jamshid
Bahman Jamshidian. He, Along with
others, pioneered the idea of creat-
ing a National Bank with national
and international reach. The Na-
tional Bank or “Bank-e-Melli” was
his brain child. Jamshid Bahman
Jamshidian was known to the people
of Iran as “Arbab Jamshidi.” He was
a charismatic and influential leader
of recent Zoroastrian history, the
first representative of the Zoroas-
trian Community in the Parliament
of Iran, and the pioneer of modern
banking in Iran. He knew well that
sovereignty comes through self gov-
ernance, that self governance comes
through freedom and democracy,
and that freedom and democracy
depend upon self sufficiency, which
itself is built upon a sound national
economy. This ideally will be an
economy free of any dependencies
on unfair international constraints
and unjust foreign influences. (1)

Arbab Jamshid was a very pow-
erful man. It has been said that he
was probably the most powerful

non-Moslem in Iran in the last few
centuries. The securing of seats for
non-Muslim representatives in the
Iranian parliament is due to Arbab
Jamshid’s power and influence. Zo-
roastrians, Jews, and Christians in
Iran owe a great debt to him for this
political representation, which con-
tinues to this day.

Through his vigor, proper plan-
ning and influence, Arbab Jamshid
made the impossible possible. Arbab
Jamshid was probably able to influ-
ence the Persian government more
than the Parsis of Bombay, as no
government could exercise power
in Yazd or Kerman with out his sup-
port. (2)

Arbab Jamshid built his power
and influence leveraging on his vast
business and trade empire. He based
his empire from the bottom to the top
upon honesty, hard work and care
for people of all kinds. His contri-
butions to the welfare of the masses
of the nation he loved are legendary
and unparalleled. (3)

Professor Jackson, in his book
Past and Present Iran, writes in the
chapter titled “Teheran, the Modern
Capitol:”

“.../The Zoroastrians of Tehe-
ran, taken as a whole, are in better
circumstances then those in many
other cities of Persia, because of the
more liberal conditions that prevail
in general at the capital. The most
prominent member of the commu-
nity is a rich banker, Arbab Jamshid
Bahman, whose wealth is estimat-
ed in the hundreds of thousands of
Tomans, and whom recognition at
court is also accorded- a fact which
helps the position of the Zoroastri-
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ans considerably, since an appeal to
the Shah is possible through his me-
diation.

His integrity is of the highest or-
der and his esteem was even higher
in the eyes of the Mohammedans,
who naturally despised him as an’
infidel’. The Persians placed implic-
it faith in his honesty- a tribute paid
to no other native banker as yet, so
far as my knowledge goes. This is a
tribute not alone to his uprightness
(Arshtat in Avesta), but also to the
teachings of Zoroaster, who made
Truth and Honesty a watch word
of the religion and whose creed
was “Good Thoughts, Good Words,
Good Deeds”.

“Arbab Jamshid called upon me
shortly after my arrival and invited
me to visit his home and his beau-
tiful garden- a privilege of which I
availed myself twice. The garden
court adjoining his house in the city
is laid out in a characteristic Persian
manner...”

I'need to explain that the Aves-
tan word “Arshtat” that Professor
Jackson has used, is translated into
Righteousness, one of the most fun-
damental elements of the vision of
Zartosht, the Persian Prophet. As
I[ranians, we owe our national pride
and dignity to this great religious
and historical figure.

The Jame Jamshid, printed in
Bombay, March 17, 1904 wrote:
“Arbab Jamshid is deeply involved
in charity. He has commissioned
several water reservoirs for the
needy, and spends 2300 rupees a
year to supply and maintain them.
He has also purchased a fine proper-
ty in Kashan consisting of a garden
and building which he has converted
into a facility for travelers and pil-
grims. He possesses very fine per-
sonal characteristics... and his im-
perial majesty the shah holds him in
high favor.

Jamshid Bahman Jamshidian was
born in Yazd, Iran in 1851 C.E. At
the age of 11, due to his intelligence
and exceptionally sharp memory, he

was sent to Borujerd along with one
of his father’s friends, to work in the
local trade center owned by Arbab
Rostam Mehr. He stayed there un-
til the age of 20. By that time, the
young Jamshid had opened his own
small trade centers in Borujerd and
Bandar Abbas and he was focusing
on the clothing business. He ex-
panded his operations to the north
and specifically towards the capital,
Tehran. One of his early intentions,
deeply rooted in the care that he had
for his society and his fellow Zoro-
astrians, was to employ, as much as
possible, bright young Zoroastrians
in his business, to reduce the centu-
ries old dependency of their society
on traditional farming.

Arbab Jamshid encouraged and
facilitated Zoroastrian migration to
the capital of Tehran. At the height
of his operation, he had 150 Zoroas-
trian employees in his Tehran finan-
cial firm. (1)

“One of the first Zoroastrian
neighborhoods was formed in the
area surrounding the residence of
Arbab Jamshid. The nucleus of this
community was formed by his em-
ployees and their families, joined
later by other Zoroastrians. The
building of the Anjoman and the
schools were all located on land ei-
ther owned by him or adjacent to his
property.” (6)

By the age of 35, Arbab Jamshid
had several trade chambers in the
central market known as the Bazaar
of Tehran. This was a place where,
traditionally non-Moslems had dif-
ficult times establishing businesses.
This was at a time when bigotry and
prejudice against non-Muslims, was
at its height. It was deeply roted in
centuries of discrimination and un-
just behavior. Yet Arbab Jamshid
could succeed against all odds, due
to his highly intelligent strategy of
establishing relationships with the
key political figures of his. time.
These included 2 kings of Iran, Mo-
zaffar-eldin Shah and Mohammed
Ali Shah Qajar, two prime minis-

ters of Iran; Ali Askhar Kane, Ata-
bak e Aazam, also known as Aminol
Soltan, Nasrollah Khan-e-Moshir
ol-doleh and Soltan Abdolmajeed
Mirza, also known as Einol-Doleh,
and many other influential national
and international figures. These re-
lationships were built upon mutual
respect and were almost always ac-
companied by generous gifts and
proper presents that Arbab Jamshid
would give to his friends. (1)

While keeping these power-
ful relationships, he never forgot
about the needy and the poor. Any-
one from any religious belief and/
or background would be welcomed
on a weekly basis to his house or
his business centers. We know that
on an average, about 400 to 500 of
the poor attended his weekly lunch,
where they would receive half or one
rail from the generous hands of the
Arbab himself. (3). Indeed Arbab
Jamshid was known as the Hatame-
taie of Iran. (2)

By the age of 40 his reputation
had reached the far corners of Iran.
The legendary tales of his generos-
ity had made his caravans safe and
untouched by the brigands who
roamed the countryside and preyed
on caravans by night.

The weekly magazine “Our
Thoughts” or “Andishe Ma” in Far-
si, in the 3rd edition of Esfand 1314
Yazdgerdi, wrote:

“... If in his entire life, there re-
mained nothing else but (Arbab
Jamshid’s) generosity, the youth of
Iran would still have the duty to re-
spect and remember this great man
of our time with due dignity and
honor. This is due to the fact that
Jamshidian’s generosity was so vast
and so open to both friends and foes
alike that legends were told about
him. These legends reached all
across this great land of ours. Even
his close friends knew about these
legends and attested to their truth.
Arbab Jamshid’s name will remain
with high honor and respect in the
galaxy of our great stars.”
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One of Arbab Jamshid’s closest
friends was Atabak Aazam Aminol
Soltan. This man was two times
prime minister of the late Qajar, a
capable politician who had not only
arranged the cover up of the Nas-
eroldin Shah assassination in order
to avoid chaos, but had achieved a
peaceful transition of power to Nas-
seroldin’s son Mozaffaredin Shah.

Arbab Jamshid had a close rela-
tionship with the Court of the Qa-
jar rulers, especially Mozaffaredin
Shah, who had awarded him with
the honored title of “Rais-ol-Tojare
Parsi.” Jamshidian’s financial firm
was trusted to pay the shah’s person-
al drafts. (7) In addition, the Qajar
government issued bonds, payments
for military purchase orders and the
salaries of some of the top govern-
ment officials, and these were paid
from the special accounts of Arbab
Jamshid. (3)

The vast business empire of Arbab
Jamshid, at the height of its power,
employed close to 4600 employees
of which about 150 were Zoroastri-
ans. The Zoroastrians were mostly in
charge of accounting operations and
monetary affairs. The Zoroastrians
were in these positions due to their
honesty and proven track records of
faithful and ethical behavior. Arbab
Jamshid, as has been said above,
wished to reduce the Zoroastrians’
dependency on traditional farming
by moving them towards more prof-
itable employment.(1)

The employer-employee relation-
ship of Arbab Jamshid’s firm was
significantly different from which
had existed in Yazd and Kerman.
Arbab Jamshid’s merchant house
provided housing loans and medi-
cal services. He held a weekly open
house dinner for his employees. He
did not limit his interest to immedi-
ate services for his employees but
supported the Zoroastrian commu-
nity in general. (5)

Noshirananjee Manekjee Cooper,
editor of the London Indian Chron-
icle, dedicated one of his books,

The Imitation of Zoroaster, to Arbab
Jamshid for his contribution and de-
votion to the Zoroastrian Commu-
nity. (3)

Along with the expansion of his
business, Arbab Jamshid started to
acquire real estate in Tehran and
other major cities of Iran. Over the
years he accumulated thousands of
acres of land, including a vast piece
of land in northern Tehran known as
Jamshid Abad and Amir Abad and an
estate in the center of Tehranknown
as Parke Atabak. “After the assas-
sination of Atabake Aazam, Arbab
Jamshid bought his palace known
as Park-e- Atabak and converted it
into his primary residence. He also
bought the surrounding lands and
commissioned additional buildings,
to be added to his estate” (1).

Morgan Schuster describes the
estate: “...The building was white
stone, two stories high, contain-
ing about thirty rooms, a number
of which very spacious, and it was
filled with the most remarkable col-
lection of curious bric-a-brac and
strange furniture from all over the
world, including very fine and rare
Persian rugs. The ground was laid
out in an immense park with several
artificial lakes and water courses...”
9

Hirbod Borzoojee Grajjee in his
book, The Parsi Culture: Religion
and Customs page 31 says: “Arbab
Jamshid owns 15 or 16 villages, vast
pieces of land and real estate. He is a
distinguished banker and merchant.
The Shah, Princes and government
officials are known to borrow money
from him from time to time... None
of the Muslim or European business
establishments in Iran are larger than
his.”

The growing network of financial
centers that Arbab Jamshid had built
over the years, based on honesty, in-
tegrity andinnovation, threatened the
two largest banks of Iran that time.
One was the Bank-e-Shahanshahi,
established and run by the British,
which also had the concession of

publishing Iran’s monetary notes.
The other was the Bank-e-Esteghra-
zi, which was established and run by
Russia. The two most damaging and
threatening issues, to these foreign
banks, were the enormous amount of
savings being channeled into Arbab
Jamshid’s financial centers and wide
spread money exchange networks in
various cities of Iran and abroad. By
this time, Jamshidian’s financial net-
work had branches in St. Petersburg,
Paris, Bombay, Calcutta, and Bagh-
dad. (7).

“He was one of the first Iranian
merchants who used double entry
bookkeeping and the first modern
banker of Iran.” (2) The expansion
of his financial network reached
such a point that the Russian bank in
Iran had to close some of its branch-
es to avoid further losses. (3)

By now, Arbab Jamshid had start-
ed a cargo transportation network
called Gari Khaneh. It was operated
and managed with the utmost effi-
ciency and order. He had control of
cargo transportation between Teh-
ran, Kashan, Qhom, and Esfahan as
well as the horse-drawn transporta-
tion of Southern Iran. (7).

There seemed to be no barriers to
his expansion. Through a strategy,
planned by the Arbab himself, in
partnership with the Parsees of In-
dia, the financial network of Arbab
Jamshid was on the verge of be-
coming the major financial center
of Iran, under the general name of
Bank-e-Melli: (8).

This was an idea which was also
encouraged by the American bank-
er Morgan Schuster, who was the
treasurer general of Iran from 1911
to 1912, employed by the newly
formed constitutional government.
e)

Morgan Schuster says: “...we
were driven to Atabak Park, a very
beautiful residence... This palace
and ground had passed into the
hands of a very patriotic and wealthy
Parsi named Arbab Jamshid. He had
generously placed his residence at
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the disposal of the government for
our entertainment while in Iran.” (9)

Arbab Jamshid’s financial net-
work was an ever expanding, inde-
pendent national force that could
stand up against the two foreign
banks. Although Jamshid’s competi-
tors often came into conflict with
each other, this time, the British and
Russian banks collaborated to weave
a plot to destroy Arbab Jamshid. (8)

Arbab Jamshid’s financial empire
and diversified business practices
needed a large amount of cash to
support and operate. The two for-
eign banks started to provide loans
to Arbab Jamshid and even appeared
to compete against each other to pro-
vide better terms and lower interest.
In return, they insisted on vast land
and real estate holdings as collateral.
By this time, the British Bank of
Shahanshahi had lent about 2 mil-
lion tomans and the Russian Bank
of Esteghrazi about 13 million to
Arbab Jamshid, a total of 15 million
tomans. (3)

The increased economic and
business activities of Arbab Jamshid
coincided with Iran’s constitutional
revolution of 1906, which he sup-
ported enthusiastically. He financial-
ly supported the revolutionary lead-
ers Satar Khan and Yeprem Khan.

“The Jamshidian and Jahanian
commercial firms would receive the
imported ammunition at the port of
Bushehr and distribute it among the
Mojahedin (revolutionary forces) in
Tehran and other cities. (7). Arbab
Jamshid was also influential in pre-
venting Colonel Liakhof, a Russian
mercenary, employed by the Mo-
hammad Ali Shah government, from
doing further destruction after he at-
tacked the newly formed parliament
(Majlis) with artillery. (1)

The Iranian nation should also
recognize the contribution and sac-
rifice of other patriotic Zoroastrians
who lost their lives in the national
struggle for independence and con-
stitutional reform. Arbab Parviz
Jahanian and Arbab Fereidoon Fe-

reidoonian, who were both assassi-
nated by the thugs of anti democratic
forces, should be particularly recog-
nized.

As an example, | would like to
cite an excerpt about Khosro Shah-
Jahan, one of the successful Zoro-
astrians of early 20th century, in the
periodical “Shour-e-Esraphil.” On
Page two of the 31st edition of the
periodical in year 1315 Yazdgerdi
we read:

“...Recently, about 400 of the
long range rifles of type Verendel
have been sold to this Parsi man and
about 200 of the mid range, 5 bullet
capacity Macend and about 150,00
bullets have been sold to another per-
son...” Arbab Jamshid, himself on
one occasion paid 20,000 Tomans of
his own money and on another occa-
sion facilitated the collection of the
same amount from other Zoroastri-
ans of Iran to be given to the forces
of freedom and democracy.

Eventually, in return for the sup-
port and sacrifices that Arbab Jam-
shid made on behalf of the successful
revolutionary forces, one Parliamen-
tary seat apiece was offered to all 3
of the non-Muslim religions of Iran.
This offer was soon blocked by the
hard line Mullahs. Here I would like
to introduce an excerpt written by
Dr. Farhang Mehr in the FEZANA
journal, winter 2000 issue which el-
oquently describes the situation.

“...Perhaps Arbab Jamshid’s
most lasting service was to secure
a seat in the Majlis (Parliament) for
the Zarathushti community, and con-
sequently, for other religious minori-
ties- Zarathushtis, Armenians, and
Jews.

However, during the elections the
hard line mullahs argued that the re-
ligious minorities could not elect one
of their own, but could only appoint
a Muslim cleric to represent them.
The Armenians and Jews agreed and
appointed Ayatollah Tabatabaie. But
Arbab Jamshid asked for a day of
grace, saying that he had no author-
ity to decide on the matter and had

to consult his colleagues in the Teh-
ran Zarathushti Anjuman. Outside
the Majlis, Arbab Jamshid used his
influence and contacts to change the
political atmosphere.

The next day, Ayatollah Behbah-
ani made the following statement in
the Majlis:

“Zarathushtis have an inher-
ent right to the air, land, and water
of Iran; they are prudent and patri-
otic. Their coreligionists (the Par-
sis) abroad are highly educated and
have a seat in the British Parliament.
The Zarathushtis of Iran should be
allowed to have a representative of
their own in Majlis.”

With the approval of the Maj-
lis, a seat for the Zarathushti com-
munity as well as for the Jews and
Christians were assured. This is a
position that all the religions owe to
the late Arbab Jamshid’s effort and
foresight.

Arbab Jamshid possessed a kind
heart and generous outreach for all
Iranians regardless of their back-
ground or belief. At the same time,
he was a man of power and influence
who carried a large amount of clout.
The combination of the two made
him a sort of shelter for those who
needed protection. One group which
was in desperate need for help and
protection during that era was the
Babhais of Iran. During the time that
Bahais were persecuted and mur-
dered several of their leaders es-
caped and took refuge and asylum
in Arbab Jamshid’s estates in Teh-
ran and Shiraz. Due to his religious
belief and his devotion to the Zoro-
astrian doctrine of “Good Deeds,”
Arbab Jamshid sheltered them and
saved their lives. The Bahai commu-
nity acknowledged this fact with the
utmost respect and gratitude.

National Bank of Iran (Bank-
e-Melli Iran); Once can argue that
perhaps this famous and critical es-
tablishment in the banking system
of Iran is the grandchild of Arbab
Jamshid’s original financial empire
which eventually helped to replace
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the 2 foreign banks (the English
bank of Shahanshahi and the Rus-
sian bank Esteghrazi) bringing more
financial security and souvernty to
Iran.

At the turbulent era of the end of
The Qajar dynasty, the cities were
not calm. People were worried and
insecure about their future. The time
was just right for the British and
Russian plan of destruction to un-
fold. The propaganda machine of the
two banks started a rumor that Arbab
Jamshid’s financial network was out
of cash and had no capital to lever-
age upon. When the rumor spread
and the news reached the masses, a
financial panic started in the major
cities and within a few days people
and businesses withdrew their cash..

A couple of days later, the Rus-
sian Bank e Esteghrazi called in their
promissory notes and demanded
payment of loans prior to their matu-
rity. The British Bank (Shahanshahi)
did the same immediately afterward.
Within a few days, the government
ordered the seizure of Arbab Jam-
shid’s financial firm by the urban
police force, who dismissed the em-
ployees and sealed off its entrance.

The Russian embassy deployed
Cossacks (Russian gendarmes) at
Arbab Jamshid’s estate and blocked
all communications. (3). One of
Arbab Jamshid’s trusted servants,
who was carrying Arbab’s private
message to his chief financial offi-
cer, was arrested and badly beaten
by the Cossacks. The account re-
cords of many clients, including
the loan documents of those who
borrowed from his firm, were mys-
teriously lost. Therefore, it was not
possible to enforce the pay back of
these lost loans. (1). Furthermore,

the Czarist Russian bank in St. Pe-
tersburg did not honor its contract
for the amount of 500,000 rubles
that had been a guaranteed credit
to Arbab Jamshid, endorsed by the
central Russian bank. It was denied
against all contractual agreements.

Arbab Jamshid’s business em-
pire collapsed and his financial firm,
real estate, personal properties, and
household goods were confiscated.
Equally unjust was the liquidation of
collateral by the two banks. Jamshid
Abad and Amir Abad were trans-
formed into farmland, while the gar-
dens and a summer house of Arbab
Jamshid’s, which had been appraised
at 600,000 Tomans, were sold for
5,000 Tomans, a rate amounting to
less than a penny for the dollar. Arb-
ab Jamshid’s residence, Park-e-Ata-
bak, became the Russian embassy
and its western section was later sold
to the British embassy. (1)

The less valuable southern sec-
tion of the estate still owned by
Arbab Jamshid was transformed
into a residential area and subdivid-
ed into several houses and a street
known as Arbab Jamshid Avenue.
One of those houses, along with its
surrounding garden became Arbab
Jamshid’s residence for the rest of
his life. It was later inherited by his
eldest son Arbab Rostam who re-
built the house. This house is now
the primary residence of Ayatollah
Hakim’s family. Arbab Jamshid died
a few years later at the age of 82, in
the year of 1301 Yazdgerdi.

This great man of our recent his-
tory built his business empire on
honesty, integrity, intelligence and
innovation. He was a devoted Zoro-
astrian who desired prosperity and
progress for the people of his moth-
erland.

May the example of the produc-
tive life lived by this great individ-
ual inspire us and may his soul rest
peacefullyin the Abode of Songs
along with the soul of his teacher
and mentor, Zarathushtra the Man-
thran.

~The Toman and Rial are the units
of currency used in Iran. One To-
man is 10 Rials. At that time 1 To-
man would have been the equivalent
of US$1. Before the 1979 Iranian
revolution, for a long time the rate
of exchange was US$1 = 7 Tomans.
At the turn of the 20th century that
rate has dropped to as low as US$1
= 1000 Tomans and at the time of
this writing it is about US$1 = 780
Tomans.

*The author considers it a person-
al honor and privilege to be related,
through his wife, to the late Arbab
Fereidoon Fereidoonian.

Contribution of information
from Dr. Jamshid Jamshidian, the
grandchild of the late Arabab Jam-
shid Bahman Jamshidian and Dr.
Farhang Mehr for this article is ac-
knowledged.
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Charles D. Poston

Father of Arizona and the First
Zoroastrian of North America

By: Bahman Maneshni

Charles Poston, was born on April 20, 1825 in Ken-
tucky. At the age of 29, he arrived in Arizona on an ex-
ploratory trip, and got involved in the mining business.
He helped organize the Territory of Arizona in 1893, and
was later appointed by President Lincoln as the new ter-
ritory’s Superintendent of Indian Affairs. Subsequently,
he went to DC as Arizona’s first delegate to Congress.
His last official title was Arizona’s Land Registrar.

Charles Poston was the author of at least two books;
“Parsees” and “Sun Worshippers of Asia.” These publi-
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cations gave him a reputation as a follower of Zoroaster.
The sale of these books, and other literature that he was
planning to produce, was meant to bring in revenue for
the purpose of fostering and teaching the faith of Zara-
thushtra.

Poston put all his wealth into completion of a road
to the top of Primrose Hill in Florence, Arizona. His
plan was to have a temple dedicated to the sun, and he
planned ceremonies and Parsee rituals on top of the hill.
In need of funds, he wrote a letter to the Shah of Persia
(Naser-Edin Shah Ghajar). He tried to link the races
of the Arizona desert with those of ancient Persia and
the faith of Zarathushtra. He wrote about the earthwork
already done on a hill; that same hill was used centuries
before Poston by the natives in this region as a place of
worship to the sun.

Poston truly believed he would dedicate himself to
restoring the ancient religion of the Shah’s ancestors

on the West-
ern Continent.
He was cer-
tain that the
ancient  reli-
gion could be
brought into
wide accep-
tance. As we
all know, the
ruler of Persia
over 100 years
ago lived in a
Muslim world. He did get a politely couched response
from the Shah offering salutations and well wishes — but
no offer to help. Without any funds or support from
anyone within the Zoroastrian faith, Poston’s religious
project was destined for failure.

Poston did build a tomb in the form of a shaft 30 feet
deep in solid rock on top of Primrose Hill, where he ex-
pected to be buried. However, he left his project and the
town of Florence when he was replaced from his offi-
cial position at the Arizona Land Office. He left for San
Francisco and never returned to Florence alive.

Poston died in Phoenix in 1902, ten years before
statechood was granted to the Arizona territory. At the
time of his death, he was living in poverty in a shack in
downtown Phoenix. Although he was buried in Phoe-
nix, but many years after Arizona earned its statehood,
Governor Hunt ordered an official ceremony to move
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Poston’s remains from Phoenix to Primrose Hill in
Florence. Poston’s remains were entombed in an offi-
cial ceremony led by Governor Hunt at the occasion of
Poston’s 100th birth anniversary. He is now referred to
as the Father of Arizona.

Friends and members of the Zoroastrian Associa-
tion of Arizona (ZAAZ) and the Arizona Zoroastrian
Association (AZA) celebrated Charles Poston’s 188th
birthday on April 20, 2013 with a picnic in the park fol-

lowed by a hike up the hill now commonly referred to
as Poston Butte. A commemorative fire was lit on top
of the hill in reverence to the first known Zoroastrian in
North America.

Bahman Maneshni teaches Macroeconomics
Microeconomics courses at Paradise Valley Commu-
nity College (PVCC). Prior
to joining PVCC in 1996,
he taught graduate and un-
dergraduate level classes in
Macroeconomics, Microeco-
nomics, Management, and
Advanced Marketing courses
for Arizona Western College,
Rio Salado Community Col-
lege, Golden Gate University,
and University of Phoenix. In
addition to teaching, he has
also worked for Citibank-Arizona as a Credit Analyst.

Bahman received his Master's degree in Economics

and

from Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee and

his Master of Business Administration (MBA) from The
Thunderbird School of Global Management in Glen-
dale, Arizona.

THE EVERLASTING FLAME:

ZOROASTRIANISM IN HISTORY AND IMAGINATION

have been members of the school in
the past and of its continuing com-
mitment to the study of Zoroastrian-
ism. We have an endowed chair in
Zoroastrianism and a lectureship in
Zoroastrianism, which represents a
wonderful pool of expertise.

We are also very grateful for the
generous support we have received
from the Zoroastrian community to
continue this work. So it is a real
pleasure that we will be hosting at
our Brunei Gallery an exhibition on
the history of Zoroastrianism - there
is no better location for this and I am
looking forward greatly to the open-
ing of the exhibition.

Professor Paul Webley

MMM

SOAS is very proud indeed both
of the distinguished researchers and

SOAS

rrvETRILy of Lanckon

About:

One of the world’s oldest reli-
gions, Zoroastrianism originated
amongst Iranian tribes in Central
Asia during the second millennium
BCE and spread to Iran where it
became the principal faith until the
advent of Islam. Central to the re-
ligion is the belief in a sole creator
god, Ahura Mazda, his emissary
Zarathustra (Zoroaster) and the di-
chotomy between good and evi

Exhibition to be held from the
11th October to the 14th December
2013 at the Brunei Gallery - London

teachers of Zoroastrianism who

Director of SOAS

source: www.everlastingflame.com
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Please send your “Dear Nahid” questions that are within the confines of various aspects of the Zoroastrian reli-
gion/culture or conflict resolution to cninfo@czcjournal.org

?As

Dear Nahid,

We believe in good mind and
Ahura Mazda but we live in a coun-
try that mostly does not. How do you
keep faith when you are surrounded
by people who don’t use a good
mind and cheat and lie all the time?

-Nusheen

Dear Nusheen,

Some say that this is a test of
our faith. The interaction with peo-
ple who bring negativity into our
world is a chance for us to remind
ourselves that our Good intentions
should remain strong. Our challenge
is to overcome the lies, the cheating,
and the Bad in the world around us
with all the Good we can contribute.
In dealing with all those around us
who test our ability to stay positive,
we find ways to strengthen our own
Good mind.

Instead of a test of faith, consider
that it is more of a challenge to our
moral character or Vohouman. Our
faith is strengthened by our charac-
ter. As Zartoshtis we believe that the
Good we do in the world is a reflec-
tion of our faith in Ahura Mazda,
which is essentially having faith in
the highest and purest wisdom. So
when our moral character follows
the principles of Good Thoughts,
Words, and Deeds we have con-
firmed our faith in following the

ahid

highest path of Asha.

When exposed to negativity from
those in our community, we are chal-
lenged as to what our own reaction
is. When we are dealing with people
of a negative nature we either absorb
or deflect their actions. Do we react
poorly and perpetuate the negativity
shown to us? Or do we use our Good
Mind to try and make the other per-
son see how they are hurting us or
those around us? It is up to us how
we choose to make the moment; a
Good one or a Bad one.

There comes a time when you are
not responsible for the actions of
others and should find the strength in
character to walk away from a very
negative person. Walking away from
a bad situation may just be the Good
action required to make that person
realize that their negative actions
cost them a positive relationship.

It is not an easy task. At times
we are surrounded by such negativ-
ity that it makes it hard to be posi-
tive. These are the times where we
need to remember that taking a path
of Good will ultimately be more re-
warding for us, however challenging
it is. If we feel Good when doing
Good, it can also go to say that we
feel Bad when doing Bad.

In order not to get overwhelmed
with the negativity you feel is sur-
rounding you, try promoting the
good things you experience. As

humans we tend to focus on the
negative because it is an emotion
that receives more attention. When
someone does something bad or
hurtful to us we often acknowledge
it more than when they do something
good. It is almost as if we expect so
much good out of those we live with,
that when they do something bad we
notice it so much more.

Nahid Dashtaki completed her
master’s in both Dispute Resolution
and Public Policy from Pepperdine
University in 2010. She received two
Bachelor of Science degrees in In-
ternational Relations and Compara-
tive Literature from the University
of California, Irvine. She has exten-
sive international work experience
in the Middle East and Asia. Nahid
currently works as an Associate
Ombudsman with the Los Angeles
World Airports while also serving as
the Assistant Secretary for FEZANA.
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Mr. Khodamorad Mehraban Kamran
From the words of his granddaughter Parissa Farahi-Far,

Introduction and edition by Garshash Soroosh

It was as if all the Zoroastrians of Maryland, Virginia,
and the greater Washington, DC area, Iranians and Par-
sis alike, had congregated in a hall in Rockville, Mary-
land. On the solemn day of February 12,2013, they were
all gathered to pay their respects to a righteous and noble
man, and to say goodbye to him for the last time. A man
who had spent the last three years of his life and an ex-
cess of one million dollars of his own wealth to plan,
fund, and see to the end of the first Zoroastrian Dare-
Mehr for the nation’s capitol, Washington, DC.

All around the hall could be seen the tearful eyes of
the community members, genuinely filled with sorrow
and mourning. Although Mr. Khodamorad Kamran had
been hospitalized a few times prior to this point, his en-
ergy and vitality never seemed to dwindle, and the news
of his passing came as a shocking blow even to his close
family.

On that day, Miss Parissa Farahi-Far, the eldest grand-
daughter of Mr. Kamran, spoke of her grandfather’s life
for everyone who was gathered.

“My grandfather was born to the loving family of
Mr. Mehraban Poortirandaz and his wife, Mrs. Faran-
guis Kamran, in Rahatabad, Taft, Yazd, Iran on October
30, 1932. He was the first of 4 children, followed by his
dear sister, Derakhshandeh Farahi-Far, and two younger
brothers who passed away at a very early age.

“His mother also passed away when my grandfather
was just a child. Even in his later years, he always re-
membered his mother with fondness, and spoke about
her with an undying love. Her early passing affected his
life greatly. At the early age of 12, my grandfather start-
ed working while still attending school to help support

his family. When
he was 14, he took
up the trade of
painting  homes.
Later that same
year, with his fa-
ther and sister he
moved to Tehran
and there contract-
ed projects with
many prominent
Zartoshti families,
further strength-
ening his already
established repu-
tation for honesty
and integrity, as
well as his unwav- il
ering work ethic. _—
At the age of 21, he married his beloved wife, Mrs.
Banoo Zohrabian, and together raised three daughters:
Faranguis (my mother), Khaleh Mahdjabin, and Khaleh
Shahin.

“They say you should love what you do, and my
grandfather truly did. He observed the home construc-
tion process and was fascinated by the architectural de-
tails and designs. In his late 20’s he started borrowing
money from benevolent Zartoshtis and formed partner-
ships with them to build houses. He soon progressed to
building homes all over Tehran, and even rose to the
level of building several commercial buildings includ-
ing the Tehran Clinic, Tehran Hospital, Ministry of Oil
buildings, and the Science Academy building.

“Throughout his life, my grandfather was faithful
to the Zoroastrian principals of speaking the truth and
helping the needy. As soon as he was able to, he was
helping other Zoroastrians and making donations to lo-
cal Anjomans, as well as helping finance the Zoroastrian
cemetery in Yazd.

“In 1979 after the Revolution, he and his family left
their beloved country to join his eldest daughter who
was studying in France. In the early 80s, he moved to the
United States and settled his family in the Washington,
DC area, having always loved 4-season weather. Here,
true to himself, he went back to work, and overcame
language barriers and the unfamiliarity of a new coun-
try, to do his life’s passion: building homes. With time,
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he again established himself as a successful builder, yet
he stayed humble, and always helped those around him
whom he could.”

Though this was an extremely emotional and heart-
wrenching speech for Parissa to deliver, she pushed back
tears and regained the strength in her voice to continue
through:

“...About a year ago, ‘Baba’ told me a story that left
a profound mark on me. We were talking about his first
job and how he got to where he is today. He was very
young — maybe even younger than 15. He had to quit
school early to help his family financially, and first be-
came employed as a painter. After that one job, he decid-
ed he could take on a whole house by himself, and so he
did, hiring help and surveying the details of their work.
That was his first big job. Though this was a huge un-
dertaking for him, he was determined to be successful.
He faced many challenges in this new job, but overcame
all the obstacles and persevered through to the end. ‘Self
confidence and hard work, that’s what got me to where
I am today,” he would tell me; that was the secret of his
success. And this is what he followed, whether in Iran
or in America, dedicating himself to his work as well as
those around him, making sure to help the Zoroastrian
community regardless of where he was.

“In 2006, he purchased 101 parcels in the Parklawn
Cemetery of Rockville, Maryland, which he donated to
the Zoroastrian community. In 2007, my grandfather
started on a dream, a dream which he was so close to
seeing to completion — the dream of having a Dare-Mehr
for the Washington area Zoroastrian community.

“My grandfather burdened the pain of the entire so-
ciety, watching the children of two generations grow up
without a Dare-Mehr and community center to call their
own. This is what drove him to literally pave the foun-
dation and begin construction on the first Dare-Mehr for
the Washington metropolitan area community.”

Purchasing the land in early 2008 and beginning
construction in 2009, the Kamran Dare-Mehr is set to
open in Fall of 2013. Although Mr. Kamran faced innu-
merable obstacles in dealing with county and state laws
and permit systems, his unwavering perseverance again
drove his desire to see the project out to completion, as
he would have loved to be the one to present the Zoro-
astrian community with the finished Dare-Mehr himself.

“Dear, ‘Baba,” wherever you are, we hope you’re
happy and at peace. To say the truth, we wish that you
were with us a little longer, so we could spend a little
more time with you, and so that you could see the fulfill-
ment of your biggest dream.”

Beloved Mr. Khodamorad Mehraban Kamran, in the
early morning of Saturday, February 9th, 2013, with his
wife and three daughters at his bedside, closed his eyes
to the world for the last time. He is survived by his wife,
Banoo, his three daughters, Faranguis, Mahdjabin, and
Shahin, and five grandchildren, Parissa, Roxane, Ka-
myar, Arshom, and Atessa.

Even though the Dare-Mehr building and its sur-
rounding space is still under construction, with the help
of Mr. Kamran’s extended family, a memorial celebra-
tion honoring his life and legacy was held in the Kamran
Dare-Mehr to an attendance of 300 on March 9, 2013.
With the community coming together and contributing a
sum exceeding half a million dollars, they were able to
honor the man who contributed the most to this fantas-
tic project, and bring us closer to the remaining amount
needed to fund it to its completion.

We uphold the fravahar of Mr. Khodamorad Kamran
who lived his life by Ashu Zartosht’s guiding principles
of Humata, Hukhta, Havareshta, and who by seeing that
a Dare-Mehr was constructed for the Zoroastrian com-
munity of metropolitan Washington indeed rejuvenated
and reinvigorated the lives of those around him and the
generations to come.
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GROUP SEDREH POOSHI CEREMONY IN SAN JOSE

By: Noushin Isadvastar

Khshna-otra Ahu-rahé Mazda,
Mazda-yasnu ahmi Mazda-yasnu Zara-tush-tresh
I believe the Mazdiyasni religion that was brought by
Zarthosht.
In San Jose on Saturday June 8, 2013 — Verahram Izad of
Khordad month 1392, a Group Sedreh Pooshi Ceremo-
ny was held and five kids joined the Zoroastrian commu-
nity with the help of Dini Class teachers and the support
of Northern California Zoroastrian Organization.

(From right to left: Kidra Setayeshi, Nyrika Afshari,
Niusha Pourdehmobed, Nadia Dinyarian, Farbod Pour-
dehmobed)

The Sedreh Pooshi Ceremony (wearing the good
thoughts garments) of five of our Zoroastrian kids took
place at Almaden Community Center in San Jose and
many fellows and friends showed up.

*m'i L || ﬁﬂl i

At the beginning, Hirbod Arash Kasravi presented a
speech about the main meaning of Sedreh & Koshti and
the importance of Sedreh Pooshi Ceremony

Then, the Hirbod recited the Atash Niyayesh, Berasad,
Koshti Afzun Prayers and Peymane Deen (Pledge of
Allegiance to the Zoroastrian Religion) to initiate the
following kids (from right to left) into the Zoroastrian
religion:

1. Farbod PourdehHirbod, son of Farin and Dari-
ush PourdehHirbod

2. Niusha PourdehHirbod, daughter of Noushin
and Kourosh PourdehHirbod

3. Nadia Dinyarian, daughter of Parvin and Meh-
raban Dinyarian

4, Nyrika Afshari, daughter of Khorshidchehr and
Behmard Afshari

5. Kidra Setayeshi, son of Farahnaz and Kourosh
Setayeshi

Then, Hirbod recited Good Health prayers and poured
rice and thyme on the head and shoulders of the kids and
asked Ahura Mazda (Zoroastrian’s God name) for their
good health, reputations, and for many blessed years,
auspicious months, and glorious days. Thus, five kids
wearing Sedreh & tying Koshti, joined the other tied
Koshti fellows.

One of the most beautiful parts of this ceremony was
the speeches presented by each new Sedreh Pooshed kid
about accepting the Zoroastrian religion.

Hirbod presented the Sedreh Pooshi certificate to each
new Sedreh Pooshed kid.

To thank and appreciate the Hirbod, the new Sedreh
Pooshed kids gave a gift which was prepared by their
families.

A few of Zoroastrian youths, the members of Beshkan
Dance Academy, performed a beautiful dance. They are
Mahdis Gheibi, Shanaya Sales, Vahishta Mehrshahi,
Shirin Mavandad, and Keana Kianian.
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Mrs. Noushin Isadvastar, one of the Avesta Class teachers
congratulated each new Sedreh Pooshed kid and talked
about continuous holding of Group Sedreh Pooshi Cer-
emony and encouraging other parents and kids. She also
suggested the idea of online teaching of Avesta Prayers
and Religious Material. She thanked the Hirbod, 16th
PZO, Dini Class teachers, and all friends and folks that
helped her and her husband, Kourosh PourdehHirbod,
to hold this great ceremony. They presented one Aves-
ta book including a CD with the great voice of Hirbod
Mehraban Afarin reciting Avestaye Bayesteh.

On behalf of Dini Class teachers, Shayda Sales, gave a
gift to the new Sedreh Pooshed kids

Mr. Saman Niknam, the president of 16th Northern Cal-
ifornia Zoroastrian Organization, was another speaker
of this ceremony. He also congratulated the new Se-
dreh Pooshed kids and gave them a gift. In addition, he
thanked the other friends and folks and the two Avesta
Class teachers.

Once again, the new Sedreh Pooshed kids displayed
their solidarity with each other and other Zoroastrians
and cut a beautiful cake. At the end, tea, pastries, and
afternoon snacks was served.

ijmfu/ﬂ fions 2003 Zoroastrion Graduates!

Bachelor’s Degree/ Post Grad Acceptance Undergraduate Acceptance

Michael Behrooz Henry Jessica Behin Henry

Bachelor of Science in Immunology ~The Pennsylvania State University-

and Infectious Diseases Schreyers Honors College

Minor in Global Health/Certificate ~ Chemistry

in Humanitarian Engineering and Pardis Sharifabad

social Entrepreneurship California State University-Long

The Pennsylvania State University - Beach

Schreyers Honors College Biology

Recipient of Fulbright Scholarship ~ Garshasb Soroosh

in Tanzania Integrated Life Sciences, Honors

Attending Columbia medical College

School in 2014 University of Maryland, College
Park
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Every One has a Story

By: Roya Behmardian

I’d like to think that when I learn
something, I learn it permanently.
But then, I ask myself. “Roya, do
you remember what a factorial is?
How about mitosis? And for the
millionth time, how does one spell
the word definitely? There are a lot
of things I used to know but
don’t anymore; that’s how a
lot of us are, and the only we
can do is to keep re-learning
them. When it really comes
down to it though, what are
the things that are worth re-
learning?

Recently, 1 re-learned
something that I had too
often taken for granted. It’s
something that when fully
understood, can help us
build more insightful, more
understanding, more con-
nected lives. Above all, it
allows us to have empathy—
something you can never re-
ally have too much of.

I was talking to a good
friend I met this past year,
and she was telling me about her
childhood—it was a tough one. With
every minute passerby, I felt guiltier
about complaining over my compar-
atively trivial problems. Compared
to a whole lot of people, I grew up
in a privileged community without
being physically or emotionally in-
volved in any serious tragedies, and
I was lucky. She had gone through
so many family struggles, and yet, to
this day she is such a positive, happy
person.

As the year went on, | met more
people that had experienced hard-
ships I could never even imagined
going through. They opened up and
shared their story, and all I could do
is tell them how much I respected
them for overcoming what they had

endured, and to let them know that
they’ve taught me something. They
taught me what strength looks like,
they taught me to be appreciative,
they taught me to have perspective.
But here’s the thing, among all of
this I still couldn’t shed that feeling
of guilt. Here were all these people
in my life that have each helped me
understand something that could

make me a better person. What can [
offer to them? Is there anything I can
offer? At the time, I certainly didn’t
think so. Then, something changed.
That same friend [ was first talking
to told me something that let me feel
a little more helpful, and a lot more
purposeful, and it is what I have re-
learned.

She told me, “Roya, everybody
has a story.” Seems simple enough,
but upon further reflection what it
means is that every single person
you meet in your life has something
meaningful to teach you, and re-
versely, you have something mean-
ingful you can teach the people in
your life.

That was the concept I had the
most trouble grasping. My mind

didn’t embrace the idea that no
two lives are the same, and that our
unique experiences, no matter their
caliber, are stories to be told. We’ve
all had times in our lives where
we’ve cried, or felt proud, or felt like
we’ve overcome something.

Maybe the best way to think
about it is that nobody’s life, no-
body’s problems, and nobody’s
achievements are any more
or less important than any-
one else’s. Maybe what dis-
tinguishes that value of each
story is what can be learned
from it, what can be taught
from it, and consequently,
whose life can become better
because of it...even if just a
little better. That is one way
to radiate happiness.

This is a concept I learned
a while ago, but when I don’t
keep something readily in
my mind, it tends to slip
away—even if it’s a valuable
something. If we forget, the
cool thing about it all is that
the first person you see after
reading this can be the per-
son that reminds you to try
and see the story they have to offer;
it may make your day a little better,
your mind a little stronger, and your
heart more connected to someone
you didn’t expect to be connected to.

Roya Behmardian was born and
raised in Southern California. She
has attended CZC's Persian and
religious
classes
through
her  child-
hood.  She
is currently
attending
UCLA and
majoring in
Psychology

all
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A Great Loss

The following article is the biography of a remarkable fellow Zarthushti. He was a renowned architect who donated
his services at the time of the construction of our Dar-e Mehr voluntarily and with eagerness and enthusiasm. It can
be said that without his talent and interest our Dar-e-Mehr would not be the same His passing has been a great
loss to us and all the members who knew him and had come in contact with him and remember his unique kindness

and smile.

California Zoroastrian Center expresses its deepest condolences to his wife Perin, his children and other family

members.

A Tribute To Our Father:

By: Marzban Amaria

Kekishrou Rustomji Amaria, known to many as Keki,
our devoted father and loving husband to my mother
passed away on July 4, 2013 at 10:25 AM. The day be-
fore his departure, he greeted and acknowledged each
family member and loved ones with a warm smile, as if
saying his final goodbye.

Keki R. Amaria, along with his family, immigrated
to the United States approximately forty five years ago.
During difficult times, with the help of family members,
he found a job in the field of architecture, while trying to
adjust, and establish his family to the American culture
and practices of the times. The sadness of leaving the
previous life and uprooting himself for his long career
with the British government in the colony of Aden due
to Arab-Occupation, always lingered on on his mind.
In his new home in the United Sates, our father Keki
through his hard work and integrity was the family’s
prime income earner. As in the long revered Zoroastrian
tradition, he always made sure the family was secure
and prosperous.

While establishing and progressing with his life in the
United States he worked for many architectural firms
covering many notable projects such as The Epcot Cen-
ter (Disney World) in Florida, NASA center, and the ex-
pansion of Disneyland in Anaheim California.

However, our father felt most honored and whole
heartedly embraced the idea of having been chosen along
with Iraj Mavandadi, to give life and meaning to the
birth of a Zoroastrian Center in the United States by aid-
ing in the building of the Dare Mehr Zoroastrian Center.
We, the family, observed our father enduring long hon-
orary-hours of hard work into researching and designing
to accurately depict the feel and touch of the ancient his-
torical Persian edifice and then commingling the design
with western architecture to exemplify our new home
in these United States. This is evidenced in the design
of the front four Persian entry columns and the spiritual

depiction of
the powerful
Faravahar on
top of the tri-
angular arch
with the in-
scription  of
the Zoroastri-
an Principles,
(of Good
Thoughts,
Good Words
and Good
Deeds) All
these are on
the Western
triangular
arch, as depicted on many of the early American archi-
tectural buildings in Washington DC.

Our father and husband to my mother, Keki Rustomji
Amaria, lived a long and fruitful life for 89 ' years; this
in itself gives us all solace and understanding that this is
a nice ripe old age for a person to truly experience the
many things that life has to offer. Certainly, we will all
miss our father Keki most dearly and he will always be
remembered by us all for the rest of our lives. There is
not a day that goes by without remembering him and his
contributions to us all.

My family and I join you all in this tribute to our fa-
ther. We shall forever remember him in our hearts. 1
know, that in the not to distant future we Zoroastrian’s
from Iran and Zoroastrians from India shall unite as one,
as American Zoroastrians. This was my dad’s ultimate
wish. As I always informed my dad, “It’s only a matter
of time”, I know this will take shape, as I look forward
to the future.

The Amaria family, Perin Amaria his wife, Yasmine
Amaria his daughter and Marzban Amaria his son and
his family Karen Cyrus and Ashley.
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